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OCTOBER MEETING, 1887. 

The first meeting of the Society after the summer vacation 
took place on the 13th instant, the President, Dr. Ellis, in 
the chair. 

The record of the proceedings at the last meeting was read 
by the Recording Secretary. 

The monthly report of gifts to the Library was made by the 
Librarian. 

The Corresponding Secretary presented the following letter 
and accompanying documents : — 

Cambridge, Sept. 22, 1887. 
Justin Winsor, Esq. 

The Trumbull Papers in the Massachusetts Historical Society are, as 
might naturally be expected, rich in material bearing upon the discus- 
sion of the right of Connecticut to effect a settlement in the valley of 
the Susquehanna. One volume of the manuscripts is exclusively de- 
voted to the topic, and is entitled " The Susquehanna Papers." Beside 
these papers, there are others scattered through the volumes which 
relate to the subject, and there are a few that treat of the attack on the 
settlement in 1778, which is generally spoken of as the " Wyoming 
Massacre." 

Among these I find a copy of the capitulation agreement entered 
into, July 4, 1778, between Colonel John Butler, in behalf of his Ma- 
jesty King George III., and Colonel Nathan Denison, in behalf of the 
Uuited States of America. Miner, when at work upon his History 
of Wyoming, procured a copy of this document from London, and pub- 
lished it. 

There is also a report of the attack upon the valley, addressed to 
Governor Trumbull, dated at Lower Smithiield Township, in the State 
of Pennsylvania, July 28, 1778, and signed by Nathan Denison. So 
far as I know, this report has never been published. The American 
forces in the valley, outside the Continental Company, were organized 
by Colonel Denison. 

Colonel Zebulon Butler, a resident in the valley and an officer in the 
Continental Army, was at Westmoreland at the time of the attack. He 
commanded the Americans in the action on the 3d of July, and after 
the defeat withdrew from the valley with what remained of the com- 
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pany of Continentals. Denison remained in charge of the defences, and 
made terms with the British commander. This report is therefore the 
official report of the commander of the Connecticut Militia, giving an 
account of the disaster, to the Governor of the State. The facts stated 
in the report agree substantially with Miner's account of the affair. 

There is also a brief description of the event, with a detailed account 
of the lamentable condition of the inhabitants of the valley, which has 
neither date nor signature, but which, from an indorsement on the back, 
appears to have been made by John Jenkins, Aug. 26, 1778. I have 
not met with this in print. 

There is also an interesting list of those who were killed in the battle 
of the 3d of July, 1778, and who left families, giving the number of chil- 
dren thus left fatherless. This list is sigoed by John Jenkins, Nathan 
Denison, aud others. It was evidently prepared to demonstrate the ne- 
cessity there was for aid from Connecticut for so many dependent, help- 
less families. The date of the battle, the names of the committee, and 
the names of many of those who fell serve to connect the paper with 
the Wyoming affair ; and upon evidence of this sort we are compelled 
to rely, as there is no place mentioned in the document itself. 

There is an appeal for aid, addressed to Governor Trumbull by 
Jacob Johnson, who had been settled as a clergyman at Wilkesbarre, 
which states the case of the Wyoming sufferers in vigorous language. 

It is easy to understand how these papers have been overlooked. 
Investigators engaged in the special study of the topic would naturally 
expect to find in the volume of " Susquehanna Papers" all that they 
sought. Thus, the attention of those who might be termed experts in 
the matter was not only never attracted especially to these documents, 
but was in effect actually diverted from them. To a student of the 
records, whose mind was turned towards other subjects, there was no 
suggestion of the value of Denison's report, nor of its connection with 
Wyoming, in the heading " Lower Smithfield, Pennsylvania," nor in 
the indorsement that it related to the " Westmoreland Attack." It is 
not strange therefore that this report should have been overlooked, nor 
is it remarkable that the " list of killed in the battle of July 3, 1778," 
having upon its face nothing to indicate where the battle was fought, 
has not attracted the attention that it deserves. 

The subject of the Wyoming attack is one in which great interest is 
taken, and a large number of historical students will welcome the pub- 
lication of anything which will throw light upon the story. The value 
of the report of Denison, the statement of Jenkins, and the list of killed, 
etc., is self-evident, and I believe the appeal of Johnson for aid also has 
enough of interest in itself to be entitled to publication. 

Yours truly, 

Andrew HcFarland Davis. 
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ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION. 

Westmoreland 4th of July 1778. 
Cappitulation Agreement made §• compleeted between Col. John Butler in behalf 
of his Majesty King George the 3d <& Col" Nathan Denison of the United 
States of Amarica — 

Article 1 viz that the settlement lay down there arms & there gar- 
risons be demolished. 

Art. 2 d that the Inhabitenc are to ocupy there farms Peacably and the 
Lives of the Inhabitence Preserved intier & unhurt. 

Art. 3d that the Continental Stoars be Delivered up. 

Art 4th that Col n Butler will use his utmost influance that the Privet 
Property of the inhabitenc shall be Presarvd intier to them. 

Art 5th that the Prisoners confined forty-fort be delivered up & that 
Samuel Fintch now in Col n Butlers Posession be deliverd up. 

Art 6 that the Properties taken from the People up the River called 
tories be made good & they to remain in Peaceable Posession on there 
farms & in a free trade with & through this settlement as far as lies in 
my power. 

Art 7 ,h that the inhabitenc that Col" Nathan Denison Capitulates 
for togeather with himself doe not take up arms during this contest — 
Zerah Beech — John Butler 

John Johnston Nathan Denison. 

Lemuel Guston A Coppy 

WlLLM CoLDWELL 

Endorsement : 

4 July 1778 — Capitulation between Col Jno Butler of the British Troops & Lt 
Col° Nathan Denison made at Westmoreland — violated by the British — rec'd 
4* Aug— 1778. 

DENISON'S REPORT. 

Lower Smithfield Township in the State of Pennstvania 

the 28th of July 1778. 

Honoured S r as my circomstances have been such that it ren- 
dered allmost impractible for me to give your Excelency an account of 
the unhapy affair that hapned at Westmoreland on the 3d of this in- 
stant shall now indever to Represent the affair : on the Last of June 
We got intelegence of a Party of the Enemy being up the River about 
30 miles Distant from us the Party supposed not to be grate the Next 
Day after another scout Returned and gave an account that they had 
Discovered about fifty Cannoe Loads of the Enemy with considerable 
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parties of them on each side the River coming down Which inteligence 
alarmed the iuhabitence so that some ware for securing there famalies in 
our forts others for moveing out of the settelment in this situation We 
collected to the numbr of four Hundred of our men and marched up the 
River in order to meet the Enemy but not meeting with them saving a 
small scout which ware killed by our People the Day before this hapned 
the Enemy fell on a small Party of our men that ware at work killed 
four of them the other made there escape the Next Day after the body 
of the Enemy came to a small fort & demanded it which was instantly 
given up Whear they mad there Head Quarters during the time they was 
in the settelment there Parties ware Distroying our Cattle Horses &c 
the Day that we had the battle with them we had between three & four 
Hundred men collected at Kingstown fort about three miles distant from 
the Enemy in this situation it was concluded best to march out and at- 
tact the Enemy upon which there was a little over three Hundred that 
marched out & attact them the Enemy got no advantage of us in the 
first fire but we ware over Powerd by numbers our People ware obliged 
to retreat the Number Killed on our sid can not be certiDg Knoon but I 
beleve not far from two Hundred the numbr of the Enemy killed not 
far from Eighty the next morning John Butler the Commander of the 
Ene [frayed away. There is space enough for such words as " enemy's 
forces " or " enemy's troops "] sent a flag to demand the fort I let him 
no that I wold see him at one o clock after noon after which I went to 
the Loar Part of the settlemnt to find the situation of the People & 
found numbrs of Wimen & Children then in the Roads some Pushing 
out of the settlement some one way & some the other in the utmost 
distres and ankeiety indevering to make there escape from the Saveges 
at my Return to the fort foun that it was the minds of the grater Part 
of the Peopl then Present to Capitulate with the enemy I went to 
there Camp & was put to the disagreable necesity of sineing the inclosed 
Paper after which no person was hurt by the Enemy untill after I left 
that plac the Next Day after I come from there : there was five Persons 
murderd by the Enemy on the Rode as they was coming from there 
and as the artickls of cappitnlation are brook on the part of the Enemy 
I do not look upon myself holden on my part by them and expect soon 
to Return to Return to Westmoreland to see if some trifels can be 
saved that the saveges have left the numbr of Enemy that came against 
us did not exceed seven or Eight Hundred at most by the best infor- 
mation I can git. 

I am sir with due Regard Your Exlences most obediant humble 

Nathan Denison 

N. B. I find that there is Numbers of People in this State desine to 
take the advantage of our distresed situation to get Fosesion of our 
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Settlement which I think cannot be alowed of but the gratest part of 
them have been very kind to our scattered inhabitenc. 

Superscription : 
To His Excellency Jox* Trcmbel Esq' Govern' of ye State of Connecticut. 

Endorsement : 
Lower Smithfield in Westmoreland July 28, 1778. 
Lt. Col° Nathan Denison 

de Westmoreland attacked, 
by the Enemy, reed 4th Aug'. 1778. 



STATEMENT BY JOHN JENKINS. 

That upwards of 3000 Inhabitants belonging to the State in the 
Town of Westmoreland on the Susquehanah River were on or about 
the 3d of July last past attact by a party of tories & Indians & after in 
a most inhuman manner killing upwards of 300 men plundered took 
destroyd & Carried off all their Stock of all kind, also took destroyed 
& Carried off all their houshold furniture Chothing &c. Even a great 
deal they had on their bodies together with all their farming tools &c : 
in a word the whole of the Inhabitance were in the space of four or five 
days striped of all they had Reduced to a state of Begery & want, their 
housen Mills barns & all kinds of buildings were Consumed by fire & 
they by Nesity drove out of the Country & are now Dispersing them- 
selves amongst their friends & must at present be dependant on God & 
the Charrity of their friends for their subsistance being stript of money 
Cloathing or any thing to subsist on : or even tools to do any kind of 
Labour withall and as they have Nothing to Depend on under heaven 
but the pure mercies of God & the Charrity of the people except their 
lands in Westmoreland & their cropps growing on the same (which is 
Large) if they could be saved & therefore desire that the state of their 
unhappy & distrest sirconstance might be laid before the Hon rI Conti- 
nental Congress, & Gener 1 Washington & in the utmost humiliation 
hope they will take there distrest Circomstances under their wise and 
Serious Consideration & in their great wisdom Divise some spedy 
measures for the Recovery & Restoration of their lands crops &c as 
well as to releave them in their other present Distresses 

Endorsement : 

John Jenkins Esq. 
representation of the depredations of the Enemy at Westmoreland, 
made Aug. 26. 1778. 
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LIST OF KILLED IN THE BATTLE JULY 3, 1778. 

A Catalogue of those that were Killed in the Battle of the 3d of July 1778 
and left Families with the Number of Children. 



Col. Dorrance 


X 


8 


Jno Williams 


4 


Elias Roberts 




7 


Major Garret 




10 


Joseph Crookes 


1 


Timothy Rose 




4 


Capt. Durkee 


X 


4 


Abel palmer 


7 


Isaac Campbell 




10 


Capt. Ransom 


X 


8 


Jos. Staples 


5 


John Franklin 




7 


Capt. Bedlock 


X 


4 


Jabez Darling 


4 


Jenks Coser 




3 


Capt. Buck 




1 


Aaron Start 


8 


Cyprian Hibbard 




2 


Capt. Whittlesey 




3 


Wm Dunn 


6 


Elijah Inman 


X 


2 


Capt. McKenican 






Jno Brown 


4 


Nath 1 Howard 




1 


Capt Geers 




6 


Henry Pencil 


X 6 








Capt. Steward 


X 10 


Francis Leopard 




N. B. Killed 


by the 


Capt. Wigton 


X 


4 


Noah Pettibone 


2 


Salvages in Skirmishes 




Lieut. Wells 




9 


James Hopkins 


2 








Lieut Pierce 


X 


2 


Elisha Richards 


7 


Jonathan Slocum 


X 


7 


Lieut Boss 




5 


Gilbert Danthorn 


6 


John Perkins 




2 


Lieut Asa Steven 


X 


8 


Danl Lawrence 




John Jemerson 


X 


3 


Lieut. Waterman 




4 


Jno Cartwright 




Asa Chapman 


X 


4 


Lt Shoemaker 


X 


3 


Wm Parker 


1 


Elihu Williams 




2 


Lt Gay lard 




3 


Wm Woodringer 





Asahel Buck 


X 


2 


Lt Stewart 


X 


1 


Icha d Tuttle 


3 


Jz Abbott 




8 


Lt Atherton 






Rufus Williams 


X 3 


Edward Lester 


X 


4 


Ense Asa Gore 


X 


1 


Nicholas Manvil 


6 


Timothy Keyes 




5 


Silas Gore 


X 


3 


Parker Wilson 


3 


Sam 1 Jackson 


X 


6 


Wm White 




4 


David Bixby 


2 


Asa Upson 


X 


3 


Jeremiah Bickford 




Jos. Shaw 


G 


Eaton Jones 






Titus Hinnian 




6 


Jno. Van Wye 


5 


Lem 1 Fitcli 


X 




Anderson Dana 




8 


Stephen Fuller 


1 


Benj" Leach 




1 


Darius Spafford 




1 


Jno. Finch 


6 


Danl s t j i m 




2 


Peter Wheeler 




3 


Danl Finch 


7 


David Goss 




1 


Jon a Weeks 




5 


Constant Searls 


8 


Japhet Utley 




4 


Philip Weeks 


X 


3 


Elipha'. Follet 


6 


Amos York 




6 


Silas Benedict 




4 


Jno Murphy 


X 3 


Joseph Blanchard 


X 


6 


Jabez Beers 




2 


Thos Foren 


4 


John Guardner 




4 


Joseph Ogden 




3 


Henry Bush 


X 3 


Harding 




2 








George Downing 


6 


Harding 




3 








James Locke 


2 


James Headsall 




4 








William Crookes 


1 


Miner Robin 




1 








Benj n Hatch . 


1 









No Children 



136 



145 



116 



List Brot forward Killed by Salvages. 

No — 
Nathan Wade. 

The following belonged to the Con- 
tinental Service & left widows &c. 

David Walker X 6 children 



The following died of sickness since 
the commenct of the War & left Families 
whose dependance is on their Interest 
to these Lands. 



Benj n Cole 
Elisha Swift 
Wm Kellogg 

U 



X 
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Ezekiel Hamilton 


3 


Winchett Matterson 




9 


Constant Matthewson 


1 


Benedict Saterley 







Nath 1 Johnson 


5 


Jonathan Hunstock 


X 


3 


Charles Gaylord 


6 


David Marvin 




2 


Eben r Roberts 


2 


Ezekiel Pierce 




I 


Robert Spencer 


5 


Joshua Bennet 


X 


8 


Baker 


4 


Gad Marshall 




7 


John Vangorder X 


2 


Jacob Sly 




4 


Aseh Jeromus 


(5 


Wm Smith 


X 


7 


Seth Marvin X 


2 


Uriah Marvin 




2 


Peter Ousterhomt 


2 


Jonathan Pritchard 


X 


9 


Sam 1 Kellemy 


4 


Tho" Sawyer 


X 


3 


Michael Rood 


3 


Sam 1 Roberts 




6 


Wm Davidson 


1 


Obadiah Gore 


X 


2 


Nath 11 Fry X 


3 


John Hurlburt 


X 


6 


Joseph Dewey 


3 


John Comstock 


X 


8 


Jesse Coleman 


2 






— 


Jeremiah Coleman 


1 








Sam 1 Roberts 


6 








Sam 1 Williams 


8 









74 



Those marked are mow 1 present. 



This copy is signed in behalf of the Committee 

John Jenkins 
Attest Wm Sherman Nathan Dennison 

Obadiah Gore 
Sam l Shepherd 



Committee 



LETTER FROM JACOB JOHNSON. 

Wallingford October 29 th 1778. 
Sr — When I was In Hartford Tuesday last I purposed to have 
waited on your Excellency, before I went out of Town, but being sud- 
denly call'd away, I had no convenient oppertunity, without transgress- 
ing order — I therfore use this way of writing, to communicate my 
mind to you sir, with respect to the Present Distressing state of the 
People, at Westmoreland, on the Susqu h - ; both as to the Defence of 
the Present Inhabitants there ; & the sufferers (of whom I am one of 
the Chief) driven from thence — I have had some talk with Col. Dyer, 
& some other Gent? on the subject. Col Denison Representative, & I 
suppose Agent, for the Town, & County of Westmoreland, not being 
then in the Assembly, or Town — I do therfore, as a sufferer, & one 
Interested, & concerned both in the Common cause of the State, of 



1 The letters in the manuscript indicate " mow " as nearly as anything else. 
There being no date to the paper, there is nothing to help in determining what 
the word really is. If the paper was written in the valley, it might be that those 
marked were " now " present. 
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Connecticut : but in that as a very Important Intrest of the state, & 
more specially so, to the former Inhabitants (so many of whom are 
drove off, and have no certain dwelling place) and those in Particular 
that are on the Ground, with but one single Company for their defence : 
besides a number of the Inhabitants All of which amount, to but about 
one hundred & fifty — And that Company which is there, were raised 
out of the Inhabitants there, with two more that have be'n in the Con- 
tinental Service, untill, & after our suffering — 

The amount of one of those Companys raised on the Susq-' are ex- 
tinguished by sword & sickness ; the other what remains are in the 
Continental Service — Wherefore we think it but Reesonable & Equi- 
ta[ble] that at least Two Companys more should be orderd to Westmore- 
land — That a good & sufficient Fort & Garison be Placed there and the 
sufferers in some way be provided for — That the Inhabitants there may 
not fall a prey to the sword — nor be Dispersed Sufferers to Famine & 
Nakedness. — and final death. 

From your Excellency's most Obed't Hum b Servt. 

Jacob Johnson, 
Late Minister of Christ at Wilkesbarre on Susq^S — 
On behalf 'e of his Fellow Sufferers. 

To his Excellency the Governor and Company of the State of Con- 
necticut — To be deliberated up on and something done (if it may be) 
according as the Nature & Necessity of the Cause requires & Calls for 
— And the Calamity of the Present distressing war with Great Britain 
will admit of. 

N. B. I presume Col. N. Denison (as agent) will present a Memo- 
rial to the Gen" Assembly of the State of Connecticut, now sitting, 
relative to the distressing State of the Inhabitants of Westmoreland. — 
But in case of failure, I hope your Excellency and the Gen u Assembly 
of this State of Connecticut, will not forget, or neglect, the suffering, 
bleeding cause, of so many Widdows, Fatherless children & mourners — 
And especially, that cry of the Blood ! of so many slain ! that calls for 
Justice to be done on the murtherers. 

Superscription : 
To His Excellency Jonath". Trumbull Esq' at Hartford Gen!! Assembly. 

Endorsement : 
29* Oct" 1778 

Mr Jacob Johnson 

de Westmoreland 
rec 4 31" Oct 1778 

Dr. Green reported that a parcel of papers deposited by 
the late Miss Dorothea L. Dix, on Feb. 12, 1880, as well as a 
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package of bronze and silver medals, a tin box, and a long box 
containing flags, previously deposited, were delivered by him, 
on September 23 and 24, to Horace A. Lamb, the executor of 
her estate, and receipts for the same were taken. 

Dr. Green also said that he had received a letter from 
Theodore Bacon, Esq., of Rochester, New York, which perhaps 
throws some light on the history of a medallion said to have 
been "found when digging the foundation of the Railway 
Bridge over the Chatham-Dover Railway," of which a cast 
was given to the Society or March 9, 1865. 

Dr. Samuel A. Green. September 16, 1887. 

Mr dear Sib, — I promised yon, the other day, to put into writing 
and send what I undertook to tell you at Boston in regard to the 
curious medallion with the undeciphered inscription which I saw in 
your rooms that day. I suggested, after you made that request of me, 
that I might send rubbings, or some other image of the somewhat sim- 
ilar medallion with which my personal experience had to do. It has 
since occurred to me, however, as better in every way to send the 
article itself, asking that you will, after such examination and exhibi- 
tion of it as you find convenient, return it through me to its owner. I 
enclose herewith also the pleasing note which accompanied it to-day to 
my office. 

After I had, two or three years ago, puzzled myself for a long time 
with attempts to decipher the inscription, and to find, in some way, 
time and place for the object, and had exhibited it to such wise men 
as I was able to find here and at the East, for a similar purpose, but 
with no better result, it occurred to me to ask leave to take it on a 
short European vacation, and to get authoritative opinions upon it at 
the British Museum. When I called there, during a very short visit to 
London, upon a message to one of the assistants in the archaeological 
department, I left it by accident at my hotel. Concluding, however, 
my business with him, I- mentioned this object, and the very great 
perplexity it had caused. I described it as nearly as possible in all 
particulars. When I had finished, he asked me, " Was it not said to 
have been brought up from the bottom of the Thames?" and when 
I answered in the affirmative (for that was the story with which it 
came to its owner), he informed me promptly that it was an object 
very familiar to them at that institution, — that just those things, with 
just that story, were very numerous, and that they were all absolutely 
nothing but forgeries. 

If now you will examine the medal in your collection, different as it 
is, in many respects, from this one, you will be delighted, I am sure, to 
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find the close similarity of style and character which pervades it. The 
images which it bears, different as they are, are of absolutely the same 
sort as this. The legend which surrounds it is in the same characters, 
having the same tantalizing approach to something intelligible without 
ever reaching it, and, curiously enough, a date in Arabic characters which 
would make either object, if it were genuine, connected as they are with 
manifestly Gothic letters, of enormous archaeological and pecuniary 
value. For I believe that it is only at some time in the eleventh cen- 
tury that Arabic characters appeared in western Europe ; and both of 
these objects bear what appear to be dates quite early in that century. 

Whether your medallion bears any other distinctive note of dis- 
honesty, I am not certain. But this one is obviously cast in a mould ; 
and inasmuch as it can safely be said, I believe, that at the period 
to which alone, if genuine, this object could be referred, such things 
were made in no other way than by striking in a die, that alone would 
serve to condemn it, and ought to have instructed me as to its character 
very early in my examination of it. 

Very truly yours, 

Theodore Bacon. 

Mr. Winsor drew attention to a manuscript statement 
(belonging to the Societj') of the reasons which induced 
the Commissioners under Jay's Treaty to decide that the 
Schoodiac River was the St. Croix of the Treaty of 1783. 
The award or " declaration " of the Commissioners had been 
several times printed , 1 but Mr. Winsor could not find that 
this exposition as drawn up by Egbert Benson, the Ameri- 
can Commissioner, had ever been given to the public. The 
manuscript has four well-executed copies of maps attached : 
(1) Champlain's map of St. Croix Island , (2) a modern survey 
of Bone or Douchet Island, identified as Champlain's St. Croix 
Island (3) a section of Mitchell's map of 1755, used by the 
Commissioners in 1783 ; (4) a modern survey of Passama- 
quoddy Bay. Champlain's map is well known, though Mr. 
Benson says that the Commissioners were obliged to send to 
Europe for a copy of the " Voyages " of 1613, which contains 
it. 2 Mr. Winsor said that he visited the island in question a 

1 U. S. Ho. of Rep. Ex. Doc. No. 31, 27th Cong. 3d sess. note ii. ; Atcheson's 
American Encroachments, London, 1808 ; and elsewhere. 

a There are copies of the book now in the Library of this Society, and in sev- 
eral of the important American libraries. A good copy is worth from $100 
to $150 at the present time. The map is easily found at this day in the modern 
reprints and translations of Champlain, in the " Narrative and Critical History of 
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few years since, but he could find no traces of the foundations 
of the buildings mentioned by Mr. Benson, and he learned 
that the stone had been taken for building purposes, and was 
very likely worked into the foundations of the cottage, now 
on the island, which carries a coast-lantern of the United 
States on its roof. Mitchell's map is well known; and fac- 
similes of it were given in Gallatin's " Northeastern Boun- 
dary " (1840), in " Mass. Doc. Mar. 1838, No. 67," and in 
other places. 

It will be observed that the argument in the main followed 
by the Commissioners is this : Mitchell's map is so inaccurately 
drawn that the evidence deducible from it must be consid- 
ered defective in every way. This postulate threw out of 
consideration the fact that on Mitchell's map the most east- 
erly of the rivers flowing into the Passamaquoddy Bay and 
marked " St. Croix," was the real easterly river, known as 
the Magaguadavic, which was the river contended for by the 
Americans. This left the question to be settled by the de- 
termination of what was the original St. Croix of Champlain's 
party. The statement of Mr. Benson, which here follows, 
shows the arguments in favor of considering Bone or Douchet 
Island as the island occupied by Champlain. 

A manuscript statement of the controversy between the United States 
of America and Great Britain in regard to the eastern boundary of 
the former in the year 1796, by the hon b J? Egbert Benson one of the 
commissioners : presented to the Massachusetts Historical Society by 
the Author, through the hands of His Excellency Governor Strong, 
Anno 1802. 

Benson ^ 

Barclay > commissioners. 

Howell J 

James Sullivan American Agent 
AVard Chipman British Agent. 

On the Question between His Britannic Majesty and the United 
States of America, " What River was truly intended, under the Name 
of the River S' Croix, mentioned in the Treaty of Peace of the 3? Nov? 

America " (vol. iv. p. 137), etc. T. C. Amory (James Sullivan, vol. i. p. 322) says 
that " Colonel Pickering procured for Sullivan [the American agent] many valu- 
able books, and among others, after sending for them without success to Europe, 
borrowed from the library of Jefferson copies of Champlain and Lescarbot. 
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1783, and forming a part of the Boundary therein described ? " referred 
to the final Decision of Commissioners by the o'i 1 Article of the Treaty 
of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation of the 19^ Nov' 1794. 

The Scudiac claimed on the part of His Majesty, and the- Maga- 
guadavic on the part of the United States. 

Boundaries of the United States as described in the Treaty of 1783 — 
" From the north west Angle of Nova Scotia viz! that Angle which is 
formed by a Line drawn due North from the Source of S l . Croix 
River to the Highlands, along the said Highlands which divide those 
Rivers that empty themselves into the River S! Lawrence from those 
which fall into the Atlantic Ocean " — then follow the Northern, Western 
and Southern Boundaries, and then — "East by a Line to be drawn 
along the Middle of the River S'. Croix from its Mouth in the Bay of 
Fundy to its Source and from its Source directly north to the aforesaid 
Highlands which divide the Rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean 
from those which fall into the River Sj Lawrence." 

Boundaries of Nova Scotia in the Grant from King James to Sir 
"William Alexander of the 10'! 1 Sep' 1621, translated from the Latin — 
" All and singular the Lands Continents and Islands situate in America 
within the Headland or Promontory called Cape Sable lying near the 
Latitude of forty three Degrees or thereabout from the Equinoctial 
Line towards the north from which Promontory stretching towards the 
Shore of the Sea to the west to a Bay commonly called S! Mary's Bay 
and then towards the north by a direct Line passing the Entrance or 
Mouth of that great Bay which runs into the eastern Quarter between 
the Territories of the Sowiguois and Etchemins to a River commonly 
called by the Name of S'. Croix and to the most remote Spring or 
Fountain thereof from the western Quarter which first mingles itself 
with the aforesaid River thence by an imaginary direct Line which 
may be conceived to go through the Land or run towards the north to 
the nearest Bay River or Spring discharging itself into the Great River 
of Canada &c? &c* &c° which certain Lands shall in all future times 
enjoy the Name of Nova Scotia in America." 

A variance will be perceived between the Description of the Sides 
of the north west Angle of Nova Scotia as originally contained in the 
Grant of 1621 and as subsequently found in the Treaty of 1783, it may 
not be useless therefore previously to mention — that Canada was 
shortly after the final Cession of it by France to Great Britain in 1763, 
" erected into a district and separate Government, stiled and called by 
the Name of Quebec, bounded on the Labrador Coast by the River 
S! John and from thence by a Line from the Head of that River through 
the Lake S' John to the south end of the Lake Nipissim from whence 
the said Line, crossing the River Sj Lawrence and the Lake Cham- 
plain in 45 degrees of north Latitude, passes along the Highlands 
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which divide the Rivers that empty themselves into the said River 
S? Lawrence from those which fell into the Sea &c* &c* &c* — 
that Nova Scotia was thereupon in the Commissions to the Governors, 
bounded on the westward by a Line drawn from Cape Sable across the 
Entrance of the Bay of Fundy to the Mouth of the River S! Croix, by 
the said River to it's Source, and by a Line drawn due north from 
thence to the southern Boundary of the Colony of Quebec, to the north- 
ward by the said Boundary &c° &c? &c* " — and that hence it is, that, 
at the time of the Treaty of 1 783, the Highlands instead of the River 
S'. Lawrence formed the north side, and a Line directly north, or due 
north, the west side, of the north west Angle of Nova Scotia ; and also 
that the Source of the River S! Croix, from which the Line was to be 
drawn, was the Source generally, regardless of the Position of it, or the 
Place, or Quarter whether western or not, or the Distance, whether 
most remote or not when compared with any other Source, before the 
Waters from it mingled themselves with the River. 

It is now to be stated that the River is described or expressed in the 
Treaty of 1783, as >l that River a Line drawn due north from the Source 
of which forms the west side of the north west Angle of Nova Scotia ; " 
and that the following Points are assumed as being unquestionable. 
V\ That the River was not expressed as it is, either by Mistake or 
Fraud — 2 d ' y That the River expressed must therefore be adjudged to 
be the River intended — 3* ly That the River expressed in the Treaty 
of 1783, and the River expressed in the Grant for Nova Scotia, are the 
same River ; and 4'^ That consequently, the River, to be sought for, 
must be the River intended in the Grant ; the following Proposition of 
Fact is therefore advanced, and the Proofs subjoined, viz', That the 
French Colonists, in 1604, named a certain Island, lying in what is 
properly an Arm of the Bay of Passamaquaddy, but by them consid- 
ered, and accordingly denominated River, the Island of S'. Croix ; that 
the Name was almost instantly applied indiscriminately as well to the 
Riveras to the Island; that the River is the same River intended under 
that Name in the Grant for Nova Scotia ; and when distinguished by it's 
supposed Indian Name, and by which it is more generally known, is 
called the Scudiac. 

Extracts from a Publication by Sir William Alexander in London in 
1624 under the Title of Encouragement to Colonies — "Monsieur De 
Montes procuring a Patent, from King Henry the fourth, of Canada 
from the 40'." Degree eastward, comprehending all the Bounds that 
now is between New England and New Scotland, (after that Queen 
Elizabeth had formerly given one thereof as belonging to this Crown 
by Chabot's Discoverie) did set forth with a hundred Persons fitted for 
a Plantation, carried in two Ships" — after a brief Relation of the 
Voyage from France to Port Royal he proceeds — " After having seen 
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Port Royal they went to the River called by them Sainte Croix, but 
more fit now to be called Tweede, because- it divides New England 
and New Scotland, bounding the one of them upon the East, and the 
other upon the west, side thereof; here they made Choice of an Isle 
that is within the Middle of the same, where to winter, building House's 
sufficient to lodge their Number " — he concludes his Relation by men- 
tioning — " that in the End, finding that a little Isle was but a large 
Prison, they resolved to return unto Port Royal " — speaking of the 
Limits of his Patent he says — " leaving the Limits to be appointed by 
his Majestie's Pleasure, which are expressed in the Patent granted 
unto Me under his Great Seale of his Kingdom of Scotland, marching 
upon the west towardes the River of Saint Croix, now Tweed (where 
the Frenchmen did designe their first Habitation) with New-England ; 
and on all other parts it is compassed by the Ocean and the Great 
River of Canada " — to this Publication a Map is annexed, in which a 
River is laid down, under the Name of Tweede, as a Boundary between 
New England and New Scotland, and doubtless intended to represent 
the S'. Croix. 

The Voyage of De Monts, above referred to by Sir William Alex- 
ander, was in the Spring of 1 604, and has been written by two different 
cotemporary Persons, Champlain, who was with him, and L'Escarbot, 
who came out to La Cadie in 1606 with Pourtrincourt, when he re- 
turned to succeed De Monts in the Attempt to colonise, and was him- 
self the next Year at S'. Croix — The British Commissaries, in the 
Memorials between them and the French Commissaries, concerning the 
Limits of Nova Scotia or Acadia, printed in London in 1755, say, 
" the most ancient Chart extant, of this Country, is that which Escarbot 
published with his History in 1 609 ; " and a Book published in London 
that Year by P. Erondelle, under the Title of Nova Francia fyc*. trans- 
lated out of' the French into English, is evidently a Translation of this 
first Edition of L'Escarbot — Champlain published in 1613 — From 
these writers therefore undoubtedly Sir William Alexander obtained 
his Information of the Voyage of De Monts, and of the Country — 
They relate that De Monts, after visiting several Places on the eastern 
Shore of the Bay of Fundy, and among them the Bay of S' Mary and 
Port Royal, came, on the 24 t . h June, to the River S' John ; and the 
following Extracts from them, translated from the French, contain 
the Voyage thence, and other subsequent Transactions material in 
the present Enquiry — 

Champlain — Edit: 1613 — "From the River S| John we were at 
four Islands, on one of which we were ashore, and there found a great 
Abundance of Birds, called Margos, of which we took a number of 
young ones as good as young Pigeons. The Sieur Poutrincourt was 
nearly losing himself there, but finally returned to our Bark as we were 

45 
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going to search for him round the Island, which is three Leagues dis- 
tant from the Main Land. Further to the west are other Islands ; one 
containing six Leagues called by the Savages Manthane, to the south 
of which there are among the Islands many good Ports for Vessels. 
From the Isles of Margos we were at a River in the main Land called 
the River of the Etchemins, a Nation of Savages so named in their own 
Country ; and we passed by a great Number of Islands, more than we 
could count, pleasant enough, containing some two Leagues, others 
three, others more or less. All these Islands are in a Bay, which con- 
tains, in my Judgment, more than fifteen Leagues in Circumference ; 
in which there are a number of convenient Places to put as great a 
number of Vessels as one pleases; which in their Season abound in 
Fish, such as Cod, Salmon, Bass, Herring, Holibut, and other Fish, in 
great Number. Making west north west, through these Islands, we 
entered into a large River, which is almost half a League broad at it's 
Entrance, where, having made a League or two, we found two Islands, 
the one very small near the Shore on the west, the other in the Middle, 
which may have eight or nine hundred Paces in Circumference ; the 
Banks of which are rocky and three or four Toises high, except a small 
Place a Point of Sand and Clay, which may serve to make Bricks and 
other necessary things. There is another sheltered Place to put Ves- 
sels from eighty to one hundred Tons, but it is dry at low water. The 
Island is filled with Firs, Birches, Maples, and Oaks. Of itself it is in 
a good Situation ; and there is only one side, where it slopes about 
forty paces, which is easy to be fortified, the Shores of the Main Land 
being distant on each Side about nine hundred or a thousand Paces. 
Vessels cannot pass on the River but at the Mercy of the Cannon on 
the Islands ; which is the place we judged best, as well for the Situa- 
tion, the Goodness of the Country, as for the Communication we pro- 
posed to have with the Savages of the Coasts and the interior Country ; 
being in the Midst of them. This place is named by the Name of the 
Island Saint Croix. Passing higher up one sees a great Bay, in which 
there are two Islands, the one high, the other low, and three Rivers, two 
of a middling Size, one going towards the east, and the other to the 
north, and the third is large, which goes to the west. This is that of 
the Etchemins of which we have spoken above. Going into it two 
Leagues, there is a Fall of Water, where the Savages carry their 
Canoes by Land about five hundred Paces, afterwards re-entring it, 
from which, afterwards, crossing over a small Space of Land, one goes 
into the Eiver Norembeque and of S| John. In this place of the Fall, 
which the Vessels cannot pass because there is nothing but Rocks and 
because that there is no more than four or five feet Water, in May and 
June they take as great Abundance of Bass and Herrings as they can 
lade in their Vessels. The Soil is very fine, and there are about fifteen 
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or twenty Acres of Land cleared, where the Sieur De Monts sowed 
some Grain which came up very well. The Savages stay here some 
times five or six Weeks during the fishing Season. All the rest of the 
Country is a very thick Forest. If the Land was cleared Grain would 
grow there very well. This place is in forty five Degrees and one 
third Latitude, and the Variation of the Magnetic Needle is seventeen 
Degrees and thirty two minutes . . . Not having found a place more 
fit than this Island, we began to make a Barricade on a small Island a 
little seperated from the Island, which served as a Platform for our 
Cannon. Every one employed himself so faithfully that in a little time 
it was rendered a Defence . . . then the Sieur De Mons began to em- 
ploy the workmen to build the Houses for our Abode • . . After the 
Sieur De Mons had taken the place for the Magazine, which was 
nine Toises long, and three broad, and twelve feet high, he fixed on the 
Plan of his own Lodging, which was immediately built by good work- 
men ; he then assigned to each his place . . . We then made some 
Gardens, as well on the main Land, as on the Island . . . The Sieur De 
Mons determined on a Change of place, and to make another Habita- 
tion to avoid the Cold and Evils which we had in the Island S*. Croix. 
Not having found any Port which was proper for Us then, and the 
little time we had to lodge ourselves and to build Houses for that pur- 
pose, we caused two Barks to be equipped, on which was laden the Car- 
penter's' Work, of the Houses of S| Croix, to be carried to Port Eoyal, 
twenty five Leagues from thence, where we judged an Abode would be 
more mild and temperate " — 

In his Edition of 1632, after the above Passage where he mentions 
the Latitude and the Variation of the Needle, he adds, " in this place 
was the Habitation made in 1 604," and then immediately commences 
another Chapter as follows. " From the said River S\ Croix &c* &c' 
&cf." 

L'escarbot — Edit: 1618 — "Leaving the River S! John they came, 
following the Coast, at twenty Leagues from thence, into a great River 
(which is properly Sea) where they encamped on a small Island in the 
Middle of it, which being found strong by Nature and of easy Defence, 
besides that the Season had began to pass, and therefore it became them 
to think how they were to be lodged, without going farther they resolved 
to stay there . . . the Company staid there in the Middle of a large River, 
where the wind from the north and north west blows at pleasure ; and 
because at two Leagues above there are some Streams which coming 
cross-wise, to discharge themselves into this large Arm of the Sea, this 
Island, the Retreat of these French, was called Sainte Croix, twenty 
five Leagues more distant than Port-Royal . . . Before we speak of the 
Return of the Ships to France, it becomes Us to say that the Island of 
Sj Croix is very difficult to be found by one who has never been there ; 
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for there are so many Islands and great Bays to pass before one comes 
there, that I am astonished how any one had Patience to penetrate so 
far to go to find it. There are three or four Mountains, high above the 
others, on the Coasts, but on the north part from whence the River 
comes down, there is a pointed one more- than two Leagues distant. 
The woods of the Main Land are handsome and high to Admiration, 
and so is the Herbage. There are Streams of fresh "Water; very 
agreeable, where many of the People of the Sieur De Monts did their 
Work, and hutted there. As to the Nature of the Soil it is very good 
and happily fruitful ; for the Sieur De Monts, having caused a Piece of 
Land to be cultivated and sown with Rye, (I have not seen any wheat 
there) he had not the Means to attend to its Maturity to gather it, the 
Grain which fell had notwithstanding grown and shot up again wonder- 
fully, so that two Years after we gathered of it, as fair, large, and heavy 
as any in France, and which this Soil hath produced without Culture ; 
and at present it continues to increase every Year. The said Island is 
about half a French League in Circuity and at the End, towards the Sea, 
there is a Hillock, and as it were a separate small Island, where the said 
Sieur De Monts placed his Cannon, and there is also a small Chapel, 
built in the Fashion of the Savages, at the Foot of which there are so 
many Muscles as to be wonderful, which may be gathered at low Water, 
but they are small . . . During the said Voyage the Sieur De Monts 
worked at his Fort, which he had seated at the End of the Island, op- 
posite to the place where we have said he lodged his Cannon ; which 
was prudently considered, to the End to command the River up and 
down. But there was one Inconvenience, that the said Fort was on 
the Side to the North without any Shelter, except the Trees which were 
on the Bank of the Island, all of which thereabout he had forbid to be 
cut down. Without the Fort the Swiss had their Barracks, which were 
large and ample, and some small ones making an Appearance like a 
Suburb. Some had their Huts on the main Land, near a Stream, but 
within the Fort were the Lodgings of the said Sieur De Monts, made 
of fair and skilful Carpentry, with the Banner of France on the Top. 
In another part was the Magazine, where was deposited the Safety and 
Life of All, also of good Carpentry, and covered with Shingles, and 
opposite to the Magazine were the Lodgings and Houses of the Sieur 
d'Orville, Champlain, Champdore, and other Persons of Distinction. 
Opposite to the Lodgings of the said Sieur de Monts was a covered 
Gallery to exercise for Amusement or for the Workmen when it rained, 
and between the said Fort and the Platform of the Cannon all was filled 
with Gardens . . . The severe Season being passed, the Sieur De Monts, 
tired of his sorrowful Abode of Sainte Croix, determined to search for 
another Port, in a Country more warm and more to the south . . . 
having seen the Coast of Malebarrej and with much Labour, without 
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finding what he desired, he determined to go to Port Royal, to make 
his Stay there, and wait until he should have the Means to make a 
more ample Discovery ; so every one was employed to bind up his 
Pack, and they demolished what they had built with Infinity of Labour 
&c? &c? &c?" — 

Subsequent to the View of the Mouths of the Rivers in question, and 
the adjacent Objects, by the Commissioners, at the Instance of the 
Agents, in the Fall of 1796, the Edition of Champlain of 1613 was 
procured from Europe, containing a Map of the Isle Sainte Croix, a 
Copy of which is annexed ; and a Search having been then made, by 
digging into the Soil of Bone or Docias Island, Bricks, Charcoal, 
Spikes, and other Artificial Articles, have been found, and evident 
Foundations of Buildings have been traced. 

Whoever will compare these Proofs with the Bay of Passamaquaddy, 
including the Islands and Rivers in it, will perceive, that they result in 
Demonstration that the Island S'. Croix and the River <S* Croix, intended 
in them, are respectively Bone Island and the River Scudiac ; the Mouth 
of the River being imagined to be at some place below the Island, not- 
withstanding the Space between it and the Devil's Bead is, as has been 
intimated, more properly an Arm of the Bay, or as L'escarbot expresses 
himself, Sea. 

And here it would seem there might have been an End of the Ques- 
tion ; but the Agent on the part of the United States alledged, " that 
Mitchell's Map, published in 1755, was before the Commissioners, who 
negociated and concluded the provisional Treaty of Peace at Paris in 
1782 ; from that they took their Ideas of the Country ; upon that they 
marked the dividing Line between the two Nations ; and that by the 
Line marked upon it their Intention is well explained that the River, 
intended by the Name of the S'. Croix in the Treaty, was the eastern 
River which emptys it's Waters into the Bay of Passamaquaddy ; " and 
he thereupon offered in Evidence the Testimony of the three American 
Commissioners, as contained in the Depositions of two of them, and in 
the Letter from the other to M^ Secf Jefferson of the 8'! 1 April 1790, 
and also a Map of Mitchell as the identical Copy which the Commis- 
sioners had before them at Paris, it having been found deposited in 
the Office of Secretary of State for the United States, and having the 
Eastern Boundary of the United States traced on it, with a Pen or 
Pencil, through the Middle of the River, laid down as the S) Croix, to 
a Lake, laid down as its Source and named Kousaki, and continued 
thence north as far as to where it was conjectured it would come to the 
Highlands. 

The Agent on the part of His Majesty excepted to these Proofs 
on the Ground that the Matters, intended to be proved by them, were 
not admissable in • Evidence ; he nevertheless consented to their being 
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received, the Question on the Exception being understood to be reserved 
for the future Opinion of the Commissioners, if necessary. 

Deposition of President Adams — In answer to Interrogatories by 
the Agent on the part of the United States he deposed, " that Mitchell's 
Map was the only Map or Plan which was used by the Commissioners 
at their public Conferences, tho' other Maps were occasionally consulted 
by the American Commissioners at their Lodgings ; the British Com- 
missioners at first claimed to Piscataqua River, then to Kennebeck, then 
to Penobscot, and at length agreed to S' Croix as marked on Mitch- 
ell's Map — one of the American Ministers at first proposed the River 
Sj Johns as marked on Mitchell's Map, but his Colleagues observing, 
that as Saint Croix was the River mentioned in the Charter of Massa- 
chusetts Bay they could not justify insisting on Saint Johns as an Ulti- 
matum, he agreed with them to adhere to the Charter of Massachusett's 
Bay " — but in Answer to the following Interrogatory by the Commis- 
sioners, for the Sake of Explanation, " Whether it was understood, in- 
tended, or agreed, between the British and American Commissioners 
that the River Saint Croix, as marked on Mitchell's Map should so be 
the Boundary as to preclude all Enquiry respecting any Error or Mistake 
in the said Map in designating the River Saint Croix ; or whether there 
was any, and if so what, Understanding, Intent, or Agreement between 
the Commissioners relative to the Case of Error or Mistake in this respect 
in the said Map ? " — he further deposed, " that the Case of such sup- 
posed Error or Mistake was not suggested, and consequently there was 
no Understanding, Intent, or Agreement expressed respecting it." 

Gov, Jay's Deposition — he deposed, " that in the Course of the 
Negociations Difficulties arose respecting the eastern Boundary of the 
United States ; Mitchell's Map was before them and frequently con- 
sulted for Geographical Information. In settling the Boundary Lines 
(described in the Treaty), and of which the River S' Croix forms a 
part, it became a Question which of the Rivers in those parts was the 
true River S! Croix ?, it being said that several of them had that Name ; 
that they did finally agree that the River S! Croix, laid down in Mitch- 
ell's Map, was the River S'. Croix which ought to form a part of the 
said Boundary Line ; but whether that River was so decidedly and 
permanently adopted and agreed upon by the Parties as conclusively 
to bind the two Nations to that Limit, even in Case it should after- 
wards appear that Mitchell had been mistaken and that the true River 
S? Croix was a different one from that which is delineated by that Name 
in his Map, is a Question, or a Case, which he did not recollect nor 
believe was then put or talked of; for his own part he was of Opinion, 
that the eastern Boundaries of the United States ought, on Principles 
of Right and Justice, to be the same with the easterly Boundaries of 
the late Colony or Province of Massachusetts." 
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D[ Franklin's Letter — "I received Your Letter of the 21*' past, 
relating to the Encroachments made on the eastern Limits of the 
United States, by Settlers, under the British Government, pretending 
that it is the western, and not the eastern, River, of the Bay of Passa- 
maquaddy, which was designated by the Name of Sj Croix, in the 
Treaty of Peace with that Nation, and requesting Me to communicate 
any Facts, which my Memory or Papers may enable Me to recollect, 
and which may indicate the true River the Commissioners had in View 
to establish as the Boundary between the two Nations ; I can assure 
You I am perfectly clear in the Remembrance, that the Map we used, 
in tracing the Boundary between the two Nations, was brought to the 
Treaty by the Commissioners from England, and that it was the same 
that was published by Mitchell above twenty Years before. That the 
Map we used was Mitchell's Map, Congress were acquainted at the 
time, by a Letter to their Secretary for foreign Affaire which I sup- 
pose may be found on their Files." 

A Copy of Mitchell's Map is annexed, and the Copy, produced in 
Evidence, had on it the above mentioned Line traced with a Pen or 
Pencil, as stated by the Agent for the United States. 

On these Proofs, waiving the Exception to them, it will suffice to 
remark, — that a Boundary Line, which Mitchell has in his Map, is the 
only Indication of the River he intended by the S| Croix ; his Intent or 
Mind in this respect not being to be discovered from the relative Situa- 
tion of the River, or of the Lake laid down as its Source or from the 
Course or Length of the River, or the Form or Magnitude of the Lake, 
or indeed from the supposed Representations, as they appear on the 
Map, of any Objects whatever, the Map being, as to the Bay of Passa- 
maquaddy and the Rivers issuing into it, and which will be manifest by 
comparing it with the one annexed from actual Survey, erroneous or 
imperfect in the Extreme — that the Boundary Line above alluded 
to is a pricked Line drawn along the western side of the River S'. Croix 
to the Lake as its Source, and thence round along the southerly and 
westerly Sides, and so far along the northerly Side, of the Lake, until 
it comes to the most northerly part of it, and then it is " direct towards 
the north " to the River S'. Barnabas, being " the nearest River discharg- 
ing itself into the great River of Canada ; " — ■ that this Line was cer- 
tainly intended to represent what was deemed, at the time, to be the 
Boundary of Nova Scotia from the Mouth of the S' Croix to the S'. 
Lawrence — and therefore that the Map, and the other Proofs con- 
nected with it, instead of being of any Avail to the Party exhibiting 
them, are in Confirmation of the very Principle of the Claim of the 
opposite Party, namely, that the River intended in the Treaty of 1783 
is the River intended in the Grant for Nova Scotia ; the Reasoning 
from them being briefly, that the Commissioners at Paris intended the 
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River intended by Mitchell, and that he intended the River intended in 
the Grant for Nova Scotia. 

The Proposition of Fact above stated being thus proved, the Com- 
missioners, on the 25* Octof 1798, decided that the Scudiac was the 
River truly intended under the Name of the River S'. Croix in the 
Treaty of 1783; and it being expressed in the Treaty of 1794, " that 
the Declaration of the Decision should contain a Description of the 
River, and particularize the Latitude and Longitude of its Mouth and 
its Source," they were held, in addition to the principal Question, 
Which was the River, as to be distinguished from the Magaguadavic 
and every other River ?, to decide likewise which of the Branches was 
the main Branch and as such the River or Trunk, and where its 
Source should be deemed to be ; it is therefore to be further stated — 
that when the River was assumed, as a Boundary in the Grant for 
Nova Scotia, there was do Knowledge of it, at least from the Falls in it 
upwards, except what had been communicated to the French Colonists 
by the aboriginal Indians, as found in the above Extract from Cham- 
plain, and which amounts to no more, than that there were Portages 
from it to the Norembeque, supposed to be the Penobscot, and to the 
SJ John, and doubtless understood to be, the one from the western, and 
the other from the northern, Branch — that, previous to the Occasion 
of the present Reference, there never has been a Survey of the River, 
that the adjacent Country still remains unsettled and almost unfre- 
quented, and consequently that the Case was wholly destitute of the 
Evidence of the Intention of Parties, and also of such as might have 
arisen from Reputation by others, to govern or aid in determining either 
the place of the Source of the River or which of the two Branches was 
the main Branch — that these Branches are nearly of the same Mag- 
nitude and Rapidity at their Confluence — that the Head- waters of them 
are a Collection of Lakes, a number of them, in some Instances more 
and in others less, forming a Series connected together by Streights 
from the one to the other, and — that hence the Difficulties may easily 
be conceived which occurred in deciding between the Branches, and 
where the Source of the Branch which might be decided to be the 
main Branch, should be deemed to be ; and especially whether at the 
first, or at the most remote. Lake in a Series — The latter was the Rule 
adopted by the Commissioners — They decided that the Mouth of the 
River was at Ive's Point; that the Northern Branch was the main 
Branch or River, and continuing it through the several Lakes and the 
Streights connecting them in a Series, which extended to the greatest 
Distance, that its Source was at a Place for that purpose particularized 
in the Declaration as the Source of a Stream issuing into the most 
remote Lake. 

There is still a Question concerning the Boundary between the two 
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Nations in that Quarter, but as it partakes of the Nature of an omitted 
Case, in respect to the Reference under the Treaty of 1794, can be 
settled only by Negociation and Compact. 

The Treaty of 1783 supposes the River Sf Croix to issue immediately 
into the Bay of Fundy, and it intended that the two Nations should 
equally participate in the Navigation of the River ; the Question then 
is, How is the Boundary in the intermediate Space between where the 
Mouth of the Sf Croix hath been decided to be and the Bay of Fundy, 
to be established most consistent with the Intent of the Treaty ? — In 
answer to which it may be suggested, that the Boundary should be a 
Line from the Mouth of the River, passing through the Bay of Passa- 
maquaddy and one of the Passages from it into the Bay of Fundy, that 
the west Passage being unfit for the purpose, having a Bar across it 
which is dry at low water, the next to it must be taken, aDd the Line 
may be described, Beginning in the Middle of the Channel of the River 
S' Croix at its Mouth, thence direct to the Middle of the Channel between 
Point Pleasant and Deer, thence through the Middle of the Channel be- 
tween Deer Island on the East and North, and Moose Island and Campo- 
bello Island on the west and south, and round the eastern Point of 
Campo-bello Island to the Bag of Fundy. 

The Commissioners were Thomas Barclay of the Province of Nova 
Scotia, David Howell of the State of Rhode Island and Egbert Benson 
of the State of New York. 

The aforegoing was prepared and one Copy furnished to the President 
of the United States and another to the American Minister in London, 
and this remaining Copy is presented to The Massachusetts Historical 
Society ; because, if it is to be preserved, it can no where be so eligibly 
deposited as in their Collection. 

E. B. 

Mr. WiNSOB further said that in some investigations which 
he had recently made respecting the maps used in determining 
questions arising under the interpretation of the language em- 
ployed in the Treaty of 1783 respecting the bounds of Maine, 
he had hit upon the evidence, never before satisfactorily deter- 
mined, that the famous red line on the map discovered by 
Sparks was the equivalent of such lines which long ante- 
dated the Treaty of 1783. This was indeed divined by Sena- 
tor Benton and others during the debates upon the Ashburton 
Treaty, but it was not established by evidence. Long before 
the conclusion of the negotiations the United States Govern- 
ment had selected from the maps in Harvard College Library 
such as were considered of use in the discussion ; and these 

46 
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identical maps, marked as numbered in Gallatin's lists, are 
now in the College Library. The bugbear of the Red-line 
map not having then arisen, the maps in the same collection 
which would have quieted the apprehensions of Sparks and 
Webster were naturally overlooked. It may be recalled that 
Mr. Sparks discovered in the French Archives, in 1841, a note 
from Franklin to Vergennes, which referred to a map, sent to 
that minister, upon which Franklin had marked with a strong 
red line the bounds which had been agreed upon under the 
provisional articles. "With the expectation of finding this 
map, Sparks turned to the map collection of the same ar- 
chives, and discovered a small map by D'Anville, dated 1746, 
on which, in following the bounds of the revolted Colonies, 
there was a line of red pigment which kept the highlands 
across Maine south of the St. John nearly as the British 
claimed that it should run, but having a direction rather 
more favorable to the British than their claim. At a little 
later day the British Government sent an agent to the Paris 
Archives to find the map which Sparks described, and Brougham 
in his speech in Parliament at the time sa}-s Lord Granville's 
agent failed to find it; but according to Mr. Lewis J. Jennings, 
in his "Correspondence of John Wilson Croker " (London, 1884, 
vol. i. pp. 395, 400, 403), another map was found with a similar 
red line which favored the American claim. 1 At the time of 
the finding of the map favoring the American claim, the season 
had passed in which it was of use to declare that this last map 
was the true Franklin map ; and in the absence of any knowl- 
edge of it, Mr. Sparks came to the belief that his red-line map 
might well be, or at least might possibly be, the one referred to 
by Franklin. He brought home a copy of it, and sent it with a 
letter to Mr. Webster (Webster's Works, vol. ii. p. 143 ; Maine 
Hist. Soc. Coll., vol. viii. p. 96) suggesting its importance. It 
was alleged in the secret debates of the Senate upon the ratifica- 
tion of the treat}' (Benton's Debates, vol. xiv. p. 546, etc.), that 
Mr. Webster had used this map to force the consent of the Com- 
missioners of Maine to the treaty, and had held it up to Sena- 
tors as dangerous evidence in case a new negotiation should 
become necessary by the failure of the present. It is curious 

1 Sir Robert Peel is credited with acknowledging that the agent did eventually 
find the Sparks map (N. Y. Hist. Soc. Proc. 1843, p. 71). 
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to observe that Webster, after he had got the letter and map 
from Sparks, wrote to Mr. Everett, then our minister in Eng- 
land, and without letting him into the secret, cautioned him 
" against pressing the search after maps in England and else- 
where," plainly out of fear that the Sparks map might be re- 
discovered (Curtis's Webster, vol. ii. p. 103). Senator Benton 
and others who opposed the treaty in the Senate debates, 
explained away the Sparks map by assuming that the line 
belonged to the date of the map (1746) and not to the date of 
the treaty (1782), and that it represented an old French 
claim for the bounds of Canada upon Maine and Sagadahock. 
They brought no evidence to determine this beyond that of a 
map later than the treaty, which had a similar colored line, 
while a pricked uncolored line on the same map accorded 
with the American claim in following the highlands north of 
the St. John. That this uncolored line did not prove an offset 
to the colored line was owing to the absence of any legend 
explaining the lines. Accordingly the Sparks map has not 
ceased to be put forward in discussions of the subject even to 
a very recent day. The usual argument against its evidence 
has been simply that it could not be the map referred to by 
Franklin, because all other testimony respecting the line en- 
tertained by the American Commissioners, and even by the 
English Commissioners, was not in accord. This seems evident 
from the fact that the claim as formulated by the British was 
not fairly presented till some time had passed, namely, in 1815 ; 
but it is at the same time a striking concomitant that when 
it was first brought forward, Adams and Jay were both living, 
and so far as any record now exists failed to make any protest 
against it. 

In Canada it has been almost universally held, by writers on 
the Ashburton Treaty, that the concessions made by England 
were a surrender. This is seen in such essays as Coffin's 
"Quirks of Diplomacy," and Dent's "Last Forty Years of 
Canada ; " but Sir Francis Hiiicks, in a tract which he pub- 
lished at Montreal in 1885, on " The Boundaries formerly in 
Dispute between Great Britain and the United States," apolo- 
getically defended the American claim, and disposed of the 
Sparks map as simply a deceit practised by Franklin upon 
Vergennes. 

What Senator Benton divined was in reality the case, though 
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Sparks, in an article on the Treaty of Washington, which he 
printed in the " North American Review " in April, 1843, 
undertook to say that the line of the so-called Franklin map 
had " no connection whatever with any old boundary of 
Canada." But Sparks was mistaken. The maps for a long 
period before the Treaty of 1782-1783 had had two lines of 
demarcation across the present State of Maine, according as 
they represented French claims or showed those of England. 
The English maps without exception gave the bounds of Mas- 
sachusetts Bay north of the St. John ; and it was this line, 
according to the understanding of the American Commission- 
ers at least, that they were to engraft in the Treaty of 1782. 
This is undeniably the line given in all the maps published in 
England during the progress of the Treaty of 1782-1783, as 
shown in those of Sayer and Bennet, Bew, Willis, and Gary, 
not to name very many others. The French maps gave a line 
south of the St. John valley, varying more or less from time 
to time, but throwing into Canada all north of the English set- 
tlements, even if they did not include these settlements wholly 
or in part. The direction of the line as given in the small 
D'Anville map, found by Sparks, was just one of these French 
claims ; and we have the history of it in certain maps, begin- 
ning with the larger D'Anville map of the same year as the 
small DAnville map (1746) which Sparks found, and of this 
larger map Sparks seems to have had no knowledge. On this 
larger map the line across Maine is given in a dotted line, 
which carries it back to the date of the engraving of the map 
itself. 

The same dotted line is repeated in a Venice edition of 
DAnville published in 1776. We find it again in a revised 
edition of Delisle's Canada, published in Paris in 1783, and 
once more in 1784 in a French map, which Benton cited in 
the debates of the Senate upon the Treaty of 1842, and which 
bore upon it a dedication to Franklin himself, and professed 
to emanate from the Government map-office and to show the 
lines of the treaty then newly made. There is need of look- 
ing at these French maps with a good deal of scrutiny, and 
with a full recognition of the spirit which was animating Ver- 
gennes at this time. It must be observed that this French 
map of 1784 gives by a dotted engraved line the bounds along 
the highlands as claimed by the Americans, while the bounds 
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as claimed later by the British, are marked by a line of pigment. 1 
When we bear in mind the unconcealed purpose of the French 
Court to curtail wherever they could the bounds of the new 
republic, and particularly to flank it effectively on the side of 
Canada, we need not be at a loss to understand the carto- 
graphical devices of so wily a diplomatist as Vergennes in an 
attempt to resuscitate an old French line as being that which 
had been decided upon. The fact is that this French minister 
was the real instigator of the British claim, having an ulterior 
purpose, and acting in anticipation of the time when France 
might repossess Canada ; and the further fact is that the Red- 
line map which threw such consternation into the councils of 
Webster in 1842 was but the expression of this same ulterior 
and sinister purpose of Vergennes. Precisely what this old 
French line was, can now be demonstrated, though the evidence 
seems hitherto to have escaped notice. There was issued in 
Paris in 1755 a " Carte des possessions Angloises et Francoises," 
which had alternative lines as marking the French claims to 
the lands of Maine. One of these lines gave to Canada all 
east of the Penobscot stretching to the St. Lawrence, but it 
followed west of the Penobscot mainly the height of land in 
which that river and the Kennebec found their sources. The 
other claim continued this highland line in an easterly direction, 
till it struck the gulf of St. Lawrence at Baye Verte, thus cut- 
ting off the southern English settlements in Maine and ac- 
cording substantial^ with the line later claimed by the British. 
Both of these alternative lines were marked on this map of 
1755. The plate of this map four years later (1759) was 
transferred to London, and the map was there reissued as " A 
Map of the British and French Dominion in North America, 
by J. Palairet, improved by J. Rocque." This edition of the 
map has an engraved legend, reading as follows : " The red line 
drawn from Lake Ontario to Baye Verte shows another claim 
of the French north of the English Settlements, to the River 
St. Lawrence." Here we have the explanation of the line which 
in the maps of the French before the Peace of 1782 preserved 
an old claim, and in their maps after 1782 was used to give 
grounds for the curtailment of the American bounds, and 

1 Sparks likewise cites a copy of Mitchell's map which had belonged to Baron 
Steuben, on which a painted boundary line was equally favorable to the English 
claim. 
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was so readily adopted by the English geographer Faden in 
1785, after he had already in 1783 published a map favoring 
the American claim, and equally deceived Giissefeld in 1784 
in a map which he published at Nuremberg. More honest 
maps, both French and German, like Tardieu's in Paris and 
Reichard's in Nuremberg, continued, however, to favor the 
American claim. This map of the French royal geographer in 
1784, copied by the English royal geographer in 1785, repre- 
sents the hint given by Vergennes to England for a curtail- 
ment of the new republic in a part of the described bounds, 
which could be diversely interpreted, and the English official 
acceptance of the hint. Events which turned the attention 
of the English Government away from the question of bounds 
caused the seed which Vergennes had sown to lie without ger- 
mination till the experience of the War of 1812 made it for 
the interest of England to formulate their claim for the lower 
highlands. 

There are indications going to show that thirty years ago 
there was in existence a map which was described as one in 
which Franklin, jointly with Hartley, the English negotiator of 
the Definitive Treaty, had marked the bounds as agreed upon. 
A catalogue of a sale of manuscripts in London April 6, 1859, 
embraced papers which seemingly came from the estate of Da- 
vid Hartley, and disclosed a large number of papers respecting 
the Treaty of 1783, arranged by Hartley, and included such a 
map as has been mentioned. Though the date of the sale is 
so recent, I have not been able to find the final disposition of 
the map, nor does the sale of it seem to have been within the 
cognizance of the three or four people most likely to have 
known of it. I do not find that the London Athenaeum records 
any such sale. It would seem from the " Index " of the MSS. 
in the British Museum, published in 1880, that the correspond- 
ence, in part at least, of Franklin and Hartley at this sale 
passed into that library (pp. 586, 697, no. 23206, fol. 77 ; no. 
24321, fol. 4) ; and certain of the copies of the Hartley papers 
on the negotiation probably fell into the hands of Joseph Sabin, 
as Mr. John Bigelow informs me that Mr. Sabin at one time 
possessed such a collection of copies. 1 

1 Mr. Winsor has since received a letter from General Charles B. Norton 
(Boston, Oct. 30, 1887) in which he says : " I purchased the Hartley papers at the 
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The catalogue defines this map as follows: — 

No. 83. "The original map of the United States of America, 
sketched by Benjamin Franklin and H. B. M. plenipotentiary David 
Hartley, in Paris, in 1783. This most important document possesses 
historical and national interest, and marks the agreed boundaries and 
proposed western States." 

If we are left in ignorance of this map with its joint attesta- 
tion, there is a map of the highest authority which does exist 
and which supports the American claim. This is a Mitchell 
map of 1755 (known to have been the one used by the Com- 
missioners of the treaty, as acknowledged on both sides) which 
has in several places written along the line, in the hand- 
writing (as asserted by Brougham) of George III., the words 
" Boundary as described by Mr. Oswald." That it was not a 
line drawn by Oswald in the early part of the negotiations 
and rejected by the English Government (as shown in the map 
in Fitzmaurice's " Life of Shelborne," vol. iii. p. 294), appears 
from the fact that this map, differing from the map found 
among Jay's papers, includes the rectifications made by Strachey 
after he was sent over by the British Government to strengthen 
Oswald's hands. If this is not sufficient to establish this " Os- 
wald line " as the line of the Definitive Treaty, it is easy to show 
that Strache}' and Oswald agreed upon the line to be run in 
the upper part of Maine. It may be observed, in passing, that 
Mr. Webster, in writing to Mr. Everett (April 25, 1843) after 
the close of the Treaty of 1842, was so ill-informed regarding 
this map that he speaks of it and of the Jay map as showing 
bounds precisely identical ; and that Mr. Curtis in his " Life 
of Webster" (vol. ii. p. 168) has allowed the statement to pass 
without comment. 

Now, this map in the American interests, as attested by 
their most inveterate opponent, the King himself, was among 

sale in 1859. I offered the collection to the State Department in 1860, and a bill 
was offered in Congress for their purchase. At that time I struck off a circular 
of four pages, giving an analysis of their contents, which was sent to all historical 
societies and libraries. The papers were in a black walnut case, and the map 
with them. Long articles appeared in the ' Tribune ' and the ' Post ' at the time. 
During my absence with the army the collection was sold to a Mr. Hartley of the 
Treasury Department. He has since died ; and at the sale of his library the 
papers were doubtless purchased by Joseph Sabin, of New York." Mrs. 
Martha T. Lamb further states, in a private letter, that the Hartley collection was 
finally sold in New York for $650 to Mr. E. 6. Asay, of Chicago. 
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that monarch's maps turned over to the British Museum at his 
death ; but before the negotiations began in 1842, it had been 
withdrawn from that place of public access and assigned to the 
seclusion of the Foreign Office in London, if we may believe Lord 
Brougham's asseverations in Parliament. If we may believe 
similar evidence, it was known to Featherstonhaugh when he 
was sent over in 1838-1889 to work up the British theory of the 
lower line of the highlands below the St. John , but as if not 
to weaken the spirit of Ashburton, he was sent to America, as 
he acknowledges in a letter to Webster at a later date (Curtis's 
Webster, vol. ii. p. 168), without being let into the secret of 
it, 1 and did not know of it till the exigencies of securing an 
approval of the treaty in Parliament against its assailants 
induced Sir Robert Peel to bring the map forward and use it 
in the same way that Webster was charged with using the 
Sparks map in the secret sessions of the American Senate. 
We learn this from Brougham's speech (published in London, 
1843). We also know that Lord Aberdeen subsequently gave 
Edward Everett, then our minister, a view of it, as his despatch 
of March 31, 1843, shows. Everett, in his oration at the dedi- 
cation of the Webster statue in Boston, says that Peel and 
Aberdeen told him that they were in ignorance of this Oswald 
map till after the treaty was signed. This want of knowl- 
edge was at best a conveniens one ; for the ministry of Lord 
Melbourne had, as Brougham tells us, certainly known of it, 
and it is difficult to believe that the traditions of the Foreign 
Office were not preserved among the subordinates of the min- 
istry, if it was by them adroitly kept from the heads of the 
government. 

As if to perplex the matter beyond endurance, a map in 
1841, said to be a Mitchell map of 1755, was found by Mr. 
Lemon in the Record Office in London, which showed a red 
line — this time professedly faint — which was run in accord- 
ance with the British claim. An attempt was made at the 
time to connect it with Oswald ; but the map of King George 
III., already referred to, gave it little chance of commending 
itself to the attention of anybody, and Fitzmaurice (Shelburne, 
vol. hi. p. 324) says there was no proof deduced. 

1 His Government did, however, take care to supply him with a copy of the 
Faden map of 1785, which supported their claim. 
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Dr. Everett read passages from the oration alluded to, 
at the dedication of the statue of Daniel Webster, 21 Sept., 
1859, in which, among other points bearing on Mr. Winsor's 
paper, the author expresses his belief that the " Oswald map " 
was known to Featherstonhaugh, who was a man of very 
questionable veracity. 

Dr. Channing communicated the following letter : — 

Benjamin Frobisher to Dr. Mabane, Quebec. 1 

Montreal 19 th April 1784. 
Sir, — When you was at Montreal your time was so much employed 
in matters of Public Concern, that I had not the opportunity I wished 
for to enquire your sentiments on the Ambiguous sence of the late 
Treaty of Peace, respecting the line of Boundary between this Prov- 
ince & the United States, from Lake Superior to the westward ; with 
regard to which I must remark, that there is no such Thing as a Long 
Lake, as expressed in the Treaty, the only Communication from Lake 
Superior, is by that tract of Land known by the name of the Grand 
portage, which leads to a very small river on the west side, that derives 
its source from an adjacent Lake, and from thence to the extent of 
Lake Lepluie about One Hundred leagues, it is not as described a Long 
Lake, but is rather a Chain of Lakes, few of which have any visible 
Inlet or Communication with each other, which occasions in that short 
distance upwards of Forty Carrying places ; so that we are at a loss to 
know from the Tenor of the Treaty where the line is intended to be 
drawn, and anxiously wish to be informed about it, that we may not 
without previous notice, and sufficient time given to withdraw our 
property, be deprived of the only Communication from this Province to 
the North West, indeed for my own part, I apprehend a survey of the 
Carrying Place, and the Country adjacent will be highly necessary to 
ascertain, & fix unalterably, the Line in that Quarter, while on the 
other hand it will give us Time to discover another passage if such a 
Thing Exists, whereby we may in all Events leave that Branch of the 
Fur trade to the Province. 

Judge Chamberlain said he desired to place on record, 
in the Proceedings of the Society, a perfectly well-authenti- 
cated case of extreme longevity in Massachusetts, — that of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Merriam Putnam, widow of Colonel Jesse Put- 
nam, late of Danvers, and daughter of Dr. Silas Merriam, of 

1 Canadian Archives, series B, vol. lxxv. p. 75. 
47 
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Middleton. She was born in that town Nov. 14, 1784, and 
died at Danvers Sept. 20, 1887, at the age of one hundred 
and two years ten months and six days. In 1804 she mar- 
ried Jesse Putnam, a son of Deacon Joseph Putnam, who 
was a grandson of Lieutenant David, brother of General 
Israel Putnam. Mrs. Putnam was the mother of twelve chil- 
dren, and ever after her marriage lived in the house in which 
she died. 

He also presented two communications from Charles J. 
Hoadly, Esq.,. of Hartford, Connecticut, intended to supplement 
a paper on the " Authentication of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence," prepared by Judge Chamberlain, and printed in the Pro- 
ceedings of the Society for November, 1884. In addition to the 
names given in that paper of those who were not present in 
Congress July 4, 1776, though so represented by the printed 
journal of that date, Mr. Hoadly mentions William Williams 
and Oliver Wolcott, — the former not then even a member 
of Congress, though he was not long after, and probably 
added his name to that instrument at the general signing of 
the Declaration, August 2. Wolcott was absent from Con- 
gress from the latter part of June till Oct. 1, 1776, and must 
have affixed his signature after the latter date. He may have 
signed, November 4, with Thornton of New Hampshire, whose 
signature immediately follows Wolcott's on the original docu- 
ment. Mr. Hoadly also gives some interesting facts respecting 
the delay on the part of the Council of Safety and of the 
General Assembly of Connecticut officially to proclaim the 
Declaration. 

Mr. Hoadly's second paper states a fact not generally 
known, and now for the first time, perhaps, seen in print, — that 
some portions of the journals of the Continental Congress 
were published in a fuller form than we now have them in the 
editions published in thirteen volumes. Agreeably to the 
motion of Mr. Drayton, March 31, 1779, there was a weekly 
publication of the journals from that date — and of monthly 
journals perhaps earlier, as Drayton's order was retrospective 
to January 1 — to July 12 or even later ; Mr. Hoadly giving 
those dates from copies either in his own collection or in the 
New York State Library. The extracts from these journals 
given by Mr. Hoadly are of considerable importance, and show 
very clearly that accuracy, completeness, and convenience 
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require that a new edition of the Journals of the old Congress 
should be prepared and printed. 

Judge Chamberlain also called attention to two publications 
recently placed on the table of the Society, and both of more 
than common interest. The first is a new edition of the Mas- 
sachusetts Colonial Laws, in the Revision of 1672, with sup- 
plements through 1686 ; and the second, Professor Johnston's 
History of Connecticut, in the " American Commonwealth " 
Series. The laws published under the editorial supervision of 
William H. Whitmore, Esq., one of the Record Commissioners, 
Judge Chamberlain said were of special value, — greater, per- 
haps, than that of any other of the series previously published. 
It is true, he said, that the Revision of 1672 is occasionally to 
be seen ; but it is seen so rarely, and is of such cost, that even 
special students who find it necessary for their purposes can 
only consult it in some library where it is jealously guarded, 
as such treasures ought to be. But now that the volume is 
made easily accessible, and ma}' form part of private libraries, 
he had no doubt that it would stimulate, and go veiy far to 
answer, inquiry on a great many subjects of historical interest, 
hitherto treated very vaguely, if at all, through lack of knowl- 
edge, or because their proper treatment was incompatible with 
the limits of a general history of the State. The restoration 
of the Old State House had revived its history in the minds 
of the present generation. One of the most remarkable inci- 
dents which ever took place within its walls was James Otis's 
argument in 1761 on Writs of Assistance. John Adams said 
of the place and the occasion, " Then and there Independence 
was born ; " and in 1818, when he was an old man, — eighty- 
three years old, — he wrote a letter to William Tudor, de- 
scribing the scene and the actors, in terms graphic, close to the 
facts, and with an imaginative power which made the page 
one of the best in our literature. But nowhere in Otis's splen- 
did argument, nor in Gridley's, where it might more properly 
be looked for, is there any allusion to the fact, either as au- 
thority or as illustration, that the General Court of Massachu- 
setts had passed laws (see pp. 68, 119, 126) which went 
far beyond the Acts of 14 Car. 2 and 7 & 8 Wm. & Mary, 
which were supposed to give validity to Writs of Assistance 
in the Colonies, which were so grievous to our ancestors a 
hundred years later. These statutes seem to have escaped the 
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notice of Hutchinson, and even of the learned writer of the 
note on Paxton's case in Quincy's Reports. The republica- 
tion of the Revision of 1672 brings them to light ; and if they 
had little or no bearing upon the purely legal question be- 
fore the court in 1761, their political significance was very 
considerable. 

Judge Chamberlain said he could allude to a few only of 
the numerous and (to him) new facts brought to light in the 
volume. Who supposed, for instance, that the trial of revenue 
cases in Admiralty without a jury, which, when enacted by 
Parliament for the Colonies, caused so much dissatisfaction, 
was in substance the Massachusetts law of 1674 found on 
page 213 ? Many people who have wondered why a juryman 
should be the only man on the planet who can commit perjury 
with legal impunity, are not aware that it was ever otherwise 
in Massachusetts. Some instructive reading on that point, in 
addition to the Attaint of Juries at common law, may be found 
on page 202. Everybody knows that invasions of the king's 
prerogatives — such as the creation of corporations and the 
coining of money — were among the causes which led to the 
revocation of the charter in 1684 ; but it will be new to many 
that the Colonists apparently claimed the right to grant and 
annul patents. 

But there is no end, Judge Chamberlain said, to the inter- 
esting questions raised by this volume ; and for one, he was 
glad to see that the City Council had authorized the printing 
of the earlier Revision of 1660, and that it would appear in due 
time under the same able editorial supervision as that of the 
present volume. 

In respect to Professor Johnston's History of Connecticut, 
Judge Chamberlain said that it would be likely to provoke 
controversj'. He had read it with attention, and found it, as 
he had found everything from the same pen, able, candid, 
and instructive ; but he doubted whether some of his views 
would be accepted, — especially his claim that while "in Mas- 
sachusetts, after the real beginning of government, the town 
was subordinate to the colony, ... in Connecticut, on the 
other hand, it was the town that created the Commonwealth, . . . 
and that the town is the residuary legatee of political power;" — 
in other words (for such seems to be the statement), that the 
sovereign towns of Connecticut delegated certain powers to the 
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State Government, reserving to themselves all other powers ; 
and " that it is the State which is called upon to make out a 
clear case for powers to which it lays claim ; and that the 
towns have & prima facie case in their favor whenever a doubt 
arises." The doctrine of State sovereignty is as old as the 
Revolutionary War ; but, according to Professor Johnston, 
" town sovereignty " was established in Connecticut a hun- 
dred and forty years earlier, and has some sort of recognition 
in that Commonwealth even at the present day ; and more 
than this, — in the Connecticut system we may trace the " life 
principle of the American Union." This account of the gen- 
esis of Connecticut, and of the United States Constitution, 
is certainly interesting. 

Mr. Hoadly's Communication respecting the Declaration of Independence. 

The resolve of the General Assembly of Connecticut appointing 
delegates to Congress for the year beginning Jan. 1, 1776, which was 
passed at the October session, 1775, provided that Roger Sherman, 
Oliver Wolcott, and Samuel Huntington, Esqrs., should attend said 
Congress, and on the failure of either of the said gentlemen by sickness 
or otherwise, then that Titus Hosmer or William Williams, Esqrs., 
should supply the place or places of any or either of the said three 
gentlemen first named, in such manner that three of said delegates, and 
three only, do attend said Congress at any one time ; and the said 
three delegates, or any or either of them, who should be present in 
said Congress, were fully authorized and empowered to represent the 
Colony in said Congress. 

At a special session of the General Assembly of Connecticut, held at 
Hartford June 14-21, but upon what precise day of the session I am not 
able to say, because the Journals of either House are lost, it was — 

" Resolved unanimously by this Assembly, that the delegates of this 
Colony in General Congress be and they are hereby instructed to pro- 
pose to that respectable body, to declare the United American Colonies 
Free and Independent States, absolved from all allegiance to the King 
of Great Britain, and to give the assent of this Colony to such declara- 
tion when they shall judge it expedient and best." 

This is very nearly in the language of the resolve of the Virginia 
Convention, May 15, 1776, which had been communicated to the other 
Colonies by order of that Convention. 

In determining questions in the old Congress each Colony or Prov- 
ince had one vote, the delegates of each deciding how that vote should 
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be cast. Oue of the Connecticut delegation, Roger Sherman, had been 
appointed a member of the committee of five to prepare the Declaration ; 
and as the sentiments of his colleagues were in harmony with the in- 
structions of their constituents, the General Assembly, it was not abso- 
lutely necessary for the delegation to be full in order to give the vote 
of Connecticut in favor of independence. 

There were four signers on the part of Connecticut to the Declara- 
tion of Independence, — one more than our limited delegation. The 
names of these gentlemen, in the order of their signature, are Roger 
Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, and Oliver Wolcott. 
William Williams and Oliver Wolcott were not present in Congress on 
July 4, 1776, when the Declaration was adopted. 

Each colony paid its own delegation. Oliver Wolcott in his account 
charges for attending Congress from Jan. 4 to July 4, 1776, inclusive, 
182 days; and from Sept. 24, 1776, to May 12, 1777, inclusive, 231 
days. These dates are r respectively, those on which he set out from 
and returned home. The Journal of Congress as well as a letter from 
Silas Deane, whom he succeeded, both show that he did not take his 
seat in Congress until Tuesday, Jan. 16, 1776. In a letter to his 
brother-in-law, Deputy-Governor Matthew Griswold, dated New York, 
July 1, 1776, Oliver Wolcott writes 'I am on my way home for the 
recovery of my health and to see my family ; for three weeks past 
have been much unwell, owing, I suppose, to a too long confined way 
of living." He must have left Philadelphia about the last of June, 
1776. 

It appears, then, that Oliver Wolcott was not present when the Dec- 
laration of Independence was adopted, nor at the general signing of it 
on August 2, 1776. His name must have been affixed to that instru- 
ment at some time after Oct. 1, 1776, on which day he arrived at Phil- 
adelphia to attend Congress for the second time. 

In the Journal of the Connecticut Council of Safety is this entry, 
under date of July 11, 1776: — 

" Col. Oliver Wolcott having lately returned home from the conti- 
nental congress by reason of ill health, and it is the opinion of this 
board, that it is of importance that the Colony should have a full rep- 
resentation at congress, and that it is also the opinion of the Assembly 
that their full number of delegates should be present, &c, and by a 
letter from Col. Wolcott, expressing also his desire that another 
member should attend, &c. : This Board, having at turns discoursed 
on the subject at several days and times, do conclude and advise, that 
William Williams, Esqr., do, as soon as may be, repair to and attend 
said congress as one of the delegates appointed by the General As- 
sembly, Mr. Hosmer and he having discoursed and partly agreed on 
which should attend, &c." 
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William Williams charged for attending Congress from July 22 to 
Nov. 21, 1776, 123 days. These are the dates of his setting out from 
home and of his return again ; for on July 22 he was in Hartford, on 
his way to Philadelphia, and gave a receipt to the Treasurer of the 
Colony for money advanced. November 21, he was again in Hartford 
and attended a meeting of the Council of Safety. He was in Congress 
on the second day of August, 1776, when the Declaration waa signed 
by all the members then present, several of whom, besides himself, had 
not been members on the 4th of July preceding. 

That independence would be declared was very generally expected. 
Ebenezer Hazard wrote to General Gates from New York, July 5, 
that the night before it was reported in that city that Congress had 
determined on a declaration of independence, and that the vote was 
unanimous, except New York. 

On July 11, 1776, William Williams, then clerk of the Council of 
Safety, makes this entry on their Journal, " Congress Declaration of 
Independency received in a letter from Col. Trumbull to me." This 
must have been his brother-in-law, Joseph Trumbull, and not John, as 
Mr. Stuart says : the former was then in New York, the latter at 
Ticonderoga or thereabout. On the next day, July 12, the Journal 
says : " Letters from the Congress of 6th inst. came in (by express), 
containing information of their late Declaration of Independence and 
a copy of it, requesting the same to be duly published, &c." 

The following is a copy of the letter : — 

Philadelphia, July 6, 1776. 

Sir, — Although it is not possible to foresee the consequences of 
human actions, yet it is nevertheless a duty we owe ourselves and 
posterity, in all our public councils, to decide in the best manner we 
are able, and to trust the event to that Being who controls both causes 
and events so as to bring about his own determinations. 

Impressed with this sentiment, and at the same time fully convinced 
that our affairs may take a more favourable turn, the Congress have 
judged it necessary to dissolve all connexion between Great Britain 
and the American Colonies, and to declare them free and independent 
states, as you will perceive by the inclosed Declaration, which I am 
directed by Congress to transmit to you, and to request you will 
have it proclaimed in your Colony, in the way you shall think most 
proper. 

The important consequences to the American States from this 
Declaration of Independence, considered as the ground and foundation 
of a future government, will naturally suggest the propriety of pro- 
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claiming it in such a manner that the people may be universally 
informed of it. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

John Hancock, President. 

The Council Journal of the 12th goes on to say : " The matter and 
manner of publishing the Independency, as recommended by Congress, 
largely discoursed, and many things given out relative to the matter, 
&c, and concluded to lay it by for the present." 

Governor Trumbull at Lebanon on July 13 replied to the foregoing 
letter : — 

" Yesterday I received your letter of the 6th instant, enclosing the 
Declaration of the United States of America. I shall have it pro- 
claimed in the Colony in such a manner that the people may be 
universally informed of it." 

The Declaration was printed in the " Connecticut Courant," then 
published at Hartford on Mondays, weekly, in the earliest number in 
which it could have come out regularly, — that is, in the number for 
Monday, July 15, 1776. 

On July 18 the Council of Safety again took up and largely dis- 
coursed the matter of publishing the Independency, and finally thought 
best to let it remain for the determination of the General Assembly at 
their next stated session, to be held at New Haven on the second 
Thursday of October then next ; and whether the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was then, or ever, formally proclaimed in Connecticut I do 
not know. It was approved by the Assembly at the October session, 
1776, and at the special session held at Hartford in August, 1777, 
ordered to be recorded at length in the records of the Assembly. 

Mr. Hoadhfs Communication respecting the Journals of the Continental 

Congress. 

It is not generally known, and in fact I have never seen it stated, 
that any portions of the Journals of the Continental Congress were 
ever published by authority in a fuller form than we now have them in 
the editions published in thirteen volumes. 

On the 31st of March, 1779, on motion of Mr. Drayton, Congress 
passed the following resolution : — 

" Whereas it is essential to the interest and security of every free 
state, that the conduct of the public servants should be known to thein 
constituents : 
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Resolved, That, from the first of January last, the journals of this 
house, except such parts as have been or shall be ordered to be kept 
secret, be printed immediately ; and that, for the future, the journal, 
except as above, be printed weekly and sent to the executive powers of 
the several states, to be by them laid before their respective legisla- 
tures ; and that a printer be engaged to print for congress ; and also a 
printer or printers be employed to bring up the journals from the time 
of their present publication to the said first of January." 

Of the Journal published weekly under this resolve I have the fol- 
lowing : — 



April 24 


to May 3, 


pp. 16. 


* May 1 


to May 10, 


pp. 16. 


* May 10 


to May 15, 


pp. 14. 


May 17 


to May 22, 


pp. 24. 


* May 24 


to May 29, 


pp. 20. 


* May 31 


to June 5, 


pp. 15. 


# June 7 


to June 1 2, 


pp. 19. 


June 14 


to June 1 9, 


pp. 10. 


June 21 


to June 26, 


pp. 13. 


June 28 


to July 3, 


pp. 15. 


July 5 


to July 12, 


pp. 9. 



The New York State Library also has those to which a star is pre- 
fixed, and the following in addition : — 



February 1 


to March 1 , 


pp. 50. 


March 1 


to March 30, 


pp. 56. 


March 31 


to April 10, 


pp. 24. 



All these were printed by David C. Claypoole. How long the 
weekly publication of the Journals was continued I cannot say. 

These pamphlets contain a more complete record of the proceedings 
of Congress than is to be found in the annual volumes : for example, 
here is the record of Monday, April 26, 1779 : — 

" A letter of the 20th from T. Johnston, governor of Maryland, was 
read: 

" Ordered, That it be referred to the board of treasury. 
" A letter of this day from colonel M. Swoope was read : 
" Ordered, That it be referred to the commissary general of prisoners. 
" A letter of this day from major general Arnold was read : 
" Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 
" The members chosen, Mr. Paca, Mr. Duane and Mr. Burke. 
" A letter of this day from S. Deane was read : 

48 
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" Ordered to lie till the other dispatches are gone through. 

" A letter of the 24th from Charles Pettit was read ; also a letter of 
the 23d from general Washington. 

" Ordered, that the same be referred to the board of treasury. 

" Another letter of the 23d from general Washington, and one of the 
same date from major general Howe, were read. 

" A letter of this day from J. Carleton was read: 

" Ordered, That it be referred to the board of treasury. 

" A letter of the 22d from mons. de Conty was read : 

" Ordered, That it be referred to the board of war. 

" A letter of the 23d from W. Livingston, governor of New Jersey, 
was read, enclosing an original letter signed Dartmouth directed to the 
earl of Duumore, dated Whitehall, August the 2d 1775 : 

" Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee of intelligence. 

" The delegates of South Carolina laid before Congress two letters 
from T. Bee, lieutenant governor of South Carolina ; one of the 2d and 
the other of the 5th instant : 

" Ordered, That the letter of the 2d be referred to the board of 
treasury, and that the letter of the 5th be referred to a committee of 
three. 

" The members chosen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Burke and Mr. Laurens. 

" Mr. Scudder, a delegate from New Jersey, attended and took his 
seat. 

" On motion of Mr. G. Morris seconded by Mr. Searle, 

" Resolved, That the marine committee be directed to purchase the 
vessel called the Jason, lately captured and carried into Boston. 

" Resolved, That the reports of the board of treasury and board of 
war be postponed till to-morrow. 

" Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the committee 
on foreign affairs, and after some time spent thereon, 

" Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow." 

Now, of the above only that portion which is italicized appears in 
Vol. V. of the revised text published by order of Congress. 

Mr. T. C. Amoey recalled to mind that at the time of the 
adoption of the State Constitution, in 1779, the Judges of the 
Supreme Court, consisting of dishing, Sullivan, and Sumner, 
were directed to adapt the statutes of the Commonwealth to 
conform to our republican institutions, — a duty that occupied 
several years, but was for the most part completed by 1785. 
Judge Sullivan, then on the bench, for the first fifteen years 
President of this Society, had several classes of subjects allotted 
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to him. The volume of Acts presented by Judge Chamberlain 
is particularly valuable, as covering the period it embraces ; 
but a volume presenting the alterations in the statutes and re- 
solves to conform to our new institutions would be also of 
interest to historical and professional students, prepared either 
by the State or municipal government. 

Judge Sullivan, then Attorney-General of the State, was 
appointed by Washington, in 1797, to represent the United 
States under Jay's Treaty in determining the Northeastern 
Boundary so far as respected the river intended as the St. 
Croix, in the treaty of peace of 1783. The Commission met 
at Halifax, and later in Boston. Egbert Benson was se- 
lected by Judge Howell and Mr. Barclay as the third Com- 
missioner. Attended by experts and surveyors, they explored 
the Bay of Fundy and its neighborhood to ascertain the actual 
river St. Croix, as understood and intended by the contracting 
parties in 1783. The final report, Oct. 25, 1798, declared that 
the mouth of the river St. Croix was at Ive's Point in Passa- 
maquoddy Bay, Lat. 45° 5' 5", and Long. 3° 54' 15" east from 
Harvard College, — 67° 12' 30" from London. 

Sullivan argued in favor of the Magaguadavic, lying some- 
what farther east, as the river St. Croix, as proved by Indian 
traditions as well as by Lescarbot and other authorities ; but 
Barclay and Benson, influenced by the fact, it is said, that 
the British Government had made grants of land to the refugee 
loyalists about St. Andrews, and by some other considerations, 
reported for a line farther west. The islands in Passama- 
quoddy Bay were divided under the Treaty of Ghent, 1815, 
and the line of the highlands fixed by that of Washington 
in 1842. 

When preparing the memoir of Judge Sullivan, published 
in 1858, the family of Judge Howell sent Mr. Amory about 
eighty letters from Judge Sullivan in connection with the 
Commission, which after the publication of the work were 
returned to Providence. If any trace should be found of 
that correspondence, it might be an object for the custo- 
dians of our repositories of historical material to obtain the 
originals or copies for preservation. 

The suggestion seems advisable that a more complete jour- 
nal of the Continental Congress should be printed, as it is now 
not always easy to procure. That journal consisted of three 
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parts, — the general journal, the domestic, and the foreign 
(which was iept secret), — and the whole would be better 
understood if the arrangement were slightly changed. 

Mr. Haynes called attention to the following citation from 
the Boston "News-Letter," No. 1084, Oct. 29 -Nov. 6, 1724, 
and asked if any member of the Society could give him any 
information in regard to it : — 

" Philadelphia, Oct. 22. We hear from Jamaica that there has 
lately arrived there from New Spain on their way home two New 
England men, who have been absent from their country near fifteen 
years. They were, with some others, taken captive by the Indians 
and carried to Canada, from whence they soon after made their escape 
with a small party, and travelled over the whole continent of America 
to California; where building a barque they coasted down along to 
Panama, and so came overland to the North Sea. One of them is an 
ingenious man, and has kept a journal of their travels, discoveries, and 
adventures, which, 't is said, are very extraordinary." 

This story is not referred to in the exhaustive study of 
authorities to be found in Mr. Andrew M. Davis's article on 
" The Journey of Moncacht-Ape"," published in the " Pro- 
ceedings of the American Antiquarian Society," April, 1883. 

Mr. Haynes also stated that from the same source of infor- 
mation he had discovered the explanation of a reference in 
Sewall's Diary which had puzzled the editors. In the Diary, 
Feb. 9, 1720-1, 1 Sewall says : — 

"Mr. Yeomans, speaking of the N. England Coelibacy, said, such 
things ought not to be printed in a well-ordered Government." 

To this the editors have appended the following note : — 
"This work, if it were a published book, seems to be unknown. 
But the ' Courant,' later in the same year, printed numerous communi- 
cations on the subject of the discouragements to matrimony, and it 
would seem as though there might have been some publication on the 
subject." 

Now, in the "News-Letter," No. 883, Feb. 6 -Feb. 13, 
1721, there had appeared the following communication : — 

"Salem, Dec. 13, 1717. A specimen of New English Celibacy. 

" Tho' Rome blasphem the Marriage Bed, 
And Vows of single life has bred; 

i Vol. iii. p. 280. 
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Chaste Parker, Stoughton, Brinsmead, Noyes, 
Shew us the odds 'twixt Force and Choice ; 
These Undefiled, Contracted here, 
Are gon to Heav'n and Married there. 

S. S. 

" Let Rome's Anathemas be Dead, 
God did appoint the Marriage Bed; 
Tho' Earthly Nuptials these had none, 
Yet now they'r Wedded to the Three in One. 
In Salem with the Bridgroom Joyned all, 
Shewing free Grace in Adam's fall. 

J. W." 

The first epigram has been printed by Mr. Sibley in his ac- 
count of the Rev. Nicholas Noyes, who died in Salem, Dec. 13, 
1717. 1 Mr. Sibley copied it from a letter written by Judge 
Sewall to his brother Stephen, Dec. 23, 1717, which had been 
printed previously in the " New England Historical and Gene- 
alogical Register." 2 There, as well as in Mr. Sibley's article, 
it is preceded by this Latin epigram, — 

" Malleus haereticis; ceteris salatior Sanctis; 
Hie jacet Egregius Prseco, Poeta pius." 

The epithet " salatior " Mr. Haynes considered a most unfor- 
tunate one, under the circumstances, to apply to the deceased 
divine ; and he hazarded the conjectural emendation of " so- 
lutior " — that is, " more unfettered " — as what had probably 
been written by Sewall, but misread by the transcriber. 

The other English epigram in the " News-Letter " was 
written by John Winthrop, whose compositions in verse are 
occasionally to be found there. 

A new serial, containing the Proceedings of the Society for 
April, May, and June, was laid on the table by the Recording 
Secretary. 

Professor Goodwin communicated, with remarks, the Rec- 
ords of the Old Colony Club, with a view to their publication, 
either in part or entire, in the Proceedings of the Society; 
whereupon the whole subject was referred, with full power, 
to a committee consisting of Messrs. Goodwin, Deane, and 
Lord. The Records here follow, prefaced by an historical 
statement by the Committee. 

1 " Harvard Graduates," vol. ii. p. 243. 
4 Vol. xxiv. p. 291. 
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Records of the Old Colony Club. 

By ^consent of the owner of the Records of the Old Colony- 
Club, Mr. Ben Marston Watson, of Plymouth, a transcript 
has been made for the Society's use. 

" This Club," writes Mr. Watson, " was founded by my 
grandfather, John Watson, and six other young men whose 
autographs may be seen on the first page of the Records. I 
suppose these names are in the order of the ages of the signers. 
John Watson and ' Ned Winslow ' had but recently graduated 
at Harvard College, — the former in 1766, and the latter in 
1765. Pelham Winslow graduated in 1753, and John Thomas, 
a classmate of Edward Winslow, in 1765. Five others sub- 
sequently became members of the Club by election. The 
Club was the first to celebrate the ' Landing of the Pilgrims,' 
and this celebration was first called ' The Anniversary ' in these 
pages. The first oration ever delivered in memory of the Fore- 
fathers, by Edward Winslow, Jr., a member of the Club, may 
be seen herein. My grandfather was the last surviving mem- 
ber of the Club, and at his death these Records were in his 
possession. Thence they came to my father, and so to me. 
My grandfather afterward became President of the Pilgrim 
Society." 

The Club never consisted of over twelve members, all young 
men, — seven founders, and five others elected. The invited 
guests were generally the elderly gentlemen of the town, and 
visitors. Among these we find the names, from time to time, 
of several persons distinguished in political and social life and 
for legal attainments ; for example, John Adams, Robert Treat 
Paine, Sampson Salter Blowers, Daniel Leonard, Thomas 
Oliver, Thomas Fluker, Jr., Richard Lechmere, James Otis, 
Samuel Alleyne Otis, Dr. Charles Stockbridge, James War- 
ren, Edward Winslow, General John Winslow, Thomas Davis, 
and William Sever. 

The Club in the year of its institution celebrated the event 
of the " Landing." At a meeting on December 20, it was 
" Voted, That Friday next be kept by this Club in commemora- 
tion of the first landing of our worthy ancestors in this place ; 
that the Club dine together at Mr. Howland's, and that a num- 
ber of gentlemen be invited to spend the evening with us at the 
Old Colony Hall." Friday, the day assigned for the commem- 



1887.] RECORDS OF THE OLD COLONY CLUB. 383 

oration, was the 22d of December ; and thus, by a mistake in 
the calculation, was inaugurated, at the start, an error which 
was continued to our own day. 1 The Club met accordingly at 
their hall, and thence proceeded to the house of Thomas South- 
worth Howland, innholder, situated in North Street, " which is 
erected upon the spot where the first licensed house in the Old 
Colony formerly stood. At half after two a decent repast was 
served up, which consisted of the following dishes." The body 
of the Records is referred to for the menu on this occasion, and 
for the doings of the Club in detail, which show that the cele- 
bration was worthy the occasion. The anniversary was com- 
memorated every year by the Club during its brief existence. 
In 1770 a short oration or address was made by a member of the 
Club, Edward Winslow, Jr. ; in 1772 a sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Chandler Robbins, the minister of the First Parish ; 
and in 1773, a sermon by the Rev. Charles Turner, of Dux- 
bury, the town and First Parish participating. But the exist- 
ence of the Club was drawing to a close. The Revolutionary 
War was coming on, and party lines were forming. More 
than one half the members of the Club were Loyalists ; and 
the concluding meetings in November and December, 1773, 
show that they alone were controlling its fortunes. With the 
close of that year came the end of the Club. 

Dr. James Thacher made a free use of these Records in pre- 
paring his History of Plymouth, 1832 (second edition, 1835) ; 
but it was thought that perhaps the Historical Society might 
like to print them entire, including the names of the members 
and of the invited guests present at the several meetings, al- 
though very often nothing else is recorded. The names may 
hereafter serve a genealogical or biographical purpose. 

A brief notice of the members of the Club will conclude 
these preliminary remarks : 2 — 

1 Seventeen years before the Old Colony Club was institued, in 1752, eleven 
days had been dropped in the calendar, throughout England and her colonies, in 
order to reconcile the new and old styles at that time ; and these gentlemen of the 
Club appear to have thought that they must add eleven days to Dec. 11, 
1620, to get the true day of the landing. On the same erroneous principle we 
should in this century be obliged to add twelve days, and thus the anniversary 
would have become a movable feast. In 1850 the Pilgrim Society voted to 
hold the anniversary meetings hereafter on the 21st of December instead of 
the 22d. It will be noticed that in 1770, when the 22d fell on Saturday, Monday 
the 24th, and not Friday the 21st, was celebrated by the Club. 

2 It has not seemed practicable to the Committee to attempt a biographical 
sketch of all the invited guests at the several meetings of the Club whose names 
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Isaac Lothrop, the President of the Old Colony Club, was 
born in 1735. He was the son of Isaac Lothrop, Esq., who 
died in 1750, and he was the oldest of five children by a sec- 
ond marriage. After receiving the usual school education 
he lived seven years with a merchant in Boston. Soon 
after the expiration of his clerkship he returned to' Plymouth, 
where he passed the remainder of his life, first as a merchant, 
but from the year 1778 as Register of Probate, which office 
he retained till his death, July 25, 1808. In 1774 he and 
James Warren were chosen to represent the town in the 
Provincial Congress. Respect for his character and historical 
attainments was shown in his early election as a member of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, he and the Hon. David 
Sewall, of York, Maine, being the first members elected after 
its institution in 1791. On his decease Judge Davis was ap- 
pointed to write his memoir, which was printed in 2 Coll. vol. i. 
pp. 258-260, in which his virtues are delineated with the ardor 
which sincere respect and warm attachment for the deceased 
alone would inspire. Mr. Lothrop was never married. 

Pelham Winslow was a descendant of the first Edward, and 
the second son of General John, who removed the Acadians 
in 1755. He was born in 1737, graduated at Harvard College 
in 1753, and studied law with James Otis ; and he and Oakes 
Angier (H. C. 1764) were the only barristers in Plymouth 
County before the Revolution. Sympathizing with the Loyalists 
on the outbreak of the Revolution, he, with his cousin Edward 
Winslow, Jr., took refuge in Boston, and on the " evacua- 
tion " went to Halifax, thence to New York, enlisting in the 
service of the Crown ; and he became a major. His name was 
in the Act of 1778, in which over three hundred Refugees were 
proscribed and forbidden to return. He died on Long Island 
in 1783, leaving a wife, Joanna White, whom he married 
about the year 1770, and two daughters, Anna and Mary, at 
Plymouth ; the former became the wife of Dr. Nathan Hay- 
ward, and the latter the wife of Henry Warren, father of the 
late Judge Charles Henry Warren. Mrs. Pelham Winslow 
continued to live in Plymouth till her death in 1829. 1 

are enrolled on the Records, — some one hundred in numher ; but brief notices 
are given in the notes of those who were invited to meet the Club at the first and 
second celebrations of the anniversary, in 1769 and 1770. 

1 See Sabine ; Davis's Landmarks ; Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc, vol. xxii. p. 29, 
vol. xviii. p. 268. 
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Thomas Lothrop, the Secretary of the Club, was a brother 
of Isaac, its President. He was born in 1740 ; married in 1773 
Lydia, daughter of Nathaniel Goodwin, and had children, 
Caleb and Harriet. Harriet married Chandler Robbins, son 
of the Rev. Chandler Robbins, minister of the First Parish in 
Plymouth. Thomas, the Secretary, died in 1794. 1 

Elkanah Cushman, the Steward and Treasurer of the Club, 
a descendant of Robert, was the son of Elkanah, of Plympton. 
He was born Nov. 13, 1741 ; married Mary, daughter of Ansel 
Lothrop ; and had a son, Elkanah, who was born in Plymouth 
June 1, 1769, and died in Boston, June 13, 1841. This son, 
Elkanah, married, first, Dec. 26, 1790, Susannah Wendell Lo- 
throp, who died Feb. 8, 1815 ; and second, Oct. 18, 1815, Mary 
Elizabeth Babbit, who was the mother of Charlotte Saunders 
Cushman, the distinguished actress, born in Boston, July 23, 
1816. He had six children by his first wife and five by the 
second. Elkanah, the Steward of the Club, was probably a 
Loyalist and Refugee. In a list of " Refugees from the County 
of Plymouth," found among the Winslow Papers, his name 
appears from the town of Plymouth ; and Sabine (vol. ii. 
p. 503) says that " he was a petty officer of the customs," and 
that '"in 1776 he embarked at Boston for Halifax with the 
British army." In a list of persons who embarked from Bos- 
ton on the evacuation, taken from a paper in the handwrit- 
ing of Walter Barrell, Inspector-General, who was one of 
them, is " Elkanah Cushman, Tidesman,'" with a solitary "1" 
against his name, showing that he embarked alone. 2 

John Thomas, son of Nathaniel, of Plymouth, by a third 
wife, Elizabeth Gardner, was born in 1745, and graduated at 
Harvard College in 1765. A daughter of Nathaniel's second 
wife married General John Thomas of the Revolution. John, 
the subject of this notice, owned and probably built the Old 
Colony Hall, in Market Street, in which the Club held its 
meetings. This property he sold when he left the country 
to Thomas Davis, Jr., and LeBaron Bradford. He married 
Anna, daughter of Thomas Mayhew. He left Plymouth 
probably in 1780, and in 1815 was living in Liverpool, Nova 
Scotia. He died in 1823. 3 

1 See Thacher's Plymouth, p. 176 ; Davis's Landmarks. 

2 See Proe. Mass. Hist. Soc, vol. xxii. p. 234, vol. xviii. p. 266 ; Cushman 
Genealogy, passim. 

8 See Sabine, vol. ii. p. 352 ; Davis's Landmarks, pt. i. pp. 236, 237, pt. it 
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Edward Winslow, Jr., whose name often occurs in these 
Records without the " Jr.," was a descendant of the first 
Edward, and a son of Edward, the brother of General John. 
Edward, Jr., was born in 1746, and graduated at Harvard Col- 
lege in 1765. He was Naval Officer at Plymouth, and, jointly 
with his father, Register of Wills. Adhering to the Crown in 
sympathy with his father, he joined the royal army in Boston, 
went to Lexington with Lord Percy, was appointed by Gen- 
eral Gage Collector of Boston and Register of Wills in Suf- 
folk ; went to Halifax on the evacuation, and was made there, 
by Sir William Howe, Secretary of the Board of General 
Officers, with Lord Percy President, to distribute donations 
to the troops ; went to New York, was appointed Muster- 
Master- General of the forces, and remained in that capacity 
during the war. In 1779 he was chosen by the Refugees in 
Rhode Island their commander, and served during two cam- 
paigns ; he went to Halifax with his father, and was there Mili- 
tary Secretary until his father's death in 1784. Next year he 
went to New Brunswick as one of the King's Council and 
Paymaster of Contingencies, and died at Fredericton in 1815, 
aged seventy. He married Mary Symonds after he left Ply- 
mouth, and had many children. He has the honor of having 
delivered, Dec. 22, 1770, the earliest address in commemoration 
of the landing of the Pilgrims, a record of which is here 
preserved. Elkanah Watson, in the " Men and Times of 
the Revolution," 2d ed. p. 85, says of him: "He joined the 
army, and in the expedition to Lexington was its guide, acting 
as aid to Lord Percy. In that battle he had a horse shot 
under him. He was a manly, noble, splendid fellow ; gen- 
erous to a fault, a gentleman in feeling, and elegant in per- 
son. An only son to bear up his distinguished name, he was 
naturally the idol of his father as well as of two maiden sisters 
of rare accomplishments. His father remained at Plymouth, 
isolated among his Whig relations, and deprived, by the dis- 
asters of the times and the approaching conflict, of every 
means of support, although accustomed to all the luxuries of 
wealth." 1 

pp. 184, 262, and MS. notes ; 2 Mass. Hist. Soc Coll., pp. 776, 777 ; Proc. Mass. 
Hist. Soc, vol. xxii. p. 224. 

1 See Sabine ; Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc, vol. xxii. pp. 224, 229-242 ; MS. notes 
of William T. Davis. 
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John Watson, the last surviving member of the Old Colony 
Club, son of John and nephew of George, was born in 
1747 ; graduated at Harvard College in 1766 ; married, first, 
in 1769, Lucia, daughter of Benjamin Marston, of Manchester ; 
second, in 1796, Eunice Marston, widow of Lazarus Goodwin. 
His sympathies in the Revolution were with the Loyalists, of 
whom there were many in the Old Colony ; but he took the 
oath of allegiance and adhered to his country. He was the 
proprietor of Clark's Island, which he inherited as the de- 
scendant of Elkanah Watson, one of the original grantees 
from the town of Plymouth. He lived there during the last 
forty years of his life. Dr. Thacher says: " He always felt a 
peculiar attachment to the spot, as affording antiquarian asso- 
ciations, which he delighted to indulge in, and to recount 
to his family and friends." He was President of the Pil- 
grim Society from 1821 to his death, Feb. 1, 1826. At the 
centennial celebration of the Landing, Dec. 22, 1820, when 
Mr. Webster delivered the oration, Mr. Watson as Vice- 
President, in the absence of the President, the Hon. Joshua 
Thomas, presided during the hours of dinner. For a full 
account of the celebration see Thacher's " Plymouth," under 
this date. Among his children was Benjamin Marston Watson, 
whose son, Benjamin Marston, of " Hillside," Plymouth, is the 
present owner of the Records of the Old Colony Club. 

Cornelius White, with the prefix of "Captain" in the Rec- 
ords, was elected a member July 12, 1769. He was a son of 
Gideon White and Joanna Howland, and was born in 1744. 
His tombstone recites that he " foundered at sea Sept. 22, 
1779." He died unmarried. His sister Joanna married Pel- 
ham Winslow. His name appears in the list of Refugees from 
Plymouth, referred to above ; and as " Cornelius White, mari- 
ner, of Plymouth," he was proscribed in the Act of 1778 and 
forbidden to return to the country. 1 

Thomas Mayhew, Jr., — son of Thomas Mayhew, who prob- 
ably came from Chilmark, Martha's Vineyard, and was de- 
scended from Thomas, the common ancestor of the family, 
— was born in Plymouth in 1744. He probably shared the 
political sentiments of his father, who was a Whig. 2 

1 See Russell's Pilgrim Memorials, 3d ed. p. 79. 

2 See Indian Converts, etc., by Experience Mayhew, London, 1727, p. 280 ; 
Davis's Landmarks. 
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Oakes Angier was a son of the Rev. John, minister of East 
Bridgewater, who for a short time taught school in Plymouth. 
Oakes, whose grandmother was a daughter of the Rev. Urian 
Oakes, was born in 1745, graduated at Harvard College in 
1763, read law with John Adams, settled in West Bridgewater, 
and became an eminent lawyer. 1 

Alexander Scammell was at this time teacher of the public 
grammar school in Plymouth. He was born in Mendon, now 
Milford, Massachusetts, and graduated in 1769 at Harvard 
College. His name disappears from these Records after April 
1, 1771 ; and in August following he served in some capacity 
on board the armed sloop " Lord Chatham," bound from the 
Piseataqua River to Boston. He served in the army during the 
Revolution, was Colonel of the Third New Hampshire regi- 
ment, was made Adjutant-General of the Continental Army by 
Congress, and on the 30th of September, at the siege of York- 
town, where he commanded a chosen corps of light infantry, 
he was wounded ; he died the following month while a pris- 
oner at Williamsburg. Colonel David Humphreys wrote a 
monumental epitaph, which was placed over his grave, in 
which occur these lines : — 

" Brave Scammel's fame, to distant regions known, 
Shall last beyond this monumental stone, 
Which conquering armies (from their toils returned) 
Reared to his glory, while his fate they mourned." 2 

Samuel Adams, the twelfth and last member who signed the 
Constitution of the Club, and whose name appears in the 
Records as il Captain" Adams, had several times attended 
the meetings " by invitation," and, having expressed a wish to 
become a member, was elected March 25, 1772. He was prob- 
ably a sea-captain. He attended but two meetings of the Club 
after his election, the last on April 15 ; and at a meeting 
on the following January, a notice is taken of the death of 
" brother Adams," which had occurred on the 5th of the pre- 
ceding August, at Cape St. Nicholas Mole, a port on the 
extreme northwest side of Haiti. 

1 See Mitchell's Bridgewater, pp. 106, 107 ; Davis's Landmarks, pp. Ill, 112. 

2 See Allen's Biographical Dictionary ; Davis's Landmarks, pt. i. p. 113 ; 
Humphreys' Works, p. 195, ed. of 1804. 
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Old Colony Club. 

January 13, 1769. 

We whose names are underwritten, having maturely weighed and 
seriously considered the many disadvantages and inconveniences that 
arise from intermixing with the company at the taverns in this town 
of Plymouth, and apprehending that a well regulated club will have 
a tendency to prevent the same, and to increase not only the pleasure 
and happiness of the respective members, but also will conduce to their 
edification and instruction, do hereby incorporate ourselves into a soci- 
ety by the name of the Old Colony Club ; for the better regulation of 
which we do consent and agree to observe all such rules and laws as 
shall from time to time be made by the Club. Dated at our Hall in 
Plymouth the day and year above written. 

Isaac Lothrop John Watson 

Pelham Winslow Cornelius White July 12* 

Thomas Lothrop Thomas Mayhew Jun' 

Elkanah Cushman Oakes Angier 

John Thomas Alxd' Scammell 

Edward Winslow Junr Samuel Adams. 

January 13. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club at our Hall in 
Plymouth this thirteenth day of January, a. d. 1769. 

Present : Mr. Isaac Lothrop John Thomas "") 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow I Members of 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson [ said Club. 
Elkanah Cushman J 

The following rules and laws were voted and made ; namely, — 

1. The members to be at the room at candle-lighting, and not to 
remain there after eleven o'clock. 

2. Any person who shall manifest a desire to be admitted as a mem- 
ber shall be proposed at a full meeting, and shall not be admitted with- 
out the unanimous vote of the Club, and paying his proportion of the 
value of the stores that shall be in stock at the time of his admission. 

3. If either of the members shall at any time be desirous of quitting 
the Club, he shall first pay to the steward his proportion of such sums 
as the Club may be in arrears at the time of his dismission. 

4. No member of this Club shall invite any gentleman of this town 
without the consent of the major part of the Club, nor any stranger 
without the approbation of one or more of the Club. 

5. Whatever articles of stores, etc., shall be thought necessary for the 
use of the Club, a list of them shall be made out by the steward with 
their supposed value, and each member's proportion advanced to him. 
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6. The Steward at the end of every quarter shall render an account 
of all the articles purchased for the use of the Club, and produce his 
vouchers, and if it appears that he has expended more money than was 
advanced to him he shall immediately be reimbursed by the Club ; and 
if he is in arrears it shall be carried to the Club's credit for another 
quarter. 

7. If it should so happen that any difference or quarrel should arise 
at any meeting of the Club between any of its members, it shall be set- 
tled and adjusted by the majority of the others then present, and the 
aggressor (by the determination of said majority) shall make such 
acknowledgment and satisfaction as shall be enjoined him, and no 
member shall make mention of any such quarrel or dispute at any 
time or place out of Club. 

8. That the Club meet on every Wednesday evening. At said 
meeting Mr. Edward Winslow, Jun', being previously desired by the 
Club to purchase certain stores, etc., presented his account with his 
vouchers for acceptance, which was allowed of by the Club, and ordered 
to be recorded, and is as follows ; namely, — 

To cash p? Cap! Elkanah Watson as "§ note on file . 13 . 6 

To ditto p? Mr. Thomas Wethrell f ditto .... 11 . 5 

To ditto p* Mr. Jonathan Diman f ditto .... 11 . 2£ 
To ditto p* Mr. Nathaniel Goodwin f ditto ... 2 . 

To ditto p? Mr. John Russell f receipt 6 . 

To ditto p? Mr. Isaac Symmes 1 note .8 

To ditto p? Mr. Thomas Doten f ditto 19.4 

Reimbursed to Mr. Edward Winslow . . . . £ 3 . 4 . 1 J 

Voted, That Mr. Elkanah Cushman shall be Steward of this Club, and 
in consideration of the trouble he will be at in the execution of his office 
he shall be exempted from any expenses of the Club. 

Voted, That the Steward shall present the compliments of the Club to 
Cap? Elk? Watson and Dr. Nath. Lothrop, and desire their company 
at our Hall on the next Wednesday evening. 

January 18. Present, all the members. Capt. Watson j -g invitation 

Doct. Lothrop j 

Mr. Steward's bill presented and accepted ; namely, — 

Thomas WetherelPs account . 1 . 2 J \ 

Cap! Watson's ditto . 1 . 2£ V Reimbursed .3.9 

Elk? Cushman .1.4) 

Voted, That the steward present the compliments of the Club to Wil- 
liam Watson, Esq!, and M! Ephraim Spooner, and desire their company 
at our Hall on the next Wednesday evening. 
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January 25. At another meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas J 

Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow Jun r > Members. 
Elkanah Cushman ) 

William Watson Esq5 > _ . . 

■Mir -c i • c y By invitation. 

Mf Ephraim Spooner J ' 

MT Ephraim Spooner (hearing some one of the members object to 
the boy's carrying the mug out of the room for water) was kind 
enough to offer the Club a large can, for which he had the thanks of 
the members present ; and after the gentlemen by invitation had with- 
drawn, the following vote passed : Voted, That Mr John Russell and 
W. Thomas South : Howlaud be invited the next Club night. 

February 1. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Thomas Lothrop "^ 
Elkanah Cushman I 
Edward Winslow f Membera - 



John Watson 
Mf John Eussell , „ . 

W. T. South: Howland > By lnvltatl0n - 



} By in 



Voted, That no invitation be given to any one till the next Club 
night. 

February 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Thomas Lothrop ) 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow J' > Members. 
Elk? Cushman . John Watson ) 

Voted, That the steward lay before the Club at their next meeting 
a draught of the Old Colony Coat of Arms proper to be engraved on a 
plate for a mug. 

February 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present : Isaac Lothrop John Thomas \ 

Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow & > Members. 

Elkanah Cushman John Watson ) 

Voted, That the steward (he having presented a draught) shall engrave 
on a silver plate the figures represented on said draught for a mug. 

February 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 
Cap? Thomas Matthews by invitation. 

Voted, That our Pelham Winslow shall procure Lex Mercatoria for 
the use of the Club. 
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This night the silver plate (agreeable to the vote of the last meet- 
ing) was produced by the Steward and unanimously approved, and the 
thanks of the Club given him for his ingenious performance. 1 



March 1 . At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present : Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 



Pel-ham Winslow 
Elkanah Cushman 



Edward Winslow & 
John Watson 



Members. 



March 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman \ 

Pelham Winslow John Watson V Members. 

Thomas Lothrop ) 

Mr. Edward Clarke ) ,,„ . T .. . . „ 
_. _ . Y i$y invitation. 

Capt. otaunton ) 

March 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop 

Pelham Winslow 
Elkanah Cushman & 
John Watson 
Cap? Watson by invitation. 

March 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present : Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 



- Members. 



Pelham Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop 



& 
Edward Winslow 



Members. 



March 29. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 

April 5. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 

Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow & 
Elkanah Cushman John Watson 
This night Lex Mercatoria was brought into Club. 2 



Members. 



1 The Old Colony Coat of Arms which the steward was instructed to engrave 
on a silver plate was probably that represented in the volume of Laws of the 
Colony, published in 1685, and copied by Judge Davis into his edition of the 
Memorial, p. 9. Whether the plate was ever put to the use designed is not 
known. 

2 " Lex Mercatoria in Rediviva, or the Merchant's Directory," etc., a book 
compiled by Wyndham Beawes, merchant, consul at Seville and St. Lucan (first 



By invitation. 
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Quarterly Night. 

April 12. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 

Robert Treat Paine Esq' " 
Daniel Leonard Esq 1 : 
Mr. John Sprague & 
Mr. Oakes Angier 

This night ends the first quarter, held at Mr Jona. Diman s front 

room. 

M' Steward presents his account current, stands C' 6 . . 2 a 

Balance carried new account 10 . 5| 5 . 9 . 8 \ 

Add what Mf Ed : Winslow first advanced 3 . 4 . 1| 

Expense for first quarter amounts to 8. 12. 9 -J 

April 19. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman ) 

Pelhani Winslow John Thomas > Members. 

Thomas Lothrop ) 

Doctor Charles Stockbridge & ) r, . .... 
•»«> t xt. f -By invitation. 

W. Isaac Le Baron J 

This night begins a new quarter. Rent commences to Mr John 
Thomas for Old Colony Hall @ 16/8 d ? Quarter. 1 

April 26. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop John Thomas ) 

Thomas Lothrop & > Members. 

Elkanah Cushman John Watson ) 

Cap? Allen of the Marines on board the " Romney " by invitation. 2 

edition, 1750 ; second edition, 1761). Harvard College lias a copy of the fourth 
edition, 1783, edited by Thomas Mortimer. The last edition was edited by 
J. Chitty, 1813. No trace of this copy can now be found in Plymouth. 

1 The meetings of the Club for the first quarter ending April 12 were " held at 
Mr. Jonathan Diman's front room," on the corner of North and Court Streets. 
The Old Colony Hall, in which the Club thenceforward continued to hold its 
meetings, was on Market Street. It was built by John Thomas, one of the mem- 
bers of the Club, and not unlikely, as Mr. Davis ( Landmarks of Plymouth, p. 237) 
thinks, for its use and occupation. It was for many years the most considerable 
hall in Plymouth, and has only recently been removed. 

3 The British man-of-war " Romney," of fifty or sixty guns, arrived in Boston 
harbor from Halifax a few days before the seizure by the custom-house authori- 
ties of Hancock's sloop " Liberty," June 10, 1768 ; and she gave protection to 
the officers from the mob which the seizure had occasioned. Subsequently, on 
the first of October, she was one of " near upon fourteen ships of war lying with 
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May 3. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow ) -_ 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson j 

May 10. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club at the new Hall. 

Present, all the members. 

Mr Joseph Church and Mr Thomas Mayhew by invitation. 

May 17. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman } 

Pelham "Winslow Edward Winslow > Members. 
Thomas Lothrop ) 

The Hon bIe John Winslow EsqT 

Nathaniel Ray Thomas Esq5 

Mf Oakes Angier L By invitation . 

Doctor Charles Stockbridge 

Doctor Isaac Winslow & 

Mr Thomas Mayhew Jun. 

May 24. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop 

Thomas Lothrop 
Edward Winslow ' 
John Watson 

Mr Joseph Church and Mr Thomas Mayhew by invitation. 

May 31. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. Present, all the 
members. 

June 7. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Elk? Cushman 

Pelham Winslow John Thomas. 

Thomas Lothrop 

June 14. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow & 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson. 

M r Ephraim Spooner by invitation. 

their broadsides to the town, having springs on their cables," to cover the landing 
in Boston of the two regiments from Halifax. The " Romney " would seem to 
be lying in the harbor of Plymouth at this time. See Gordon's American Revo- 
lution, London ed., vol. i. pp. 231-233, 247. 



Members. 
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June 21. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members. 

Cap! Joseph Trumble & Mr Samuel Adams by invitation. 

June 28. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop John Thomas } 

Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow r Members. 

Elkanah Cushman John Watson ) 

Cap! Cornelius White by invitation. 

July 5. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop John Thomas ") 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow V Members. 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson ) 

Robert Treat Paine Esq? ^j 

Daniel Leonard Esq? „ . .... 

,„ A , . . .^ > By invitation. 

Mf Oakes Angier & ( J 

Cap! Cornelius White. J 

Quarterly Night, 

July 12. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman \ ^. , 

Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow J 

Cap! Cornelius White having manifested a desire to be admitted 
a member of this Club, he was in a full meeting the last Club night 
proposed (agreeable to law), and this night by a unanimous vote was 
admitted. 

M5 Steward presented his bill for the last quarter ending this night, 

amounting to 10.17.10 

which was accepted and discharged. 

July 19. At a meeting of .Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow John Thomas ~\ 

Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White > Members. 

Elkanah Cushman Edward Winslow ) 
M r Oakes Angier by invitation. 

July 26. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Thomas Lothrop ) 

Elkanah Cushman V Members. 
Edward Winslow ) 
Mf John Russell ) 

M? Lemuel LeBaron & V By invitation. 
M? Graves ) 
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August 2. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop John Thomas \ 

Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow j- Members. 

Elkanah Cushman John Watson ) 

MT Oakes Angier \ 
Mr Edward Clarke v By invitation. 
MT Thomas Mayhew ) 

M' Thomas Mayhew having manifested an inclination or desire to 
be admitted a member of this Club, and having been approved, it was 
voted that MT Steward (when all the members are in town) should 
notify a meeting for that purpose, and for regulating some other particular 
matters of the Club. 

August 9. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop John Thomas ) 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson & V Members. 

Elkanah Cushman Cornelius White) 

M r Thomas Mayhew ) ,> • ... .. 
Cap! Henry KeUom } B * Umtatl ° n ' 

August 16. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop John Thomas ") 

Pel ham Winslow Cornelius White I M , 

Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow [ 

Elkanah Cushman John Watson J 

Cap' Elkanah Watson and MT Edward Clarke by invitation. 

Voted, That those members who belong to this Club and whose busi- 
ness may call them out of the Province shall pay 2/3 a night to the 
Club while in the government, until further regulations be made in this 
matter. 

August 22. At an occasional meeting of the Old Colony Club called 
agreeable to the vote of the 2d instant, MT Thomas Mayhew, JunT, was 
admitted a member thereof by the unanimous vote of the Club. 

Voted, That Pelham Winslow, Thomas Lothrop, and Edward Winslow 
be a committee to draw a form for the admission of future members. 

August 23. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 

MT Morson of Dominica 

Cap* Hanson of Jamaica „ ., . . 

,„ , , „. > By invitation. 

MT Andrew Thomson 

MT Edward Clarke 
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August 30. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 

Cap' Abraham Hammatt " 

M? Andrew Thomson 

M r John Russell & 

M'. Robert Brown 



Gentlemen by invitation. 



September 6. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Thomas Mayhew 

Pelham Winslow Cornelius White , , 

Elkanah Cushman Edward Winslow & f Members - 
John Thomas John "Watson 

Cap' Solomon Davis ") Gentlemen 
Major John Vassall & V by 
M r John Russell ) invitation. 

September 13. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop John Thomas j 

Pelham Winslow Thomas Mayhew I 
Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White & f Mem ° er s- 
Elkanah Cushman John Watson J 

Cap' Abraham Hammatt by invitation. 

Voted an occasional meeting to-morrow at twelve of the clock, at 
the request of MT Steward, in order to raise some cash. 

September 14. At an occasional meeting of the Old Colony Club, 
called agreeable to the vote of last night, M.'. Steward's request was 
answered. 

September 20. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Pelham Winslow Thomas Mayhew i 

Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White I j£ emDers 

Elkanah Cushman & j 

John Thomas John Watson J 

September 27. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members, and W. Oakes Angier by invitation. 

October 4. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members, and MT Oakes Angier, R. T. Paine, 
D. Leonard, and Cap? Hill by invitation. 

Mr Oakes Angier having manifested a desire to be admitted a mem- 
ber of this Club, it was voted that an occasional meeting should be 
called the 7th instant for that purpose. 
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October 7. At an occasional meeting of the Old Colony Club, agree- 
able to the vote last Club night, Mr Oakes Angier was admitted a 
member of this Club by a unanimous vote. 

Quarterly Night. 

11* At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 

Pelham Winslow John Watson 

Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White 

Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew 
Col? Thomas Oliver Edward Winslow EsqT & ) By 

Richard Lechmere Esq? Cap' Gideon White ) invitation. 

M? Steward presented his bill for the last quarter ending this night, 

amounting to 3.12. 4^ 

which was allowed and discharged. 



- Members. 



October 18. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present : Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 



Pelham Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop 
Elkanah Cushman 



Cornelius White 

& Y Members. 

Thomas Mayhew 

Cap' Elkanah Watson and M r Abraham Hammatt, Jun., by invitation. 

Voted, That Mess™ Pelham Winslow, Elk? Cushman, and Tho? May- 
hew be a committee to see what repairs the Hall requires, and consult 
with carpenters to know the expense and report accordingly. 



• Members. 



October 25. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop John Watson 

Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White 
Elkanah Cushman & 

Edward Winslow Thomas Mayhew 

Doctor Charles Russell & Cap? Samuel Doegett y . . ,. ^ 

r do j invitation. 

November 1. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present : Isaac Lothrop John Watson 



Thomas Lothrop 
Edward Winslow 
John Thomas 



Cornelius White 

& 
Thomas Mayhew 



► Members. 



Members. 
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November 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Pelham Winslow Elkanah Cushman ) M , 
Thomas Lothrop Thomas Mayhew ) 

November 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present : Pelham Winslow John Watson "i 

Tho? Lothrop Cornelius White 

Elkanah Cushman & 

Edward Winslow Thomas Mayhew 

Voted, That every member each Club night shall at the Hall deposit 
half a pistareen for the use of the Club. And at said meeting Mr. 
Elkanah Cushman was chosen Treasurer to receive and account for the 
money to be deposited agreeable to the above vote. 

Voted, That Oakes Angier shall be accountable for his half pistareen 
only such nights as he shall meet with the Club, and that Cornelius 
White and Thomas Mayhew be accountable for their half pistareens 
while in the Province. 

The committee chosen the 18th of October having reported, Voted 
that the said committee contract with carpenters to repair the Hall and 
report the expense. 

November 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except Mr. Angier. 

Col? Stephen Miller & , „ , . , 

s, tnt invitation. 



Mr Elisha Lord 



} By in 



November 29. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 

December 6. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Thomas Lothrop John Watson 

Elkanah Cushman Cornelius White I Members. 
John Thomas & 

Edward Winslow Thomas Mayhew . 
M* Elisha Lord by invitation. 

December 13. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 

R. T. Paine Esq? M? Alexander Scammell ) By 

Dan? Leonard EsqT MT Peleg Wadsworth ) invitation. 

The committee chosen the 15th of November last to repair the Hall 
etc., reported that the expense of said repairs amounted (as f particular 

bill exhibited) to £4.7.4 

which report was accepted, and the bill discharged. 
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December 20. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow ~| 

Pelham Winslow Cornelius White I „ , 
Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew | 
John Thomas J 

Cap' Elk? Watson by invitation. 
Voted, That the steward purchase a cheese with the money now in 
the treasury. 

Voted, That Friday next be kept by this Club in commemoration of 
the first landing of our worthy ancestors in this place. That the Club 
dine together at M? Howland's, 1 and that a number of gentlemen be 
invited to spend the evening with us at the Old Colony Hall. 

Old Colony Day. 

Friday, December 22. The Old Colony Club, agreeable to a vote 
passed the 20th instant, met in commemoration of the landing of their 
worthy ancestors in this place. On the morning of said day, after dis- 
charging a cannon, was hoisted upon the Hall an elegant silk flag with 
the following inscription, " Old Colony 1620." At eleven o'clock a. m. 
the members of the Club appeared at the Hall, and from thence pro- 
ceeded to the house of M'. Howland, innholder (which is erected upon the 
spot where the first licensed House in the Old Colony formerly stood). 
At half after two a decent repast was served up, which consisted of the 
following dishes ; namely, — 

1. A large baked Indian whortleberry pudding. 

2. A dish of sauquetash. 2 

3. A dish of clams. 

4. A dish of oysters and a dish of codfish. 

5. A haunch of venison roasted by the first jack brought to the 
Colony. 

6. A dish of sea-fowl. 

7. A ditto of frost-fish and eels. 

8. An apple pie. 

9. A course of cranberry tarts, and cheese made in the Old Colony ; 
dressed in the plainest manner (all appearances of luxury and extrava- 
gance being avoided, in imitation of our worthy ancestors whose mem- 
ory we shall ever respect). At four o'clock p. m., the members of our 
Club, headed by the steward carrying a folio volume of the laws of 

1 This was Thomas Southworth Howland, so often the guest of the Club. He 
was son of Consider Howland, who had also been an innholder. The house 
stood on the north side of North Street, where the house owned by Nathaniel 
Morton now stands. (See Davis's Landmarks, pt. i. p. 172.) 

3 Succotash : maize and beans boiled together. 
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the Old Colony, hand in hand marched in procession to the Hall. Upon 
the appearance of the procession in the front of the Hall a number of 
descendants from the first settlers in the Old Colony drew up in a regu- 
lar file and discharged a volley of small arms, succeeded by three 
cheers, which were returned by the Club, and the gentlemen gener- 
ously treated. After this appeared at the Private Grammar School 
opposite the Hall a number of young gentlemen, pupils of Mr Wads- 
worth, 1 who to express their joy upon this occasion, and their respect 
for the memory of their ancestors, in the most agreeable manner joined 
in singing a song very applicable to the day. At sun setting a cannon 
was discharged and the flag struck. 

In the evening the Hall was illuminated, and the following gentlemen 
(being previously invited) joined the Club ; namely, — 

Col° George "Watson Cap! Thomas Davis 

Col° James Warren Doctor Nath! Lothrop 

James Hovey EsqT MT John Russell 

Thomas Mayhew Esq! Mr Edward Clarke 

William Watson EsqT Mr Alexander Scammel 

Cap' Gideon White Mr Peleg Wadsworth 

Cap' Elkanah Watson M r Tho s South : Howland. 2 

The President (being seated in a large and venerable chair which 
was formerly possessed by William Bradford, the second worthy 
Governor of the Old Colony, and presented to the Club by our friend 

1 Peleg Wadsworth taught a private school in Plymouth at this time, while 
his classmate, Alexander Scammel!, taught the public school here. The house 
in which the school was kept, "opposite the Hall," was that known as the 
Lazarus Symmes house, and it is referred to by Sewall in his Diary. Wadsworth 
was a native of Duxbury, and a son of Deacon Peleg. He married, in 1772, 
Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel Bartlett, of Plymouth. He was in the War of 
the Revolution, became a Major-General, and gained distinction. He afterward 
settled in Portland, Maine, and was prominent in political life. His eldest daughter, 
Zilpah, married Stephen Longfellow, and became the mother of the poet Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow. He died in Hiram, Maine, Nov. 18, 1829. (See Davis's 
Landmarks; Winsor's Duxbury ; Drake's Biographical Dictionary.) 

2 A brief sketch is here given of the persons invited to unite with the Club in 
the celebration of this first anniversary of the Landing of the Pilgrims : — 

Colonel George Watson, half-brother of William, noticed below, and uncle of 
John of the Club, was born in 1718; married, 1748, Abigail, daughter of Richard 
Saltonstall, and had George and another son. He married next, in 1753, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Peter Oliver, and had Mary, 1754, who married Elisha Hutchinson ; 
George, 1757 ; Sarah, 1759, who married Martin Brimmer, the grandfather of 
the present Martin, of Boston ; Elizabeth, 1767, who married, first, Thomas Russell, 
of Boston, and, second, Sir Grenville Temple. He married, third, Mrs. Phebe 
Scott. Sir Grenville Temple Temple, son of his daughter Elizabeth, born 1799, 
married Mary, daughter of George Baring, brother of Lord Ashburton. Colonel 

51 
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Dr. Lazarus LeBaron of this town) 1 delivered the following toasts suc- 
cessively to the company ; namely, — 

Watson was a Loyalist during the Revolution, but he took the oath of allegiance 
and was a good citizen. Dr. Thacher, who notiaes his death under Dec. 13, 
1800, at the advanced age of eighty-three, commends him as possessed of every 
virtue under heaven. His gravestone has these lines written by Judge Davis : — 

'* No folly wasted his paternal store, 
No guilt nor sordid avarice made it more ] 
With honest fame and sober plenty crowned 
He lived, and spread his cheering influence round. 
Pure was his walk, and peaceful was his end ; 
We blessed his reverend length of days, 
And hailed him in the public ways, 
With veneration and with praise, 
Our father and our friend." 

James Warren, son of James and grandson of James, was born in 1726. All 
the three Jameses in succession bore the office of sheriff, — the first 1699 to 1700, 
the second 1733 to 1762, the third 1762 to 1779. He graduated at Harvard Col- 
lege in 1745, was Pay master- General in the continental army, Major-General of 
Militia, and succeeded Dr. Joseph Warren as President of the Provincial Con- 
gress. He is said to have suggested to Samuel Adams the formation of Com- 
mittees of Correspondence. He married Mercy Otis, daughter of James Otis, of 
Barnstable, and sister of the patriot, and died in 1805. 

James Hovey, born in 1709, was son of Ivory Hovey, of Ipswich, and brother 
of the Rev. Ivory. He married, in 1735, Lydia, daughter of John Atwood. He 
lived in Plymouth in what is now the Central House, built by Nathaniel Clark, 
one of the Councillors of Andros, and son of Thomas Clark of the " Ann," 1623. 
(W. T. Davis's MS. notes.) 

Thomas Mayliew, the father of Thomas, Jr., of the Club, was probably son 
of Jonathan, of Chilmark. He married, in 1740, Mary, daughter of Thomas With- 
erell, sometimes a guest of the Club, and had Mary, 1742 ; Thomas, 1744 ; Anna, 
1746, and others. He was Naval Officer of the Port of Plymouth for several 
years, was a zealous Whig and a Justice of the Peace. On Feb. 11, 1778, a 
petition was addressed to him as Justice of the Peace by Andrew Croswell, 
" Clerk of the Committee of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety for the 
Town of Plymouth," representing " that there is in the opinion of said Com- 
mittee sufficient reason to suspect [ twenty -one persons are here named ] as 
inimical to the United States," and he is requested " to proceed immediately 
against the above-named persons agreeably to an Act of said State passed the 
present session of the General Court, entitled an Act for prescribing and estab- 
lishing an oath of fidelity and allegiance." Mayliew accordingly issued his war- 
rant to the sheriff to notify the several persons named to appear on the twelfth 
day of February to take the oath prescribed, which duty he performed. There 
was a large assemblage and considerable excitement. Dr. Thacher says that " the 
persons arrested were Tories, but highly respectable; they were treated with 
lenitj', and having complied with the requirements of the law were liberated, and 
consequently found among our most peaceable and useful citizens." Among the 
persons named in the clerk's notice was Edward Winslow, who subsequently 
left the country and never returned. Three members of the Club had already 

1 This old chair is now in possession of Mrs. William Hedge, of Plymouth, in 
fine-preservation. 
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1. To the memory of our brave and pious ancestors the first settlers 
of the Old Colony. 

left the country or joined the enemy: Pelham Winslow, Edward Winslow, Jr., 
and Cornelius White. (Davis's Landmarks, p. 188 ; Thacher's Plymouth, 2d ed. 
pp. 207, 210.) For the Act of the State relating to Allegiance and Fidelity, 
giving the form of the oath, and also the Act of Proscription and Banishment, 
and prohibiting the return of nearly three hundred persons named in it, see 
" Acts and Resolves of Massachusetts," vol. v. pp. 912-917 ; and for the Act of 
Confiscation, p. 966 et seq. 

William Watson, half-brother of George, was born in 1730, and graduated at 
Harvard College in 1761. His father, John, son of the first Elkanah, had married, 
in 1715, Sarah, daughter of Daniel Rogers, of Ipswich, by whom he had John and 
George ; by a second wife, lie had William and Elkanah. William, the subject of 
our notice, married, in 1756, Elizabeth, daughter of Benjamin Marston, of Manches- 
ter ; and one of the children, Ellen, married Judge John Davis. He was ranked 
among the Whigs and patriots of the Revolution. In 1775 he was made by the 
Provincial Congress the first postmaster in the town. In 1782 he was appointed 
Naval Officer of the Port, and served until the adoption of the Constitution in 
1789, and was then appointed, by Washington, Collector of the Port, and served 
until 1803. He died April 22, 1815. (See Thacher's Plymouth, p. 228; Davis's 
Landmarks.) 

Gideon White, born in Marshfield in 1718, was great-grandson of Peregrine, 
and father of Cornelius of the Club, and of Gideon, Jr., who became a Refugee. 
He married Joanna Howland in 1744, and moved to Plymouth, where he died 
March 3, 1779. He was a zealous Loyalist, but remained in the country and took 
the oath of allegiance. The Whites and Winslows, all connected with Marsh- 
field, were inclined to loyalty. Sabine gives an interesting account of the son 
Gideon, the Refugee, and of his descendants. 

Elkanah Watson, son of John, was brother of William, and half-brother of 
George. He was born in 1732; married, in 1754, Patience, daughter of Benjamin 
Marston, of Manchester, and was father of Elkanah, commemorated in the volume 
" Men and Times of the Revolution, or Memoirs of Elkanah Watson," etc., 2d 
ed. 1857, and of Marston, an early member of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, who was father of the late John Lee Watson, formerly Rector of Trinity 
Church in Boston. (Davis's Landmarks, and MS. notes.) 

Thomas Davis, son of Thomas and Katherine Wendel, of Albany, was born 
in Albany in 1722 ; came to Plymouth in 1737 from North Carolina, where his 
father had moved, and became here an extensive merchant. He married, in 
1753, Mercy, daughter of Barnabas Hedge, and was father of Sarah, Thomas, 
William, John, Samuel, Isaac P., and Wendell. He lived and died in Town 
Square, and he set out the elms, now so conspicuous there. He died in 1785. His 
grandson William, son of William, married Joanna, daughter of Capt. Gideon 
White, of Shelburne ; and their children, Charles Gideon Davis and William 
Thomas Davis, now live in Plymouth. 

Dr. Nathaniel Lothrop was brother of Isaac and Thomas Lothrop, Presi- 
dent and Secretary of the Club, and was born in 1737 ; graduated at Harvard 
College in 1756 ; and before his death was, with the exception of Dr. Holyoke, 
the oldest graduate. He died Oct. 9, 1828, aged ninety-two. He is commemo- 
rated by Dr. Thacher in his History of Plymouth. 

John Russell was a merchant from Grenock, Scotland, and married in Ply- 
mouth, in 1757, Mercy, daughter of Nathaniel Foster, and was the progenitor 
of the Russell family here. He was the grandfather of Dr. LeBaron Russell and 
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2. To the memory of John Carver and all the other worthy govern- 
ors of the Old Colony. 

3. To the memory of that pious man and faithful historian Mr. Secre- 
tary Morton. 

4. To the memory of that brave man and good officer Cap? Miles 
Standish. 

5. To the memory of Massasoit, our first and best friend and ally 
of the natives. 

6. To the memory of Mr. Robert Cushman, who preached the first 
sermon in New England. 1 

7. The union of the Old Colony and the Massachusetts. 

8. May every person be possessed of the same noble sentiments 
against arbitrary power that our worthy ancestors were endowed with. 

great-grandfather of William G. Russell, now living in Plymouth. He died in 
Middleborough, and was there buried. (W. T. Davis's MS. notes ) 

Edward Clarke was a Boston gentleman who was on a visit to Plymouth at 
this time. He married Elizabeth Watson, daughter of John Watson, and sister 
of John of the Club. 

Alexander Scammell became soon a member of the Club, and he is noticed 
with the other members in the remarks prefixed to the Records. A notice of 
Peleg Wadsworth appears at page 401, and of Mr. Howland on page 400. 

1 The sermon here attributed to Robert Cushman was first printed in London 
in 1622, as " A Sermon preached at Plimmoth in New-England December 9. 
1621. in an assemblie of his Majesties faithfull subjects, there inhabiting," etc., 
with nothing to indicate its author or by whom it was preached. The next edi- 
tion, so far as known, was published in Boston in 1724. The publisher's name is 
not given ; but Prince wrote in his own copy, " By Mr. S. Kneeland." The title- 
page differs from that of the first edition, but no author or preacher is named. 
And Prince, who would have been more likely than any one else to furnish a copy 
of the first edition for Kneeland's use, nowhere, in print or manuscript, shows that 
he had such information. The third edition was published at Plymouth in 1785 
by Coverly, who printed it from Kneeland's edition. In an Appendix to this Judge 
John Davis supplied a sketch of Cushman, and his name is printed on the title- 
page. In this sketch is published for the first time the information that Cush- 
man was the preacher of the discourse. After speaking of Cushman's arrival in 
Plymouth in the " Fortune " on the 10th of November, returning on the 18th of 
December following, Judge Davis says : " During his short residence at Ply- 
mouth, though a mere lay character, he delivered the preceding discourse, which 
was printed in London in 1622, and afterwards reprinted in Boston in 1724. 
And though his name is not prefixed to either edition, yet unquestionable tradi- 
tion renders it certain that he was the author, and even transmits to us a knowl- 
edge of the spot where it was delivered." In his edition of the Memorial, at page 
74, Judge Davis says that Isaac Lothrop, Esq., often mentioned an intimation 
received from an aged relative that the sermon was delivered at the Common 
House of the plantation. It appears then that Isaac Lothrop was the depositary 
of the tradition ; and the earliest announcement of it on record was made by him 
as President of the Old Colony Club at its first commemoration, seated in Gover- 
nor Bradford's chair, — delivered in the form of a toast to the memory of Robert 
Cushman. 



1887.] RECORDS OF THE OLD COLONY CLTJB. 405 

9. May every enemy to civil or religious liberty meet the same or a 
worse fate than Archbishop Laud. 

10. May the Colonies be speedily delivered from all the burdens 
and oppressions they now labor under. 

11. A speedy and lasting union between Great Britain and her 
Colonies. 

12. Unanimity, prosperity, and happiness to the Colonies. 

After spending the evening in an agreeable manner in recapitulating 
and conversing upon the many and various adventures of our forefathers 
in the first settlement of this country and the growth and increase of 
the same, at eleven o' the clock in the evening a cannon was again fired, 
three cheers given, and the Club and company withdrew. 

At said meeting a motion was made for surveying and planning the 
road from Plymouth to Smelt Brook in Weymouth, and from thence 
back again through Abington the nearest road to Plymouth. 

The Club thinking it of public utility to have a road nearer to the 
metropolis than the road commonly used, produced a paper to the com- 
pany then present, to which the Old Colony Club had subscribed thirty 
shillings towards defraying the expenses of said survey, which being 
approved of, the gentlemen present subscribed certain sums as $ origi- 
nal subscription. The Club then nominated their steward, Mf Elkanah 
Cushman, to be the surveyor, and he was unanimously chosen to that 
office by the company. 1 

December 28. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present : Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 

Thomas Lothrop Thomas Mayhew 
John Thomas Oakes Angier. 

1770. January 3. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present : Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson & 

Cornelius White. 

January 10. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 

Pelham Winslow John Watson 
Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White & 

Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew. 
John Thomas 
Voted, That this meeting be adjourned to Saturday next, and that the 
steward notify the members to appear at the Hall at three o' the clock 

1 It is understood that the survey was made, and that the road was built, and 
is now part of the highway. 
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in the afternoon of said day, then and there to settle the annual accounts 
of the Club, and to do and transact such other business as shall then 
be thought necessary. 

Quarterly Night. 

January 13. At a meeting of Old Colony Club agreeable to the vote 
passed the 10th instant, present, all the members except Mr Angier. 

The Steward presented his accounts for this quarter (which ends 
the first year), which, together with his account as Treasurer, amounts 

to 9.1.1 

Mr Isaac Lothrop \ being chosen a committee 

Edward Winslow & > to examine said accounts, ( 

John Watson ) reported 

That said accounts were right cast and well vouched, and that there 
remains a balance to the Club in the hands of the steward of 2 . 13 . 2 \, 
which is to be carried to the credit of next quarter. 

Mr Thomas Lothrop was chosen Secretary to the Club for the ensuing 
year. 1 

Voted, That each member (instead of depositing half pistareen each 
Club night, agreeable to a vote the 15th of November) shall deposit one 
pistareen and a half, and that the occasional members shall be under the 
same regulations as was 'at that time established. 

January 17. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but Mr Angier. 

January 24. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but Mr Thomas and Mr Angier. 

January 31. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except Mr Angier. 

February 7. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except Mr Watson. 

General Winslow Josiah Sturtevant Jun? Esq! s 

William Watson Esq? Cap' Christopher White ^ 

Cap' Elkanah Watson Mr Bryant V fv . 

Doctor Nath 1 Lothrop T. S. Howland j 

Mr M. A. Warwell J 

1 This is the only record of the election of Thomas Lothrop as Secretary, 
yet he probably held that office from the start; and though the handwriting 
is not uniform throughout, the greater part of it is undoubtedly from his pen. 
There is no record, either, of the election of Isaac Lothrop as President ; but 
the fact that he held that office is well understood. 



invitation. 
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February 8. This evening was read at the Hall the " Provoked 
Husband," a comedy, by MT M. A. Warwel, to a company of about forty 
gentlemen and ladies, by invitation of the Club. 1 

February 14. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but M' Angier and MT Watson. 
MT M. A. Warwel by invitation. 

February 21. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but Mr. Angier. 
MT M. A. Warwell by invitation. 

February 28. At a Meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except MT President and MT Watson. 

March 7. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except MT Angier. 

Cap! Elk? Watson ) „ . .... 
*~i t mi_ „• , , > By invitation. 
Cap! Thos. Nicholson J J 

March 14. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except MT Angier, MT Thomas, and Tho? 
Mayhew. 

Cap* Simeon Samson by invitation. 

March 21. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except Mess*.' Thomas, Watson, and Angier. 

Cap' Elkanah Watson ) „ . .... 
t-> i »T ,, . , T , > By invitation. 
Doctor mthaniel Lothrop ) J 

March 28. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except MT Angier. 



Cap! Watson } „ ...... 

,/ r , . c > By invitation. 

MT Ephraim Spooner ) ' 



Major Ebenezer Miller of Brantree having (by the hand of our 
brother Thomas) presented to this Club an ancient Sachem wig and 
pipe, Voted, That the thanks of the Club be presented him therefor, and 
that Mess™ Pelham Winslow, Thomas Lothrop, and Edward Winslow be 
a committee for that purpose. 

1 " The Provoked Husband, or Journey to London," was one of Colley Cib- 
ber's newly vamped plays, published in 1727, originally written and left unfin- 
ished by Sir John Vanbrugh. 



Members. 
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April 4. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop John Watson 

Pelham Winslow Cornelius White 

Thomas Lothrop & 

'Elkanah Cushmau Thomas Mayhew 

Quarterly Night. 
April 11. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 

Cap? Watson 1 
Mr Gershom Burr > By invitation. 
Mr Edward Pope ) 
Mr Steward presented his account for the last quarter ending this 
night, by which it appears there is a balance in his hands to be carried 
to the credit of the next quarter 1 . 1 8 . 4£ 

April 18. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Thomas Lothrop John Watson J 

Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew > Members. 
Edward Winslow ) 

Mr Gershom Burr by invitation. 

April 25. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except Mr Ed : Winslow and Mf Oakes 
Angier. 1 

Cap! Elkanah Watson and Mr Gershom Burr by invitation. 

May 2. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except Mess? Ed: Winslow and Oakes Angier. 

Mr John Russell by invitation. 

May 9. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except M r Pelham Winslow and Mr Angier. 

Cap? Elkanah Watson by invitation. 

May 16. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members. 

Timothy Folger Esqr Nathan Cushing Esq? •> 

John Adams Esqr 2 D r Charles Stockbridge ! By 

Rob? Treat Paine Esq? & | invitation. 

Daniel Leonard Esq' M? Seth Williams Jf 3 J 

1 Capt. White sailed. — Side note. 

2 Mr. Adams speaks in his Diary of his occasional visits to Plymouth, but he 
has no mention of the Old Colony Club. His presence here, no doubt, as well as 

8 Brother Mayhew sailed. — Side note. 



Members. 
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May 23. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Pelham Winslow 
Tho? Lothrop 
Ed Winslow J'. 
John Thomas 

May 30. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all members except White, Mayhew, and Angier. 

June 6. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except occasional. 

June 13. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the standing members. 

Doctor Lazarus Le Baron Doctor Nathaniel Lothrop ) t> 
William Watson Esq? W. John Russell J . .. .. 

Cap! Elkanah Watson Cap? Abraham Hammatt ) 

June 20. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all standing members but M r President. 

Cap! Elkanah Watson 
Mr John Russell 
Mr Ephraim Spooner 

Cap? Abraham Hammatt 

June 27. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas \ 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson & > Members. 

Elkanah Cushman Oakes Angier ) 

MT John Russell & 
Abraham Hammatt Jun. 

July 4. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 

Benjamin Kent 

Robert Treat Paine 

Daniel Leonard 

Nathan Cushing Esq™ 



By invitation. 



j- By invitation. 



• By invitation. 



that of his legal companions, from time to time, was for attendance upon the 
courts of law. Mr. Adams records a visit to Plymouth, 22 May, 1771 : " Wednes- 
day. At Plymouth ; put up at Witherell's, near the county-house ; lodged with 
Mr. Angier, where we had a chamber wholly to ourselves — very still and retired, 
very serene and happy. Mrs. Howland and her family, I hear, are very much 
grieved and hurt and concerned about my passing by their house. But my 
health is my excuse for all removals. I am not strong enough to bear the smoke 
and dirt and noise of Howland's, and their late hours at night." (Works, vol. ii. 
p. 263.) 

62 



410 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Oct. 

It being observed to this Club by our brother Angier that our friend 
Col° Stephen Miller of Milton had met with a great misfortune by 
losing his house, furniture, etc., by fire, and we being willing (as far as 
we are able) to relieve the distressed, have voted to subscribe the sum 
of ten guineas to be paid to our Steward, and by him to said Miller. 



Quarterly Night. 

July 11. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow ) 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson > Members. 
Elk* Cushman ) 

M' Arodi Thayer by invitation. 

The Steward presented his account for last quarter, by which there 
appears to be balance of 10/ in his hands to be carried to credit of next 
quarter. 

July 18. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Elkanah Cushman ~) 
John "Watson 
John Thomas 
Edward Winslow 



Members. 



MT Abraham Hammatt, Jun', by invitation. 

July 25. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow ) 

Pelham Winslow Elkanah Cushman > Members. 
John Thomas John Watson ) 

Cap! Thomas Nicolson and M f Abraham Hammatt JunT, by invitation. 

August 1. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present < Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman \ 

Pelham Winslow Oakes Angier > [Members.] 
Thomas Lothrop ) 

August 8. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman ") 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow >• Members. 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson ) 

Ben Marston, Esq% W"? Watson, Esq!, Cap! Elk a Watson. 
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August 15. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman \ 

Pelham Winslow John Watson > Members. 

Thomas Lothrop ) 

Major Ebenezer Miller by invitation. 

August 22. The Club absent, all hands at the Gurnet. 1 

August 29. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman \ 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow > Members. 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson ) 

M? John Russell and M' Sturgis Gorham by invitation. 

September 5. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present,: Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 

Pelham Winslow John Watson 

Thomas Lothrop Thomas Mayhew 
Elkanah Cushman 



Members. 



September 12. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman \ 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow > Members. 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson ) 

Cap! Watson and Col Stephen Miller by invitation. 

September 19. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow ) 

Thomas Lothrop Oakes Angier > Members. 

John Watson ) 

M? John Russell and Mf South Howland by invitation. 

Septembei 26. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present Isaac Lothrop John Thomas J 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson > Members. 

Elkanah Cushman ) 

W. Melatiah Lothrop, Col? Watson, M! Wadsworth, Cap? Watson, and 
D' Lothrop by invitation. 

1 A lighthouse had been erected at the Gurnet by the Province of Massachu- 
setts in 1768, and the place was resorted to by excursionists. The name " Gur- 
net " is said to have come from the name of a headland in the English Channel. 
(See Russell's Pilgrim Memorials, p. 165; Davis's Landmarks, pt. i. p. 151.) 



412 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Oct. 

October 3. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow ^ Members 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson & 

Elkanah Cushman Oakes Angier 
Robert Treat Paine, Esqf, Daniel Leonard, Esq?, and Nathan dish- 
ing, Esq', by invitation. 

Quarterly Night. 

October 10. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas \ 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson & > Members. 
Elk a Cushman Ed. Winslow ) 

Mr Steward presents his account for last quarter, by which there stands 
a balance in favor of the Club of £4 . 18. 

October 17. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Pelham Winslow, Elkanah Cushman, and Thomas Mayhew. 

By invitation, Cap' Abraham Hammatt. 

October 24. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas "j 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow I M , 
Thomas Lothrop & j 

Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew J 
By invitation, Cap? Elkanah Watson and Cap' Benjamin Bowers. 

October 31. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 

November 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except E. Winslow and J. Thomas. 1 

November 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except Ed : Winslow and J. Thomas. 
W. Samuel White of Marblehead by invitation. 

November 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 

William Watson Esq? M T . Tho? Banister of Newport " 
Cap' Gideon White Mr Lothrop of Norwich 

DT Charles Stockbridge D r Nattf Lothrop I ^ 

Cap! Elk? Watson MT John Russell invitation. 

James Warren Esq! & Thomas South : Rowland 

1 Brother White returned. — Side note. 
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November 29. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except Angier. 

Mess™ John Banister, Thomas Bannister, and John Russell by invi- 
tation. 

December 5. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except Brother Ed : Winslow and Brother 
Angier. 

Cap? Watson, Mf Eph™ Spooner, and Ab™ Hammatt, JunT, invited. 

December 12. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members. 

Benjr Kent Esq^ Mess™ Samuel White ) rg 

RoW Treat Paine EsqT & [ invitation 1 

Daniel Leonard Esq r Elisha Lord ) 



December 19. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except M? Angier and M r Mayhew, at which 
time and meeting it was agreed upon and resolved that the twenty- 
second day of December, being the day of the first landing of our pious 
forefathers in this town, and which has been kept as a solemn festival 
in commemoration of the heroic transaction, falling in this year upon 
Saturday, being an unsuitable time for that purpose, it was therefore 
resolved that Monday the 24th of this instant be set apart and religiously 
kept for that purpose. 

December 22d Celebrated. 

December 24. The Old Colony Club, being sensible of the infinite 
obligations they are under to their pious ancestors the first settlers of 
Plymouth Colony, having maturely determined at their last meeting to 
celebrate this twenty-fourth day of December in commemoration of that 
period which landed those progenitors safely on this American shore, 
after having endured the persecution of enemies, the perils of an un- 
known ocean, the crosses of fortune, and innumerable difficulties and 
hazard attending such emigrants. 

The morning of the day gave such general joy and satisfaction to their 
descendants in this place that, notwithstanding the severity of the season, 
as soon as light appeared a company of grateful youths paraded our 
streets, and with cannon and volleys of small arms aroused the town from 
their slumbers. At ten o'clock the members of the Club (being joined 
by Mess™ Alexander Scammel and Peleg Wadsworth B. A.) assembled at 
the house of M? Howland, an innholder in Plymouth, and at twelve were 
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joined by the following gentlemen ; namely, Thomas Foster, 1 James 
Hovey, George Watson, and James Warren, Esq™, Cap 1 Elkanah Wat- 
son and Docf Nathaniel Lothrop of Plymouth, and the Hon ble William 
Sever, Esqr, of Kingston, where, after having amused themselves in 
conversation upon the history of emigrate colonies and the constitution 

1 A brief notice will here be made of those persons not already mentioned 
in these notes, who united with the Club in this celebration : — 

Thomas Foster, the son of John, who was one of the deacons of the First 
Church of Plymouth, was born in 1704, and died of the small-pox in 1777. He 
was an active speculator in real estate, and a Loyalist ; and though, according 
to Sabine and other authority, he went off in 1776, he returned and died here. 
(See Davis's Landmarks, pt. i. p. 188 ; Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc, vol. xviii. p. 267.) 

Of William Sever, Dr. Thacher in his History, pp. 195, 196, gives the follow- 
ing interesting sketch : " Hon. William Sever resided in Kingston, and died in 
1809, aged seventy-nine years. This gentleman ought to be held in remembrance 
as a man of high standing in society. He was, in principle, a stanch Whig, and 
our country was benefited by his influence and example during the Revolution. 
The late President Adams once spoke of him as the ' salt of the earth.' The 
late Dr. Dwight, in his Journal of Travels, in that part of the country which 
relates to the Old Colony, observes that ' Mr. Sever was the most respectable and 
worthy character he had known.' He was for many years Judge of Probate 
for the county of Plymouth. But I venerated him the more on account of the 
remarkable similarity in his person and appearance to General Washington. The 
resemblance in erect form and in dignity of manners was so peculiarly striking 
that the comparison was almost perfect, and my interviews with him brought 
to my mind the most delightful recollections." 

Edward Winslow, Sen., father of Edward, Jr., of the Club, was the younger 
brother of General John. He was born in Marshfield in 1714, a son of Isaac, and 
married Hannah, daughter of Thomas Howland. He was Collector of Plymouth, 
Register of Wills, and Clerk of the Court of Pleas before the troubles of the 
Revolution ; but he was at an early day conspicuous for his zealous assertion 
of the royal prerogative, and he opposed the action of the Whigs. He remained 
at Plymouth till 1781, but was closely watched. A touching incident is related 
by Elkanah Watson, in his " Men and Times of the Revolution," as occurring 
in 1776. Edward Winslow, Jr., was serving as aid to the British commander 
in Rhode Island during its occupation by the British. His father and sister 
came on to Providence, where Watson was stationed, for the purpose of pro- 
curing an interview if possible with his son. After some effort their request 
was granted, the interview to take place on one of the islands in Narragansett 
Bay. It was witnessed by Watson, who had contributed to bring it about, and 
by other officials. He says that " the spectacle was too sacred and affecting to 
be gazed upon, . . . and we walked aside in silence and respect." Though 
deprived of his offices and looked -upon with suspicion, Mr. Winslow continued 
to live in Plymouth until December, 1781, when with part of his family he 
went to New York, the rest joining him soon afterwards. Sir Henry Clinton 
allowed him a pension of £200 per annum, with rations and fuel. On Aug. 30, 
1783, with his wife, two daughters, and three black servants, he embarked from 
New York, and on September 14 reached Halifax. About the year 1755 he built 
and, until he left Plymouth, occupied the house in which the Rev. G. W Briggs now 
lives. His property was not confiscated, but was sold under attachment to pay 
debts. He died in Halifax on the 8th of June, 1784, aged seventy-two years. 
(W. T. Davis's MS. notes; Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc, vol. xxiii. p. 93.) 

Dr. Lazarus LeBaron was son of Dr. Francis LeBaron, the first of the name 
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and declension of empires, ancient and modern,. they were served with an 
entertainment foreign from all kind of luxury, and consisting of fish, 
flesh, aud vegetables, the natural produce of this Colony ; after which, 
the company being increased by Edward Winslow, Esq 1 , Doctor Lazarus 
LeBaron, William Watson, EsqT, Thomas Mayhew, Esq r , Deacon John 
Torrey, Cap' Theophilus Cotton, Cap' Abraham Hammatt, MT Ephraim 
Spooner, and Mr John Crandon, a number of toasts were drank grateful 
to the remembrance of our ancestors, and loyal to those kings under 
whose indulgent care this Colony has flourished and been protected. 
From which house the Club, together with the before-mentioned gentle- 
men, being escorted by a select company well skilled in the military 
arts, walked in decent procession to Old Colony Hall, in the course 
of which they were met and attended upon by a company of children 
from the age of five to the age of twelve, whose natural ingenuity and 
the care and attention of their master had rendered them almost perfect 
military disciplinarians, — a scene that excited the admiration of every 
spectator. Upon their arrival at the door of the Hall the whole company 
entered the room, being introduced by the Steward and complimented 
by the Club and the escort, by whom was performed a variety of manoeu- 
vres and firings, to the great satisfaction of every person present. When 
the sun had set and the military gentlemen had dispersed, the Old 

in Plymouth, and was born in 1698. He studied medicine, and had an exten- 
sive practice in Plymouth and its vicinity, and died in 1773, aged seventy-five 
years. 

Deacon John Torrey, son of Haviland, was born in 1717, and married in 1751 
Mary Tilley, of Boston. He was great-grandfather of Henry Warren Torrey, of 
Harvard University. 

Captain Theophilus Cotton, a descendant of the Rev. John of Boston, was 
son of Josiah, and was born in 1716. He married, in 1742, Martha Sanders, and 
had a number of children. He followed the sea; and a letter of instructions 
addressed to him in 1760 as master of the schooner "Four Friends," by Edward 
Winslow and others, the owners, will be found in Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc, vol. xxii. 
pp. 229, 230. 

Captain Abraham Hammatt married, in 1748, a daughter of Consider Howland ; 
and his son Abraham, Jr., born in 1750, married, in 1774, Priscilla, daughter of 
Lazarus LeBaron. The son while yet a minor in age frequently attended the 
meetings of the Club by invitation. 

Ephraim Spooner, son of Thomas, was born in 1735, and died March 22, 1818. 
He is affectionately commemorated by Dr. Thacher in his History. He knew 
Elder Faunce, who was born in 1646 and died in 1745, and has perpetuated from 
him interesting traditions concerning the Rock on which the Pilgrims landed. 
(See Thacher's History, p 229; and Russell's Guide, p. 177.) 

John Crandon, born in England, first settled in Dartmouth, married Jean Bess, 
born in Scotland, and had a large family of children ; one son, John, born in 
1726, died in the West Indies. 

The Rev. Chandler Robbins was born in Bradford, Connecticut, graduated at 
Yale College in 1756, and was settled over the ancient church and congregation in 
Plymouth Jan. 30, 1760. He died in Plymouth, June 30, 1799, after a ministry 
of thirty-nine years, aged sixty-one. 
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Colony flag was struck, the cannon fired, and the company in the Hall 
were joined by the Rev? Chandler Bobbins, pastor of the First Church 
of Christ in Plymouth. 

In order to remind us of the debt of gratitude we owe to our God 
and to our ancestors, the following words were spoken with modesty 
and decent firmness by a member of the Club : 1 — 

When I recollect that about one century and a half since a few 
worthies in the island of Great Britain, persecuted and tormented by 
the wicked aspiring Great for thinking freely, and for acting with the 
same dignity and freedom with which they thought (although their sen- 
timents and conduct were conformed to the laws of the society in which 
they lived, contrary to the common case of suffering humanity, which 
frequently sinks in proportion to the power exerted against it), did dare, 
in defiance of their persecutors, to form themselves into one body for 
the common safety and protection of all (an engagement which, though 
founded on the true and genuine principles of religion and virtue, 
unhappy experience taught them was too weak and insecure a barrier 
against the arts and stratagems of such potent adversaries ) ; when we 
recollect that under these melancholy circumstances, having no other 
resort to preserve the purity of their minds, they abandoned their 
native country, their friends, their fortunes and connections, and trans- 
ported themselves to the city of Leyden with the most sanguine hopes 
of a protection which the island had refused to afford them ; when we 
recollect that persecution from another quarter rendered their situation 
in the States of Holland equally as perplexed and disagreeable, — how 
am I astonished that such repeated disappointments had not rendered 
them too weak ever to make another attempt ! But when we view them 
rising from these misfortunes with tenfold vigor, and upon the same 
virtuous principles crossing the Atlantic with the dearest companions 
of life, their wives, their helpless offspring exposed to the roughness of 
the ocean, to the inclemencies of the climate, and all their attendant 
evils, and landing, in the tempestuous month of December, upon an 
unknown shore, inhabited by men more fierce than beasts of prey, 
and scarce deserving to be called human, natural enemies to their vir- 
tue and morality, with whom they are obliged to wage an immediate and 
unequal war for their defence and safety ; when we view them under 
all the disadvantages naturally attendant upon a state of sickness and 
poverty defending themselves against savage cruelties, and still perse- 
vering in their virtuous resolution, establishing their religion in this then 
desert, forming a code of laws wisely adapted to their circumstances, 
and planting a colony which through Divine Goodness has flourished and 
become an important branch to that body which caused their emigration, 

1 This was Edward Winslow, Jr , now twenty-four years of age. 
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— how am I lost in amazement, and to what cause can we ascribe these 
deliverances and salvation, but to that Almighty Being who orders all 
events for the benefit of mankind, whose ways are to us unsearchable, 
and whose doings are past our finding out ! Upon a recollection of all 
these things, it is not to be wondered that we, the sons and descendants 
from such illustrious ancestors, upon this 22d of December are assem- 
bled upon the very spot on which they landed, to commemorate this 
period, the most important that the annals of America can boast, — a 
period which I doubt not every person here present esteems an honor 
as well as his incumbent duty gratefully to remember. And while we 
feel for the misfortunes and calamities of those our pious ancestors, the 
consequences of which to us are so delightful and glorious, let us also 
admire and adore their virtue, their patience, their fortitude, and their 
heroism, and continue to commemorate it annually. This virtue is 
undoubtedly rewarded with joys which no tongue can utter, nor hath it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive ; and if we their sons act from 
the same principles, and conduct with the same noble firmness and reso- 
lution when our holy religion or our civil liberties are invaded, we may 
expect a reward proportionate, for such principles render the soul tran- 
quil and easy under all the misfortunes and calamities to which human 
nature is exposed; and of him who is possessed of them the poet 
with propriety says : — 

" Should the whole frame of Nature round him break, 
In ruin and confusion hurled, 
He, unconcerned, would hear the mighty crack, 
And stand secure amidst a falling world." 

In addition to the satisfaction which the company expressed upon 
hearing these speculations, the following song, composed for this occasion, 
was sung by the Club, which concluded the evening. 

Song. 1 
(Set to the Tune op the British Hero.) 

All hail the day that ushers in 

The period of revolving time, 

In which our sires of glorious fame 

Bravely through toils and dangers came, 

Novanglia's wilds to civilize, 

And wild disorder harmonize ; 

To plant Britannia's arts and arms, — 

Plenty, peace, freedom, pleasing charms. 

1 This was written by Alexander Scammell. 
53 
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Derived from British rights and laws 
That justly merit our applause, 
Darlings of Heaven, heroes brave, 
You still shall live though in the grave, — 

Live, live within each grateful breast, 
With reverence for your names possessed ; 
Your praises on our tongues shall dwell, 
And sires to sons your actions tell. 

Ye distant poles their praise resound ; 
Let virtue be with glory crowned ; 
Ye dreary wilds, each rock and cave, 
Echo the virtues of the brave. 

They nobly braved their indigence, 
Death, famine, sword, and pestilence ; 
Each toil, each danger they endured, 
Till for their sons they had procured 

A fertile soil profusely blest 

"With Nature's stores, and now possessed 

By sons who gratefully revere 

Our fathers' names and memories dear. 

Plymouth, the great mausoleum, 
Famous for our forefathers' tomb ! 
Join, join the chorus, one and all, 
Resound their deeds in Colony Hall ! 

December 26. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop John Watson \ 

Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White f -w- , 

Elkanah Cushman Oakes Angier ( 
Edward Winslow / 

Received a card from James Warren, Esq', desiring the Club's com- 
pany to dine with him on New Year's day. 

1771, January 2. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but Mess? Angier and Mayhew. 
General Winslow Cap' Gideon White \ 

Edward Winslow Esq? Doctor Nathaniel Lothrop > ? 
Nath. Ray Thomas Esq? » ) invitation. 

Edward Winslow, Esq', invites the Club to dine with him to-morrow. 
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January 9. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except Mess 1 ? Angier and Mayhew. 

Received a card from Doctor Lothrop for the Club to dine to-morrow. 

January 16. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except Mess™ Angier and Mayhew. 
Cap? Elkanah Watson by invitation. 

And after Cap! Watson had withdrawn, the following votes were 
passed; namely, — 

1. Voted, That M r Thomas Lothrop shall for the present quarter be 
the treasurer. 

2. Voted, That the Club lend Mf Elkanah Cushman twenty pounds, 
he giving security to the President for the use of the Club. 

3. Voted, That in consideration of the faithful discharge of his duty 
as steward and treasurer, the Club present Mf Cushman with a suit of 
clothes. 

4. Voted, That this Club be adjourned to next Friday night, to take 
an estimate of M r Cushman, of what necessaries he is in immediate want 
of in his business, and advance the money. 

January 18. At a meeting of Old Colony Club agreeable to a vote 
the last Club night. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman \ 

Pelham Winslow & > Members. 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson J 

Mr Cushman presented his estimate, and the money was advanced 
according to a vote last Club night. 

January 23. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except Mr Mayhew. 
Y e Hon b ! e James Otis, Esq* Cap! Elkanah Watson 1 

James Warren, EsqT Doctor Nathaniel Lothrop I _ . . 

Benjamin Marston, Esq. Mr. Samuel Allyne Otis [ By "Station. 
William Watson, Esq! J 

January 30. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except Mess ra Pelham Winslow, ADgier, and 
Mayhew. 

William Watson, Esq!, Cap! Tarbox of Newbury, and Cap! Simeon 
Samson, gentlemen by invitation. 

February 6. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 

Tho s Lothrop John Watson 
Elk? Cushman & > M ^^»- 

John Thomas Cornelius White 
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February 13. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members but the President, Angier, and Mayhew. 

February 20. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but President, Angier, and Mayhew. 
By invitation, Cap' Job Williams of Taunton. 

February 27. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members but the President, Angier, and Mayhew. 

March 6. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but the President, Angier, and Mayhew. 
M* Benjamin Call of Charlestown and M' Isaac Symmes, by invi- 
tation. 

March 13. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but Mess? President,-Tho? Lothrop, Angier, 
and Mayhew. 

Cap* Simeon Samson, by invitation. 

March 20. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members but Mess™ President, White, Angier, and 
Mayhew. 

Mf Bartlet Le Baron and Cap? Charles Dyer, by invitation. 

March 27. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but Mess™ White, Angier, and Mayhew. 
Cap! Watson and Doctor Lothrop by invitation. 



At an occasional meeting of the Old Colony Club, Dec. 20, 1771. 
Present : M r President John Thomas 

v Members. 



Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow f , 



Thomas Lothrop John Watson 

Elkanah Cushman 



Whereas the records of this Club have by accident been neglected 
from the 27th of March last to this time, and no remarkable event or 
new regulation having taken place, Voted, — 

That the Secretary for the future shall continue the records as for- 
merly, and from this time make the entries at every meeting of the 
Club. 

Vote 2. That Monday next be kept as a day of festivity in commemo- 
ration of the landing of our ancestors in this place. 

M'. Alexander Scammel, M. A., having manifested a desire to be 
admitted a member of this Club, it was unanimously voted that the said 
Alexander Scammel be and hereby he is admitted. 
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December 23. Monday the 23d of December, agreeable to a vote of 
Old Colony Club passed at an occasional meeting, was celebrated as a 
day of festivity in commemoration of that important event, The landing 
of our forefathers in this place. In the morning, as has been usual on 
this occasion, a cannon was discharged and the flag hoisted on the Hall. 
At noon the Club, being joined by a number of the most respectable 
gentlemen in town, met in a spacious room at the house of M' Weth- 
rell, innholder, when they partook of a plain and elegant entertainment, 
and spent the afternoon in cheerful and social conversation upon a 
variety of subjects peculiarly adapted to the time. At sunset, upon a 
signal given by a discharge of cannon and striking the flag, the members 
of the Club, with the gentlemen of the town, repaired to the Hall, where 
the aforesaid subjects were reassumed, and several important matters 
relative to the conduct of our ancestors were discussed with freedom and 
candor, and a number of pleasing anecdotes of our progenitors were rec- 
ollected and communicated by some of the aged and venerable gentle- 
men who favored us with their company. An uncommon harmony and 
pleasantry prevailed throughout the day and evening, every person pres- 
ent exerting himself to increase the general joy. The Old Colony song 
with a number of others was sung, after which the company withdrew. 
A letter from the Rev. M' Robbins was communicated by the President, 
and is as follows : — 

Plymouth, Dec. 23, 1771. 

Gentlemen, — I 'm told it was expected by some that as the 
anniversary of our forefathers' arrival in this place fell out on the 
Sabbath past, I would have taken some public notice of it in the pul- 
pit. I must acknowledge I think there would have been a great pro- 
priety in it, and I am very sorry it was entirely out of my mind that 
that was the day till I was reminded of it to-day ; otherwise I should 
certainly have taken notice of it, and attempted to say something suit- 
able to the occasion. However, 't is past now; but I would on this 
occasion, if it would not be esteemed assuming in me, humbly propose 
to the gentlemen of your Society whether it would not be agreeable, 
and serve for the entertainment and instruction of the rising genera- 
tion more especially, for the future on these anniversaries to have a 
sermon in public some part of the day peculiarly adapted to the 
occasion, wherein should be represented the motives that induced them 
to undertake such an enterprise, the amazing dangers and difficulties 
they conflicted with and overcame, the piety and ardor with which 
they persevered through numberless discouragements and opposition) 
the time, manner, and other circumstances of their first arrival, with all 
the train of surprising events that ensued, the appearances of the 
Divine Providence and Goodness for them, the noble and godlike vir- 
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tues with which they were inspired, so worthy the imitation of their 
posterity, etc., etc., with many other things that would naturally fall in 
upon a discourse of this kind. I mention this, gentlemen, the more 
freely, because I remember it was spoken of in conversation by some 
of the gentlemen of your company the evening of the last anniver- 
sary. I do but propose the thing, gentlemen, for your consideration 
this evening, and if it should prove agreeable I would beg leave to 
suggest one thing further ; namely, that the minister to preach the ser- 
mon be chosen by your Society somewhere within the Old Colony, and I 
doubt not any gentleman whom you should choose for that purpose 
would very willingly consent in order to encourage so good a design. 

And now, gentlemen, I rest assured that your candor and generosity 
is such that you will not construe what I have offered in an unfavorable 
light, either as being dictatorial or seeming to desire myself the office 
of a speaker on such occasion, which I can sincerely say is far from 
being true. I propose it for the instruction and entertainment of our- 
selves and posterity. The plan, if it should be agreeable, would afford 
us opportunity to hear these matters discoursed on by a great variety 
of ministers, who would doubtless take pains to furnish themselves with 
entertaining and useful materials for the occasion. And for this end, if 
they were appointed at e*ach anniversary for the next year, they would 
have so much the better opportunity to prepare. Submitting the mat- 
ter to your consideration, I am, gentlemen, with much regard, 
Your friend and very humble servant, 

Chandler Bobbins. 

Voted, That Mess™ Pelham Winslow, Edward "Winslow, J T ., and 
Alexander Scammel should be a committee to prepare an answer 
to the above letter, which they are to lay before the Club as soon as 
may be. 

December 25. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club were present : — 

Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman \ 

Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow V Members. 

John Thomas Alexander Scammel J 

1772, January 1. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club were 
present : — 

Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson i « , 

John Thomas Alexander Scammel 

Elkanah Cushman 

Cap! Gideon White by invitation. 
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January 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

► Members. 



Present: Isaac Lothrop Jn? Thomas 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson & 

Elk* Cushman Alexand' Scammel . 



January 7. Mess? Pelham Winslow, Edward Winslow, and Alexander 
Scammell, the committee chosen the 23d, reported an answer to the Rev? 
Mr Robbins's letter, which was approved and accordingly forwarded by 
the Club, and is as follows : — 

Reverend and Respected Sir, — We have carefully perused the 
contents of your letter of the 23d instant ; but before we proceed to a 
particular answer thereto we think it necessary to observe that the 
members of this Society, who weekly meet together for the mutual 
advantage of each other, to enjoy the refined pleasures of social and 
unrestrained conversation unalloyed with the disputes and contentions of 
parties, having taken into consideration that the celebrating certain 
days of each year upon which any remarkable event or extraordinary 
transaction has happened is a practice which has the sanction of antiq- 
uity for its justification, finding frequent instances of it in sacred as 
well as profane, in ancient as well as modern history, not only among 
nations, states, and churches, but even in particular societies and corpo- 
rations, we were not a little surprised that an event so important and 
glorious in its consequences as the landing of our ancestors in this 
place should be totally neglected by their descendants. Considering 
further that the assembling a number of persons of different ages for 
the purpose of commemorating this truly remarkable period would have 
a natural and direct tendency to introduce subjects for conversation rela- 
tive to our illustrious progenitors and the history of our country ; the 
aged upon those days would with freedom communicate to the youth 
those circumstances which had happened within their memories, and 
those also which had been casually related to them by their predecessors ; 
by these means many pleasing and curious anecdotes of our pious fore- 
fathers which have escaped the pens of historians would be snatched 
from oblivion and descend to posterity ; and while we with pleasure and 
gratitude were recollecting and admiring their virtues, — their patience, 
their piety, their heroism, and their fortitude, — " we might be incited to 
follow their worthy examples. 

These, sir, were the principal motives by which we were actuated, 
whatever the malice and envy of some might suggest to the contrary, 
when we proposed to celebrate this anniversary, and we were pleased 
with the expectation of being joined by many of the respectable members 
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of the Old Colony ; and from a consciousness of the rectitude of our 
intentions, and the benefit that might result to us and others from this 
institution, we flattered ourselves that even the reverend gentlemen of 
the clergy would give a sanction to it by honoring us with their 
presence. 

Our expectations have been in part answered, and we esteem ourselves 
under the greatest obligations to you, sir, for proposing a mode of cele- 
bration for the future so exactly correspondent with our most sanguine 
wishes and expectations as that of " having a sermon preached on this 
solemn as well as important occasion." ■ We concur with you " that it 
would be agreeable, and serve for the entertainment and instruction of 
the rising generation ; " and we are of opinion that the motives and 
inducements of our religious forefathers for undertaking so dangerous 
an enterprise as the settlement of this Colony, the amazing difficulties 
they encountered and overcame, the true vital piety and ardor with 
which they persevered, their sincere desire to advance the Christian 
religion, and other their noble and godlike virtues, are subjects that 
ought to be minutely discussed and solemnized by the sacred oratory of 
the pulpit. 

We have endeavored to deserve the compliments which you have 
been pleased to pay us by construing your letter " with generosity and 
candor." We neither esteem it "dictatorial," nor as "desiring yourself 
the office of a speaker on this occasion." We have impatiently waited for 
a proposal of this kind to be made to some gentleman of the clergy by 
persons whose ages and situations and life have given them greater influ- 
ence than ourselves ; but as it has been hitherto omitted, we would mod- 
estly request (as you are the pastor of the first church that was gathered 
in the Old Colony, have the greatest advantages and opportunities for col- 
lecting all the historical facts and other materials that may be necessary 
for this work, and in every other respect are peculiarly qualified therefor) 
that you would upon the ensuing anniversary prepare and deliver a dis- 
course " suitable to the time." And in complying with this our request 
we trust that you will not only render a singular service to the public, 
but will oblige many of the respectable inhabitants of the Old Colony, 
and in particular the members of this Society. 

We are with the most unfeigned respect and gratitude, 

Your sincere friends and obedient servants, 

The Old Colony Club. 

From Old Colony Hall, Dec. 31, 1771. 

Rev? Chandler Eobbins. 

Voted, That the Club be adjourned to next Friday night, in order for 
settlement of the year's accounts. 
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1772. January 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Wiuslow ^ 

Thomas Lothrop Elk* Cushman I M , 

John Thomas Edward Wiuslow [ 

John Watson Alexander Scammel J 

Cap! Gideon White ^ 

M r John Russell x» • 

D' Charles Stockbridge f B ? "™ tat,on - 

Cap' Job Williams J 

January 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. Present the 
same members as last Club night. Cap! Samuel Adams by invitation. 

January 29. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Pelham Winslow 
Tho? Lothrop 

John Thomas \- Members. 
John Watson 
Thomas Mayhew 
Cap! Samuel Adams by invitation. 

February 5. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 

Thomas Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 

John Thomas Edward Winslow 

John Watson Thomas Mayhew 



Members. 



Cap! Thomas Matthews ) t» . •, . . 
/-i.e. i a i h By invitation. 

Cap 1 Samuel Adams ) 

February 12. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Thomas Lothrop ~i 

Elk* Cushman John Thomas I 

Edw? Winslow John Watson | 

Tho! Mayhew Alexf Scainell J 

Cap! Adams by invitation. 



Members. 



February 19. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Pelham Winslow Tho' Lothrop 

Elk* Cushman John Thomas 

Edward Winslow John Watson 

Alexander Scamel Thof Mayhew 

Cap! Adams by invitation. 
64 



> Members. 
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February 26. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow "\ 

Thomas Lothrop John Thomas I •«, , 

Edward Winslow John Watson [ 

Alexander Scammel J 

Cap' Adams by invitation. 

March 4. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow N 

Thomas Lothrop Elk? Cushman 

John Thomas Edward Winslow > Members. 

John Watson Thomas Mayhew 
Alexander Scammel J 

Cap' Adams by invitation ; who has this night manifested an inclina- 
tion to join the Club, which matter is to be taken into consideration the 
next Club night. 

March 11. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow N 

Thomas Lothrop Elk? Cushman 

John Thomas Edward Winslow •> Members. 

John Watson Thomas Mayhew 

Alex' Scammel J 

Cap' Kellom ^ 
Mr Tilestone 
Cap! Cornell 
Cap' Adams J 

This day Cap! Kellom presented a turtle to the Club, upon which 
the members, together with the above-named gentlemen, dined at 
Cap! Cotton's. 

March 18. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 

Thomas Lothrop Elk* Cushman 

Edward Winslow John Watson 

Alex! Scamel Thos. Mayhew 

Cap! Adams by invitation. 



kj_. .... 

' > Gentlemen by invitation. 



March 25. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 

Tho? Lothrop Elk" Cushman 

Edward Winslow John Thomas )■ Members. 

Thomas Mayhew Alexander Scammell 
John Watson 



1 
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Agreeable to a vote passed the 4th of March instant, Cap! Samuel 
Adams was admitted a member of this Club. 

April 1. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 

Tho! Lothrop Elk? Cushman 

John Thomas Edward Winslow 

John Watson Alex* Scamell 

Samuel Adams 

Mr Mellen ) 

M5 Wadsworth >■ Gentlemen by invitation. 

Capt. Matthews) 

April 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 

Tho! Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 1 „ , 

John Thoma3 John Watson 
Samuel Adams 

April 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 

Thomas Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
John Thomas Edward Winslow ^ Members. 

John Watson Oakes Angier 

Samuel Adams 
Present : Robert Treat Paine Esq! ^ 

Cap? Nathaniel Little ' I B invitation . 
Nathan Cushing EsqT | 

Mr Ephraim Keith J 

April 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow "^ 

Thomas Lothrop Elkanah Cushman i „ , 

John Thomas John Watson [ 

Cornelius White J 

April 29. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Thomas Lothrop "^ 

Pelham Winslow John Thomas j 

Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew > Members. 
John Watson Oakes Angier i 

Cornelius White ) 

Cap' Job Williams by invitation. 
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May 5. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow John "Watson ^ 

Thomas Lothrop John Thomas > Members. 

Elkanah Cushman J 

May 12. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow ^ 

Elkanah Cushman John Thomas \fjr v. 
Edward Winslow John Watson | 

Cornelius White Thof Mayhew J 

Cap! Thomas Matthews by invitation. 

" The History of King Philip's War," for which the Club subscribed, 
was this night received, — fourteen books. 1 

The following request was sent to the Club by MT Thomas Foster 
junT : — 

To the worthy members of the Old Colony Club : 

Gentlemen, — Understanding you have a surplusage of the history 
of Col" Church, and being very desirous of being the owner of one, 
and unable to purchase, shall esteem it a very great favor if you in 
your wonted liberality would bestow one upon your petitioner, who will 
always gratefully resent the same. 2 

Your obedient servant, 

Thos. Foster jun" 
Pltmouth, May 12, 1772. 

1 The edition of Church's History here referred to, of which the Club had 
subscribed for fourteen copies, was that printed at Newport, Rhode Island, in 
1772, — being the second edition, known as Dr. Stiles's edition, its reputed edi- 
tor. It was entitled " The Entertaining History of King Philip's War," etc. The 
book was originally published in Boston in 1716, " printed by B. Green," under the 
title, "Entertaining Passages Relating to Philip's War," etc., — a long title. Its 
author was Thomas Church, of Little Compton, a son of the hero commemorated. 
This second edition was embellished with a frightful imaginary picture of King 
Philip, and also with a picture of Colonel Church, equally imaginary, for it was 
copied from a picture of Charles Churchill, the poet, with a powder-horn slung 
around his neck. They are both from the graver of Paul Revere. Both these 
editions are now rare, copies even of the Newport edition in a perfect state being 
difficult to procure. A copy of the first edition, rarely seen, brought, in the 
Brinley sale in 1878, $150; and copies of the second, or Newport, edition brought, 
one copy $20, and one $9. Not one of those fourteen copies subscribed for by 
the Club is known to be in existence. 

2 One is impressed in this letter with the use of a word in the sense it bore 
many years before this date, — " resent," as expressing a feeling of thankfulness or 
gratitude, instead of its opposite, a sense of injury. Johnson, who published his 
Dictionary in 1755, gives both meanings, " to take it well or ill," and says that 
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Voted, That the prayer of the petition be granted, and that the stew- 
ard immediately deliver to MT Foster one of the books aforesaid. 

May 19. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 

Tho! Lothrop Elk? Cushman 

John Thomas John Watson 

Coruelius White Tho! Mayhew 
Oakes Angier 

Daniel Leonard ) 

Nathan Cushing Esq™* >• By invitation. 

D! Charles Stockbridge ) 

May 26. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Pelham Winslow Tho? Lothrop 

Elk? Cushman John Thomas 

John Watson Cornelius White 
Tho! Mayhew 

June 3. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow Elk? Cushman 
John Thomas Ed : Winslow 

Cornelius White Tho? Mayhew 

Jy. Charles Stockbridge by invitation. 

" to consider as an injury or affront is now the most usual sense ; " and he quotes 
from Milton's Paradise Lost, published in 1667, — 

11 Thou with scorn 
And anger wouldst resent the offered wrong,'* 

as an instance of the modern use more than one hundred years before this letter 
was written. Very singularly, another instance of the use of the word in this an- 
cient sense occurs in these Records a little farther on, written a year afterwards 
by a Duxbury man, while the former instance was from a Plymouth man. The 
Rev. Charles Turner, the minister of Duxbury, writes : " The request you have 
been pleased to send me to preach on your next anniversary has been enter- 
tained with the most grateful resentments of the immerited honor you have 
done me thereby." In this sense the phrases " gratefully resent " and " grate- 
ful resentments " may seem tautological. The original meaning of the word 
resent is "to have a strong sense or feeling of;" and its use here, with the 
qualifying word preceding it, may be a good example of this early meaning. It 
may be added that the word immerited was equally archaic in 1773, when it was 
here used. 

These survivals, in common use in a community, of ancient forms of speech 
and meanings of words sometimes imply a healthy conservatism, but often an iso- 
lation from the centre of literary influence which silently moulds the language 
as well as the manners of society. Mr. Foster and Mr. Turner were both gradu- 
ates of Harvard College : the former, born in Plymouth in 1727 ( H. C. 1745), was 
a school-teacher in Plymouth ; the latter, born in Scituate in 1732 (H. C. 1752), 
was settled as a minister in Duxbury in 1755. 



430 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Oct. 

June 10. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow John Thomas 

Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White 

Elk? Cushman Thomas Mayhew 

Simon Pease Esq' } 
John Banister Esq' > [By invitation.] 
Mf Tho! Banister ) 

June 17. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present same members as last Club night, and Ed. Winslow. 

June 24. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as June 10. 

DoctT Charles Stockbridge & ) 

Cap' Daniel White >■ By invitation. 

Cap! Gideon White ) 

July 1. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present same members as June 17, except Brother Cushman. 

Mr Bartlett LeBaron by invitation. 

July 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as last Club night. 

Sampson Salter Blowers Esq' and Cap' Thomas Matthews by invita- 
tion. 

July 15. At a meeting of Old Colony Club.' 

Present: Pelham Winslow Thomas Lothrop 

Elkanah Cushman John Thomas 

Edward Winslow John Watson 

Cornelius White Tho? Mayhew 

Thomas Foster Esq' by invitation. 

July 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson. 

John Thomas Tho* Mayhew 

July 29. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Isaac Lothrop, and same as above. 

Mr Samuel Breck ^ 

M' Joshua Thomas I _ . . . 

M' Joseph Crosswell 1 f 

MT Abraham Hammatt J' J 

1 Mr. Joseph Croswell, the guest of the Club this evening, was a native of 
Plymouth, and a son of the Kev. Andrew Croswell, who in 1748 became pastor 



1887.] RECORDS OP THE OLD COLONY CLUB. 431 

August 5. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as above. 
M' Joseph Crosswell by invitation. 

August 12. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as above. 
Jon* Tufts steward pro tempore. 

August 19. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as July 22, except the President. 

August 26. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present : Thomas Lothrop 
Edw? Winslow 
John Thomas 
Tho'- Mayhew 

September 2. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow John Thomas 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson 

Elk* Cusbman 

September 9. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as above. 

September 1 6. Present same members. 

September 23. Present same members except P. Winslow. 

Mess™ John Russell 



Tho! Matthews ' " J ™ M ™- 



September 30. Present same members except T. Lothrop, J. Watson. 
October 7. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow Edw? Winslow 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson 

Elk* Cushman Oakes Angier 

John Thomas 
E. T. Paine, D. Leonard Esqr!, by invitation. 

of a church in Boston, occupying the French Protestant meeting-house of M. 
Le Mercier, whose congregation then gave it up. Joseph was a shop-keeper 
in Plymouth, but employed his pen. Among the things he wrote is a drama 
entitled " A new world planted, or the adventures of the Forefathers of New 
England who landed in Plymouth Dec. 22, 1620 — An historical drama in five 
acts." One of the characters is Pocahonte, a daughter of Massasoit, with whom 
that mysterious person, Mr. John Hampden, fulls in love. A speech of Elder 
Brewster forms the Epilogue, in which by a prophetic vision he sees new States 
arise, and at their head Washington, " a shining chief, appears." 
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October 14. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members except Ed. Winslow. 

October 20. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Elk? Cushman 

Pelham Winslow Ed. Winslow 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson 

John Thomas 
Cap! Solomon Davis, M r S. A. Otis, by invitation. 



October 27. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present the same members as above, except Mr President. 

Cap! Samson J fl i nvitation . 
Mf T. Foster Jr j J 



November 3. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as Club night last ; 
and Cornelius White 
Thomas Mayhew 

November 10. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as last Club night. 
Thomas Foster, EsqT, by invitation. 

November 17. Present same members. 

November 24. Present at a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Elk? Cushman Tho? Lothrop 

Ed Winslow John Watson 

John Thomas Cornel* White 

Cap' Barnabas Hedge ^ 
Mr Thomas Wetherel > By invitation. 
Mr Bartlett LeBaron ) 

December 2. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members. 

December 9. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present all but the President and Scammel. 

Ephraim Keith Esq? \ 

Robert Treat Paine Esq? {. By invitation. 

Josiah Sturtevant Jr Esq' J 
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December 15. At an occasional meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Voted that 

William Watson Esq! George Watson Esq' 

Cap! Elkf Watson Edw? Winslow Esq r 

roc.' Nath! Lothrop Thof Mayhew Esq' 

Cap' Gideon White & James Hovey EsqT 

Doc? Laz' LeBaron Deacon John Torrey 

Thomas Foster Esq? James Warren EsqT 

be invited to Old Colony Club on Wednesday evening next, then and 
there to join the Club in proposing a method of celebration of the next 
2 2d of December. 

December 16. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow Thomas Lothrop 

John Thomas Elk? Cushman 

Edward Winslow John Watson 

Cornelius White Tho? Mayhew 

Thomas Foster, James Hovey, George Watson, Jas. ""j 
Warren, Thomas Mayhew, William Watson Esq™, I By 

Cap' Gideon White, D 1 . William Thomas, [invitation. 

DT Nathaniel Lofhrop J 

Voted by the Club and the above gentlemen : — 

1. That a committee be chosen from among the members of this 
Club to wait on the Rev. M r Robbins and inform him that it is expected 
by the gentlemen of this place that he gratify the public by complying 
with the request of this Club, made in their letter to him, dated the 31st 
of December, a. d. 1771, "to preach a sermon on the ensuing anniver- 
sary," and that (if it be agreeable to him) to begin the service at half 
after ten o'clock in the forenoon. 

2. That the company (together with such other gentlemen as may 
join us from the neighboring towns) dine together at the house of 
M' Howland in Plymouth. 

3. That the gentlemen of the clergy belonging to this town (together 
with those who may be here from the other towns) be invited to dine 
with the company at M' Howland's. 

After the company withdrew, 

Voted by the Club, That Pelham Winslow, John Thomas, and John 
Watson be a committee to wait on the Rev. M". Robbins for the pur- 
poses mentioned in the before-going vote of the company, and that they 
also request of M.'. Robbins that he would (on the Sabbath preceding 
the anniversary) notify his church and congregation of our intention 
to celebrate the said day ; and that they also wait on the Rev. M' Bacon 

55 
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and make the same request to him. And they are to make report of 
their doings to this Club on Monday at eleven o'clock A. m., to which 
time this Club is adjourned. 

December 22. Upon this twenty-second day of December (to show 
our gratitude to the Creator and Preserver of our ancestors and our- 
selves, and as a mark of respect most justly due to the memories of 
those heroic Christians who, on the 22d of December, 1620, landed on 
this spot) the members of this Club joined a numerous and respectable 
assembly in the meeting-house of the First Parish in Plymouth, and 
after an hymn of praise and prayer to God, the reverend M r Chandler 
Eobbins delivered an historic and pathetic discourse from these words : 
" For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in 
Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them 
known to their children : that the generation to come might know them, 
even the children which should be born ; who should arise and declare 
them to their children : that they might set their hope in God, and not 
forget the works of God, but keep his commandments " (Ps. lxxviii. 
5-7). 

In which, after enumerating many of the virtues of our predeces- 
sors, he recounted their toils, their hazards, and their troubles, in their 
various attempts to shun the horrors of a despotic power and the curses 
of an ecclesiastical tyranny, and to obtain a land wherein they might 
enjoy their religion in its purity, and peace of conscience. His sermon 
closed with an address to the audience which did honor to humanity and 
himself ; and (by the profound silence and solemn attention which pre- 
vailed throughout this vast collection of people of all ages) he must 
have had the pleasing satisfaction of concluding that he had not spent 
his strength for nought. The New England Hymn, composed by DoctT 
Byles, sung with uncommon melody, finished the exercise. 1 

That cheerfulness (the never-failing companion of grateful Christians) 
might reign among us, the members of the Club, together with the rev- 
erend gentlemen of the clergy and others the most respectable of the 
congregation, repaired to the house of M' Howland, where a table was 
spread and abundantly furnished with the various productions of this 

1 The "New England Hymn," by Dr. Byles, was adapted to the tune " Amer- 
ica," as published in Billing's Collection of Music, 1770. The first stanza is here 
given : — 

" To Thee the tuneful Anthem Soars, 
To Thee, our Fathers God and ours ; 
This wilderness we chose our Seat : 
To Rights Secured by Equal Laws 
From Persecution's Iron Claws, 
We here hare sought our calm Retreat. " 

(See Russell's Guide to Plymouth, App. p. 16.) 
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now fruitful country, at which the Hon b, . e General John Winslow pre- 
sided. After partaking of these bounties, and spending a few hours in 
the most social conversation upon the history of our country, the ad- 
ventures of our ancestors, etc. (subjects at this time peculiarly pleasing), 
the company proceeded to Old Colony Hall, where the same sociability 
and harmony prevailed throughout the evening. 

December 23. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow Thomas Lothrop 

Elkanah Cushman John Thomas 

Edward Winslow John Watson 

Cornelius White Tho? Mayhew 

December 30. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow Elk? Cushman 

John Thomas John Watson 

Cornelius White Tho? Mayhew 

Deal 1 John Torrey by invitation. 

1773. January 6. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 1 

Elk* Cushman John Thomas >• Members. 

John Watson Tho- Mayhew ) 

Doc' Lazarus Le Baron George Watson Esq? N 

Tho" Foster Esq? James Warren Esq' 

William Watson Esq? James Hovey Esq? 

Dea" John Torrey Cap' Gideon White 

Doc? WT Thomas Doc' Nath! Lothrop & 

M r John Russell M? Eph 1 ? Spooner ) 



> By invitation. 



Voted by the Club and the gentlemen present, That the rev* M? 
Charles Turner of Duxborough be invited to preach the next anniver- 
sary sermon, and that the Club write to M? Turner to inform him of 
this choice and request an answer. 

Vote 2d (by the Club), That Pelham Winslow, Thomas Lothrop, 
John Thomas, and Edward Winslow be a committee to draught a letter 
to the rev* M? Turner. And that the same committee write a letter of 
thanks to the rev* M? Robbins for his sermon on the 22d ult., and 
request a copy thereof. The committee to make report at next Club 
night. 

William Watson, Esq?, presented the Club with a cheese, which was 
gratefully accepted by them, and the thanks of the Club ordered. 
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January 13. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present : Pelham Winslow Elkanah Cushman ^ 

Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow I -^ , 

John Thomas John Watson f 

Cornelius White Tlio* Mayhew ) 

Mr Thomas Flucker Jr > „ . 

' *- invitation. 



M r Nath! Thomas J r 



I By invit 



The committee chosen to draught the letter to the Rev. MT Turner 
reported the following : — 

Reverend and respected Sir, — The members of this Society 
beg leave to acquaint you that they have for several years past kept 
and observed the 22d of December in commemoration of the landing 
and settlement of our worthy and pious ancestors in this place, to take 
notice of and extol their many brave and heroic exploits, their piety 
and unparalleled resolution and perseverance through numberless dan- 
gers and difficulties, and to rejoice and be thankful for the remarkable 
and signal interpositions of Providence in their behalf ; which we ap- 
prehend ourselves in duty as well as gratitude bound to observe, for the 
privileges, benefits, and advantages derived to us from those noble and 
godlike patriots with so much danger, toil, and expense to themselves. 

This practice has met with the approbation and concurrence of the 
principal gentlemen of this and the neighboring towns, and has also had 
the sanction of the pulpit, the Rev. M? Robbius of this town having, on 
the 22d of December last, favored us with a sermon suitable to that 
occasion. And as it is proposed that this practice should, if possible, 
be continued down to the latest posterity, at a late meeting of this Club 
and a considerable number of the gentlemen of this town, it was voted 
that you, sir, should be requested to preach a sermon on the next anni- 
versary. Your compliance we doubt not will oblige the community in 
general, and in particular your most obedient humble servants, the 
members of 

The Old Colony Club. 

P. S. Please, sir, to favor us with an answer as soon as you con- 
veniently can. 

Old Colont Hall, Jan. 13, 1773. 

The Committee reported the following letter to the Rev. Mr Robbins : 
Reverend Sir, — The members of this Society, deeply impressed 
with a sense of gratitude for your obliging compliance with their re- 
quest to preach a sermon in commemoration of the settlement of our 
ancestors in this place, beg leave to return our sincere thanks for yonr 
entertaining and instructive discourse of the 22d December last, and in 
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order to perpetuate the many pertinent observations therein contained, 
would modestly request a copy, that the rising generation may have a 
better opportunity of being benefited and instructed, which you justly 
observed was the more immediate design of the discourse. 

We are with all due respect your most humble servants, 

The Old Colony Club. 

The beforegoing letters were accepted and ordered to be sent. 
A letter in answer to the above was received, directed " To the 
Gentlemen of the Old Colony Club, Plymouth." 

Respected Gentlemen, — Having just received your obliging fa- 
vor (being from home when it was sent), I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge my obligations for your kind acceptance of my endeavors 
to gratify the members of your Society and others in the sermon you 
refer to. The subject is so well known and handled in the printed 
memoirs of those times, that a publication of the discourse seems need- 
less, and I fear will never answer your expectations and the end you 
propose. I shall, however, not be averse to gratify your request for a 
copy, if it shall be judged any way likely to afford any entertainment 
to the rising generation, and ask the favor of a little further time to 
think of the affair, and am with respect, 

Gentlemen, your friend and humble servant, 

Plymouth, Jan. 13, 1773. C - BOBBINS. 

January 13. Upon a settlement of the accounts of the Club for the 
last year, there appears to be a balance in the hands of the steward of 
£2.16.1|. 

Voted (in consideration of there being a considerable balance in the 
hand of the steward), That he take from the several members but one 
pistareen per night for the last quarter ; and that he continue this prac- 
tice until the further order of the Club. 

Voted, That the steward forthwith collect the several sums due from 
the respective members, and carry the same to the Club's credit. 

Voted, That the steward cause to be made a circular window over 
the front door of the Hall, and report the expense. 

This thirteenth day of January, 1773 (being the fourth year since 
the institution of the Old Colony Club), with gratitude let it be ac- 
knowledged, that as a society and as individuals we have enjoyed 
health, harmony, and happiness without interruption, excepting the fra- 
ternal sorrow occasioned by the death of our brother Samuel Adams, 
which happened at Cape Nichola Mole, 1 the fifth day of August last. 
The integrity and uprightness of his conduct, together with his assiduity 

1 Cape St. Nichola (or Nicholas) Mole is the extreme northwest cape of 
Haiti. 
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and industry in business, rendered him a useful man in the community ; 
and his natural facetiousness and affability, a valuable member of this 
Club. 

January 20. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow ^ 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson I », ■ 

Elk? Cushman Cornelius White [ 

John Thomas Thomas Mayhew J 

Thomas Flucker J' ) 
Cap' Gideon White >■ By invitation. 
Nath! Thomas J r ) 

January 27. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as last Club night. 
M' W? LeBaron by invitation. 

The following letter from the Rev. M! Charles Turner was communi- 
cated by the President pro tempore, and ordered to be recorded : — 

Duxborough, 21 Jan., 1773. 
Honoked Gentlemen, — The request you have been pleased to 
send me, to preach on your next anniversary, has been entertained 
with the most grateful resentments of the immerited honor you have 
done me thereby. Though conscious of my inability to serve you in 
such a manner as might be desired, deep regard to the precious memory 
of your justly renowned progenitors, to their excellent cause, to their 
posterity, and particularly to yourselves, has prevailed with me to con- 
sent to your motion, and determine, if my life is spared, to serve you in 
the best manner I can ; meanwhile acknowledging the politeness of 
your giving me so seasonable notice. The celebration of our ancestry 
must be dutiful, advantageous, and agreeable, but cannot be totally ex- 
empt from uneasiness. Therein a mixture of passions may naturally 
and justly, as well as deeply, affect the mind. Our forefathers' success 
in their arduous enterprise, inferring the blessings thence accruing to 
their descendants, may give us the highest pleasure. Their sufferings 
and perils penetrate our filial hearts with the most painful sensations; 
the supposition that they had all been left to perish in their undertak- 
ing fills us with strange horror not easily to be described ; their hero- 
ism and invincible perseverance in the noblest of causes captivate us 
with pleasing and respectful admiration, and invite us to imbibe their 
martyr-like heavenly character ; and the signal interposition of Divine 
Providence in their behalf commands our highest religious grateful as- 
tonishment. Your design of an annual religious commemoration of the 
things which God performed for our fathers, and by their means for us, 
is undoubtedly commendable. It may answer valuable purposes, besides 
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its being in itself agreeable. One valuable purpose it will indeed an- 
swer, if it may be blessed to promote such a spirit as that whereby, 
under divine influence, our ancestors were animated. I am, gentlemen, 
with great respect, 

Your most obedient very humble servant, 

Charles Turner. 

Directed : To the Gentlemen the Members of the Old Colony Club, Plimouth. 
To be left at the Honb!" James Warren Esq"; 

February 3. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Pelham Winslow Tho' Lothrop 

Elk' Cushman John Thomas 

John Watson Cornelius White 

Tho". Mayhew 

M! John Russell by invitation. 

February 10. At a meeting of th.3 Old Colony Club. 

Present same members. 

MT Sam? Jackson and Cap' Hedge by invitation. 

February 17. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present same members and Ed : Winslow. 
Edward Winslow Esq? ) 
Nath! Ray Thomas Esq' >• By invitation. 
& M* Lazarus Goodwin ) 

February 24. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow Elk* Cushman 

Edward Winslow John Thomas 

John Watson 

The following letter, together with the Anniversary sermon in man- 
uscript, was this night received from the Rev. Mr Robbins : — 

Plymouth, Feb. 23, 1773. 
Friends and Gentlemen, — Having considered your request to 
me for a copy of my sermon preached the last anniversary, etc., partly 
from the desire of others who can never expect that benefit from the 
larger histories of those times which you, gentlemen, and many others 
may enjoy, but chiefly in gratification of the request of your Society, to 
whom I acknowledge myself under obligations for their candor and re- 
spect, I now present you a copy of said sermon, with liberty to make 
what use of it you shall think proper, and am, gentlemen, with much 

esteem, Your obliged friend and humble servant, 

C. Robbins. 
The Old Colony Club. 
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March 3. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow Tho" Lothrop 

Elkanah Cushman John Thomas 

Edward Winslow Cornelius White 

John Watson Tho" Mayhew 

Mf Thomas Doten ) 

MT Bartlett LeBaron \ [By invitation.] 
Mf Thomas Foster junT ) 

March 10. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present the same members as last Club night. 
The Social Club by invitation. 

March 17. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as last Club night. 

November 24. Whereas the records of this Club have been neg- 
lected from the 17th March last to this time, and as no remarkable 
event or new regulations have taken place : "Voted, That the Secretary 
continue the records as formerly, and from this time make the entries 
at every Club night. 

At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Pelham Winslow Ed Winslow ) 

Elkanah Cushman John Watson >• Members. 

John Thomas Cornelius White ) 

M r Sam 1 . Prince, Boston ' 

invitation. 



Cap' Gideon White 



JByir 



James Warren, EsqT, Mess? John Torrey, and Thomas Jackson came 
into our said Club, and said that they were a sub-committee (appointed 
by the Committee of Correspondence and Communication of this town) 
for the purpose of informing this Club of the determination of the said 
Committee of Correspondence relative to the celebration of the next 
22d of December, and to request that the Club would join with and 
conform thereto. 1 

1 As early as November, 1772, at a legal meeting of the town of Plymouth, 
the petition of Thomas Jackson and one hundred other inhabitants was read, 
setting forth the alarming situation of the country in consequence of the tyran- 
nical measures of the British Parliament, and praying that the town would take 
the subject into consideration. It was thereon voted to choose a " Standing Com- 
mittee of Correspondence and Communication," to correspond with the town of 
Boston, or any other town, on the subject of their present difficulties and of the 
measures proper to be taken on the occasion, to apply to the Selectmen to call a 
town-meeting, and to act and do what further they may think proper. The fol- 
lowing persons were chosen to compose the Committee : James Warren, John 
Torrey, Stephen Sampson, Samuel Cole, Ephraim Cobb, Dr. William Thomas, 



1887.] RECORDS OP THE OLD COLONY CLUB.- 4-11 

Voted, That the consideration of this matter be adjourned to the 
next Club night, and that then a written answer be prepared, and on 
the Monday night following be presented to the Committee. 

Thomas Jackson, Elkanah Watson, William Watson, Thomas Lotlirop, Nathaniel 
Torrey, Thomas Mayhew, Isaac Lotlirop. 

The three gentlemen above named were, as they themselves declared, a sub- 
committee from this larger committee of the town, who probably were unwilling 
to allow the coming anniversary to pass without using it as an occasion for stimu- 
lating the patriotism of the citizens in the present emergency. They therefore 
proposed to take the celebration into their own hands, and to ask the Club to 
unite with them. The spirited answer of the Club to this request is on record. 
It will be noticed that the names of Isaac Lotlirop and Thomas Lotlirop, the Pre- 
sident and Secretary of the Club, were included among the members of this Com- 
mittee of the town, who had sent their sub-committee with their errand to the Club. 
No doubt the political lines during the year had been sharply drawn. Originally 
the Club had consisted of fully one-half Loyalists, or members who became so as 
the difficulties with the mother-country increased. By the withdrawal of some 
members from the town, and the non-attendance of others of the patriot party, 
the Loyalists finally represented almost the entire attendance. Of course the Club 
was not a political body. It originated from a wish for a more refined social 
intercourse ; that is, for edification and improvement. But a political revolution 
was coming on, and that is inevitably accompanied by bitter personal and social 
estrangement. As the Whigs or patriots always took the initiative in political 
action, so in this Club the Whig members withdrew and left its fate in the hands 
of the Loyalists. (See Thacher's Plymouth, p. 197.) 

This was just the time of the excitement in Boston occasioned by the expected 
arrival of the East India Company's tea ships, which Plymouth largely shared. 
At a meeting of the inhabitants of the town in December, strong resolutions on 
the subject were adopted ; and at an adjourned meeting on the 13th of the same 
month, Edward Winslow, the father of Edward, Jr., of this Club, and others pre- 
sented a protest against the proceedings of that meeting, which the town voted 
not to have read. 

Not long afterward the patriotism of the people of the town took a singular 
direction. The inhabitants resolved to consecrate the Rock on which the Fore- 
fathers landed to the cause of liberty ; and not reflecting that such a dedication 
could be as effectually made while the Rock lay in its original bed as if it were 
transported elsewhere, they assembled with twenty yoke of oxen to remove it. 
It was raised from its bed by means of large screws, and in the attempt to mount 
it on the carriage, it split asunder without violence from a flaw which no one 
had observed. Finally they allowed the bottom part of the stone to drop into its 
original bed ; while the upper part, weighing many tons, was hauled to " Liberty 
Pole Square," in front of the meeting-house, where a flag was placed over it. 
Dr. Thacher, at pages 198, 199, of his History, places this in the year 1774. A 
memorandum on Blaskowitz's map in Pilgrim Hall, supposed to be in Edward 
Winslow Jr's. hand, is as follows, referring to the place of the landing : " The 
place where the settlers above mentioneil first landed upon the main, Dec. 22d 
N. S. 1620, upon a large Rock, which, in the course of time, being buried in sand, 
was by a gratful posterity dug up and transferred to a more public situation, 
Anno Domini, 1775." Here this fragment remained, being subject to abrasion 
and chippings by relic-hunters, till July 4, 1834, when it was removed to Pil- 
grim Hall, and placed in front of that building under the charge of the Pilgrim 
Society ; and an iron railing was placed around it. Finally, in 1880, it was drawn 

56 
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Voted, That Pelham "Winslow, John Thomas, and John "Watson be a 
committee to prepare an answer in writing, and report at the next Club 
night. 

December 1. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present : Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow ) 

Elkanah Cushman John Watson V Members. 
John Thomas Cornelius White ) 

Doct' Isaac "Winslow by invitation. 

The Committee chosen at the last Club night to prepare an answer to 
the Committee of Correspondence reported the following, which, being 
read and considered, was accepted and ordered to be recorded : — 

To the Committee of Communication and Correspondence of the Town 

of Plymouth : 

Gentlemen, — The Old Colony Club received your message by your 
sub-committee, with your determination in what way and manner the 
ensuing anniversary of the 22d of December shall be solemnized and 
celebrated, with a request that we would join with and conform thereto. 
"We have fully, liberally, and candidly considered thereof, and in answer 
would observe that this Club are not, nor ever have been, anxious or de- 
sirous of taking the lead and direction or marshalling and regulating the 
public solemnities and particular rites and ceremonies of that important 
day, having always invited the gentlemen of the town to a consultation 
previous to any determination, and having ever acted by and with the 
advice and consent of the gentlemen present, and not ex parte, as may 
appear from the records of our proceedings on those occasions. Justice 
to ourselves, however, emboldens us to say that, as we were the first in- 
stitutors of this festival, and as no event has taken place to lessen our 
dignity or consequence as a Club since the last anniversary, we have a 
right to be consulted on the manner of celebrating it, whether the same be 
taken into consideration by the gentlemen of the town, county, or colony. 
As gentlemen of the town we will not dispute your right of acting in 
this matter in conjunction with others. But as a Committee of Corre- 
spondence, etc. (in whose name and capacity you have accosted us), we 
absolutely deny your jurisdiction and authority. By the records of this 
town it appears that you were chosen " to communicate and correspond 
with the town of Boston and other towns ; " and in this business we 
would not interrupt or molest you. But we apprehend that your con- 
stituents had no more idea or suspicion of your interfering in these 

back and placed in its original bed, and joined on again to the lower fragment, 
from which it was separated more than one hundred years before. A granite 
canopy now shelters the Bock, once more entire ; and iron gates secure it from 
lawless visitors. 
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matters (as a Committee of Correspondence) than they had of your regu- 
lating or altering their creed or their catechism. And it appears to us 
that you have just the same right to meddle with the one as the other ; 
or indeed to determine any civil, religious, or military matter that has, 
or may arise within our town. This partial and extra-judicial way of 
proceeding we apprehend will have a tendency to promote parties and 
divisions (which have already too long harassed and convulsed this 
once peaceful town), rather than that concord and harmony so neces- 
sary to the welfare of all societies. But should we admit your right 
of acting as a Committee of Correspondence, we cannot suppose so great 
an absurdity as the counteracting your own vote and determination 
without some sufficient reason. You must remember that these mat- 
ters were fairly discussed and settled by the gentlemen of the town in 
general and the members of this Club, and that by and with the con- 
sent, approbation, and vote of a majority of the now members of your 
Committee. For at a meeting of a large and respectable number of the 
gentlemen of this town with the Club at Old Colony Hall, on the sixth 
day of January last, for the very purposes of adjusting and settling the 
matters relative to the celebration of the ensuing anniversary (among 
whom were a major part of your Committee), it was unanimously voted 
" That the Club should write to the Rev. Mr Turner and request him 
to preach a sermon on the next 22d of December," etc. ; in consequence 
of which the Club wrote to M.'. Turner, and afterwards received his 
answer in the affirmative (directed to the Club), as may also appear by 
our record. At the same meeting it was also moved and agreed to, 
that (as the Club were the original institutors) it was most proper for 
them to have the direction of the minutiae or lesser matters relative to 
the celebration. We are now, and always have been, ready and willing 
to concur with any measure which may conduce to the harmonious and 
agreeable celebration of this anniversary in commemoration of the land- 
ing of our forefathers in this place. We think it ought, and we hope 
it ever will be kept and observed by the gentlemen of this town, 
county, and colony, socially and like a band of brethren ; nor would we 
contend for trifles or punctilios. But your plan and proceedings, 
without advising with or consulting the other gentlemen of the town 
or the Club, appears to us so great an invasion of the liberties and priv- 
ileges of the gentlemen of the town of Plymouth and the Old Colony 
Club, that we cannot approve or comply with the same. 
Dec. 1, 1773. 

December 8. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present: Elkanah Cushman Edward Winslow 

John Thomas John Watson 

Cornelius White 
M' Prince, Cap' Churchill, by invitation. 
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Voted, That the Club, together with such gentlemen as please to join 
them, from this or the neighboring towns, will dine together at M? 
Wethrel's upon the ensuing anniversary, and that the clerk of this 
Club send a copy of this vote to the Rev. Mf Turner and inform him 
that the Club expect the pleasure of his company on that day. 

Voted, That the Club and their friends will spend the anniversary 
evening at the Hall. 

Voted, That the Rev. M" Bacon and the Rev. M? Robbins, and also 
the Social Club, be invited to dine and spend the evening, as also such 
other gentlemen of the clergy as may be in town. 

December 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 1 

Present : Pelham Winslow Elkanah Cushman 

Edward Winslow John Thomas 

John Watson Cornelius White 

Edward Winslow Mf W™ Trenholm ^ 

Robert Treat Paine A stranger 

Daniel Leonard, Esq 1 ?' Cap! Gideon White 
M! Sam! Prince J 



> By invitation 



1 These Records closing with December 15, 1773, we have no account here of 
the celebration of the anniversary on the 22d. It is well known that Mr. Turner 
delivered the address or sermon, as he had agreed to, — for it was published, and 
a copy is in the Library of the Massachusetts Historical Society, — but whether 
under the auspices of the Club or of the Town the titlepage does not tell us. The 
title is, " A Sermon preached at Plymouth December 22d, 1773, Being the anni- 
versary Thanksgiving, in Commemoration of the Landing of the Fathers there, 
A. D. 1620. By Charles Turner, A.M." etc. Boston, 1774. Dr. Thacher, how- 
ever, in his History of Plymouth, pp. 339, 340, in a list of preachers and orators 
at Plymouth on the anniversary celebrations, says, under 1773. "By Charles 
Turner, — For Old Colony Club. By the Town and by the first Parish;" so 
that no doubt the sermon was preached before the Club, and the town and First 
Parish participated in the celebration. From this time to the year 1780, the anni- 
versary was celebrated by the town with a discourse; and also from 1794 to 
1819. In 1820 the day was celebrated for the first time by the Pilgrim Society, 
when the oration was delivered by the Hon. Daniel Webster. 



